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WHILsT none but its wete 
preaching im i _— 
ner of converting sand. his 
nivances ore sacs ‘The 
Christians, pressed in 
some party nenensed by: these 
means excéedingly,, .But their 
tranquillity was disturbed by the 
Domivicans.and Franciscans, who 
came in the year 1630 to assist 
the Jesuits, in,cultivating the vine- 
ard they had planted... The new 
Siasen, being entirely _unac- 
quainted ows Jesuitical rules 
of converting, were pennies. 
when they ..saw. Christians ; 
trate before .Confucius . ‘the 
tables of their ancestors, .and 
boldly declared, that, their con- 
science obliged them to condemn 
so superstitious and idolatrous a 
practice. A.warm controversy 
ensued betwixt them and the Je- 
suits. Neither pose being dis- 
posed to yield, the .matter was 
teferred to: the decision of their 
supreme Judge. at-Rome. The 
enemies of the Jesuits. were plain- 
tiffs. A Dominican Friar, John 
Baptista Moralez, set out for 
Rome, and laid before the Con- 
gregation de propaganda fide, his 
own and his brethren’s doubts 
concerning the Chinese ceremonies 
tolerated by the Jesuits among the 
proselytes. The Congregation, as 
usual, called in the opinion of 
many divines on the subject of 
this complaint, and at last deter- 
mined, that those ceremonies were 
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superstitious snd. intolerable. As 
the Dominican had_., represented 
the hall of the ancestors:as a. o 
ple, and the whole 
idolatry and sacrifice, the jeould 
not well pass.a milder judgment. 
Pope Innocent, the .Tenth con- 
firmed it on the 12th of September, 
in, the year 1645, and commanded 
all preachers of Christianity in 
China, under pain of excommuni- 
cation, to conform to this decree, 
till the holy See should determine 
otherwise. The Jesuits in China 
received this injunction with vene- 
ration, and laid it aside with con- 
tempt. This.is their asual manner 
of noting those decrees of the 
bishops of Rome, ,which ¢ontra- 
dict .the customs, maxims, and 
opinions ‘of their Society. _ They 
are bound, yg capt than any 
other order 40 obey the Pope, and 


no order obeys‘him less than they. 
It. may be accounted for oie 
other reasons by this,’ that their 
superiors, and learned. bre- 
a gn ean by them to be 

of what is: useful 


and pernicious to the church, than 
the Popes and their Councils. To 
this injunction, at least, they paid 
so little regard, that several years 
passed before they sent a counter- 
representation to Rome. In the 
mean time they permitted what 
was forbidden by the decree, and 
thought themselves justified, be- 
cause the decree was grounded on 
a false report. Their disobedience, 
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however, occasioned much dis- 
uiet and offence. At length, 
therefore, they judged it neces- 
sary to send one of their brethren 
to Rome, to solicit the repeal of 
the decree obtained by the Do- 
minicans. 
Martin Martini was the solici- 
tor. He discharged his commis- 
‘ sion with the greatest dexterity. 
Instead of applying to the Con- 
gregation, who had passed the 
ormer sentence, and who he fore- 
saw would hardly retract their own 
judgment, he went immediately 
to the then Pope Alexander the 
Seventh himself, and represented 
to him, in a writing at large, that 
those Chinese customs were free 
from idolatry and superstition, and 
tended only to the peace and wel- 
fare of the empire. The Pope 
left the decision of the matter to 
the holy office or Court of Inqui- 
sition, undoubtedly at the solici- 
tation of the Jesuit, whose busi- 
ness it was to keep it out of the 
hands of the Congregation de 
ropaganda .- The event an- 
pa his ockes. The hol 
office rejected the rites, whic 
the Jesuits had rejected, and per- 
mitted those which they had per- 
mitted. Their judgment was ap- 
roved and confirmed by the 
ope, on the 23d of March, 
1656. The Jesuits at first re- 
ceived this favourable decision as 
a shield, to be made use of in case 
of necessity. They did not pub- 
lish it in China, but retained it 
privately, by way of answer to 
any future aggressors. But in 
time their cautiom abated, and 
their shield was converted into a 
sword. They produced the de- 
cree imported by Martini, and 
maintained it to be a rule for the 
conduct of all the Romish clergy 
in China, since it annulled that 
decree which had been sent by 
the hands of Moralez. This in- 
discretion renewed the war. The 
Dominicans and Franciscans im- 


portuned the Pope and his mini- 
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sters with fresh-complaints and 
remonstrances, protested in the 
most solemn terms, that the cere- 
monies in question were the worst 
of abominations, and desired that 
the holy office would inform them, 
whether the former decree of Pope 
Innocent the Tenth was ‘indeed 
annulled by this new one 
duced by the Jesuits. The In. 
quisition gave an answer, which 
might seem suspicious or forged, 
had we no authority for the ge- 
nuineness of it, besides that of the 
enemies of the church of Rome, 
But the infallible testimony of 
Pope Benedict the Fourteenth, 
who recites it in his famous bull, 
Ex quo singulari, &c. renders the 
truth of it beyond all dispute. 
The Inquisition answered, “ that 
the former decree of Pope Inno- 
cent was by no means annulled 
by this of Pope Alexander ; that 
both were to be observed, each 
according to its circumstances, 
and according to the tendency 
of those questions and doubts 
which had occasioned it.”* The 
two decrees, which were both to 
be in some measure valid, were as 
different as light and darkness, 
The one condemns the Chinese 
ceremonies, the other permits 
them: and both were to be ob- 
served by the missionaries in 
China. There are but two s0- 
lutions of this difficulty. Either 
the holy office meant, that if the 
Dominicans had made a true re- 
presentation of the Chinese cus- 
toms, then the decree obtained by 





* I choose here to transcribe the very 
words of Pope Benedict the Fourteenth: 
** Respondit sacra Inquisitionis Congre- 

tio, prefatum decretum adhuc vigere 

abita ratione rerum, que faeruat in 
dubiis exposite, neque illud fuisse cit 
cumscriptum a decreto sacre Inquisi- 
tionis, quod anno 1656 exaravit: imo 
esse omnino observandum juxta quesita, 
circumstantias et omnia ea, que in ante- 
dictis dubiis continentur. Declaravit pari- 
ter eodem modo esse observandum pra- 
dictum sacre congregationis decretum 
anni 1656, juxta quesita, circumstantias 
et reliqua in ipsis expressa.”’ 
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them should be in force, and take 

of the other; but if the Je- 
suits had truly represented the 
nature and tendency of these cus- 
toms, then the decree imported by 
them should be valid. Or if this 
was not their meaning, it could 
be no other, than that every one 
might follow his own opinion ; 
whoever was persuaded, that the 
honours paid to Confucius, and to 
their ancestors, were idolatrous 
and superstitious, might adhere to 
the first decree; and whoever 
judged them to be innocent and 
indifferent might follow the se- 
cond. Whether we admit this, or 


the other sense, the answer of the: 


holy office amounts to nothing, 
and leaves every missionary in 
China to act according to his own 
wasion and conscience. This 
ig the practice at Rome: when 
two powerful parties contend 
about matters of religion, the 
judgment pronounced is com- 
monly interpretable in favour of 
either side. Such are the deci- 
sions of that visible head of the 
church, who pretends to infalli- 
bility and extraordinary illumina- 
tion! This answer, which left 
both sides in possession of their 
own opinion, was given in the 
year 1669, and Clement the Ninth, 
who was then Pope, made no 
seruple to honour it with his apos- 
tolieal sanction. : 
Inthe same year commenced the 
golden age of the church in China. 
It had been long and severely 
ome At the death of the 
peror Xung-Chi, the first of 
the Tartar family now on the 
throne, his successor Cang-hi, or 
Cam-hi, was not of the age for 
government. During his minority, 
his regents conspired with the 
nobles to extirpate the Christian 
doctrine, which had then spread 
very far. The execution of this de- 
sign was begun in a manner that 
struck terror into every Christian 
teacher and hearer in China. John 
Adam Schall, the celebrated Ger- 
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man Jesuit, who was then seventy- 
four years of age, at the head of 
the Chinese mission, and in a con- 
siderable post at court, was in the 
year 1664 thrown into a dungeon, 
and narrowly escaped a most cruel 
death, The next year it was 
unanimously resolved by all the 
ministers of, state, that the Chris- 
tian law was false, and dangerous 
to the empire, and therefore it was 
forbidden under pain of death. 
Upon this the Christians, and their 
astors, endured a variety of suf- 
erings. In 1669 the young Em-: 
pa took the reins of government 
imself, and immediately the hor- 
rid storm against the Christians 
ceased. This prince had uncom- 
mon talents: he was particulurly 
the patron of arts and sciences, 
and hence the church derived its 
prosperity during his long and 
glorious reign. Most of- the Je- 
suits in China were well versed: 
in those parts of learning and me- 
chanics, which Cam-hi esteemed. 
He therefore invited them to 
court, availed himself of their ad- 
vice in council, gave them con- 
siderable employments, with large 
salaries, and even entrusted them’ 
with a share in the government. 
This favour of his to the Jesuits 
procured for the church all the 
protection it stood in need of, and 
promoted its increase, It flourished 
considerably more, when several 
French Jesuits arrived, who by 
their engaging address, by being 
conversant in the Chinese lan- 
guage, as well as that of the Tar- 
tars, by their skill in mathematical 
learning, in politics, in mechanics, 
in medicine, and in other branches 
of knowledge, entirely won the 
Emperor’s heart. They soon dis- 
covered the monarch’s inclinations 
and views, and by employing) all 
their genius and sagacity in plea- 
sing and entertaining him, at last 
became necessary to him. They 
were his instructors, whom he 
daily attended to; his friends, his 
physicians, and his counsellors’: 
262 
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they served him as painters, tur- 
ners, watchmakers, founders, ac- 
comptants, astronomers, and mas- 
ters of the ordinance. In short, 
they directed every thing at the 
court of Pekin. ‘The Christian 
faith and its professors shared in 
this extraordinary prosperity of 
the Jesuits. The Emperor, to 
gratify his favourites, published 
in the year 1692 that celebrated 
edict, by which the Christian re- 
ligion was declared to be good 
and salutary, and all his subjects 
were permitted to embrace it. At 
their request he sent an embassy 
to the Pope, built them a mag- 
nificent church within the walls of 
his palace, and commanded all 
his vicegerents and ministers to 
act with tenderness towards the 
Christians. There was but one 
instance in which he disappointed 
them: they flattered themselves 
with the hopes of persuading him 
at last to be a Christian ; and he 
greatly encouraged these hopes 
by attending closely to their in- 
struction, by praising their doc- 
trine, and by his signal favours to 
them, their fellow-labourers, and 
their followers. But he died with- 
out the pale of the church in the 
year 1722. As far as could be 
conjectured from his life and ac- 
tions, he was of that persuasion, 
which among the Tartars is called 
the faith of the, great Genghiz- 
kam. This religion consists of 
some few tenets, which, excepting 
the command of the Sabbath, bear 
great affinity to the ten command- 
ments of Moses. 

But the Christian Church in 
China, in the midst of this visible 
prosperity, during the reign of 
Cam-hi, continued internally di- 
vided and torn. The Jesuits pur- 
sued their own manner of convert- 
ing, and the other missionaries 
were offended at it, and preached 
a very different Gospel. Hence 
arose two congregations, which 
hated and despised each other. 
The Jesuitical Christians honoured 
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rest abhorred this practice as 
species of idolatry. The latter 
treated the former as pretended or 
half Christians, and these again 
treated them as insolent con. 
temners of the laws of the empire, 
The disorder was incurable, be- 
cause the last answer of the hol 
Inquisition had left both parties 
at liberty to act as they thought 
fit. The Dominicans, and their 
associates, had not interest to pro- 
cure a fresh decree, and the Je- 
suits were too prudent to desire 
one. ‘The former, therefore, en- 
dured with regret an evil they 
could not redress, and waited for 
a favourable opportunity to revive 
the contest they could not con- 
tinue. In the year 1684, fortune 
favoured them with such an op- 
—— A society of clergy 
ad been instituted at Paris in 
1663, for the propagation of Chris- 
tianity among the infidel nations.* 
The members of this society pro- 
vide for the education and instruc- 
tion of youth, in a house appro- 
priated to the purpose, in order 
for their mission as apostles of 
Christ to those that have not yet 
heard of the Gospel. The mem- 
bers themselves accept this office, 
if called to it by the head of the 
church, or by those who, under 
him, have the care of the conver- 
sion of the heathens. These mis- 
sionaries are celebrated at Rome, 
as zealous, faithful, and indefa- 
tigable men, and frequently the 
bishops or legates of the Pope 
into the infidel countries are 
chosen from their body. Some of 
them arrived in the year 1684 in 
China. The most distinguished 
among these was Charles Maigrot, 
a doctor of the Sorbonne, whom 
the Pope had dignified with the 
title of Apostolical Vicar, and 
whom the Jesuits themselves con- 
fess to have been a man of great 





* Gallia Christiana, tom. vii. p. 1039, 
Congregatio Sacerdotum externarum mis- 
sionum. 
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and integrity. He became 
afterwards Bishop of Conon. The 
new missionaries were barely ar- 
rived in China, when the Domi- 
nicans and their associates, who 
had hitherto been forced to silence 
and submission, laid before them 
their complaints against the Je- 
suits and their converts. They 
were heard with attention and 
favour. But it was proper to at- 
tack the Jesuits with caution. 
Maigrot and his brethren took 
several years to consider the mat- 
ter in dispute ; at length, after a 
full examination, they joined the 
party against the Jesuits, and be- 
gun with declaring, that the Chi- 
nese words, Tien, and Chang-Ti, 
were improper to denote the true 
God, whom Christians adore, 
since they signify no more than 
the visible heaven; and in the next 
place, that no Christian could, 
with a safe conscience, comply 
with the Chinese custom honour- 
ing Confucius and their ancestors. 
This declaration was the rup- 
ture which occasioned that long 
and bitter animosity between the 
Jesuits their fellow-labourers in 
China, transmitted through many 
changes to the present time. Mai- 
grot used every argument and 
remonstrance to bring the Jesuits 
over to his opinion. But it was 
a vain expectation, that a body of 
men would be flexible, who pos- 
sess the heart of the greatest mo- 
narch on earth, enjoy afiluence, 
dignity, and respect, and are be- 
sides, in their own opinion, so 
much more wise and meritorious 
than other men. . They persisted 
in their conduct, and threw out 
menaces of the Emperor’s and the 
Pope’s displeasure. Maigrot was 
so little disheartened at this, that 
itrather animated him. He com- 
menced the war, and ventured to 
become the aggressor in the year 
1693. <A manifesto of his was 
blished, in which, by virtue of 
is apostolical office, he inter- 
dicted, to all Christians and their 
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teachers, the use of the names 
Tien or Chang-Ti, and the wor- 
ship of Confucius, and their an- 
cestors, under pain of excom- 
munication. This might be truly 
styled a piece of spiritual heroism; 
that a stranger, who wanted both 
money and friends, and was nei- 
ther a bishop nor plenipotentiary 
from the Pope, should dare to bid 
defiance to-men, who enjoyed all 
the intimacy of friendship from 
the sovereign of the country, and 
that he should venture this, with- 
out applying to his principal at 
Rome, and by his own authority 
supersede a decree of the holy 
Inquisition, and that confirmed by 
a Pope! Religious zeal makes 
no difficulty of surmounting ordi- 
nary rules; this seems to be his 
only excuse. He was sensible 
himself that his conduct would 
require much apology. In the 
same year, therefore, in which he 
published his injunction, he sent 
it to Rome with a letter to the 
Pope, and an humble petition, 
that judgment might be passed at 
Rome, whether he had done well 
or ill. In his letter to the Po 

he complained strongly of the Je- 
suits, and assured his Holiness 
that it would draw tears from his 
eyes to see the mischief and 
abominations introduced into the 
church in China by these eccle- 
siastics. These papers and com- 
plaints were seconded very power- 
fully, in the year 1696, by the 
personal appearance and applica- 
tion of Charmot, a fellow-la- 
bourer of his. He earnestly soli- 
cited the Pope, and the Court of 
Inquisition, for a due examination 
and judicial decision of the affair, 
and was vigorously assisted in his 
solicitation by the enemies of the 
Jesuits, that is, by a very con- 
siderable number of persons of 
rank and abilities in all parts and 
countries of the Romish commu- 
nion. The matter was delayed 
for some years at Rome, doubtless 
because the Jesuits employed all. 
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their friends and interest to pre- 
vent an inquiry. At last Pope 
Innocent the Twelfth, who then 
filled the chair, was prevailed 
with, and appointed in the year 
1699 a Committee of the most 
learned and principal members of 
the holy office, maturely to ex- 
amine and adjust this dispute. 
But he died in 1700, before the 
Committee had time to make any 
progress in it, 

His successor, Clement the 
Eleventh, immediately upon his 
promotion to the Papal See, or- 
dered them to proceed. He was 
more favourably inclined to the 
society of the Jesuits than his pre- 
decessor, And had he followed 
his inclination, he would have 
saved them their anxiety about 
the event, by dissolving ie Com- 
mittee. But the Pope is not al- 
ways at liberty to indulge his own 
humour. The affair was become 
too important to be laid aside. 
The church of Rome was alarm- 
ed, and all Europe waited im- 
patiently to see on which side the 
victory would be conferred. Both 
parties employed the ablest hands 
to set forth their cause in public 
writings. The Society at Paris, 
to which Maigrot, Charmot, and 
the other combatants of that party 
belonged, warmly espoused the 
cause of their members, and print- 
ed a strong address to the Po 
in which they represented the Je- 
suits in China as deceivers and 
corrupters of the faith: these, on 
the other hand, delivered a paper, 
which commanded attention and 
respect, and seemed alone more 
powerful than all the writing and 
complaints of their adversaries. 
The great Emperor Cam-hi sent a 
testimony under his own hand, that 
the customs rejected by Maigrot 
were mere political ceremonies, 
= which the peace and welfare 
of the empire in some measure 


depended. And a thousand Chi- 
nese, believers_as well as unbe- 
lievers, learned and unlearned, 


[May, 
rich and poor, confirmed upon 
oath their monarch’s testimony, 
Never was an accusation opposed 
by more specious and respectable 
evidence. There was now no 
room to hinder the affair from 
taking its course. After six years 
had been spent in consulting and 
deliberating, judgment was at 
length pronounced. On the 20th 
of November, in the year 1704, 
the holy office decreed, “ That 
the two Chinese words Tien and 
Chang-Ti should no longer be 
applied to God, but that instead 
of them the word Tien-Chu, which 
signifies Lord of Heaven, should 
be introduced ; that the tables upon 
which was written in Chinese let- 
ters King-Tien, or the Honour of 
Heaven, should be removed from 
the Christian churches ; that Chris. 
tians should by no means assist at 
those sacrifices, which are offered 
in spring and autumn, at the time 
of the equinox, to Confucius and 
their ancestors; that they should 
likewise absent themselves from 
those houses and temples, which 
are built in honour of Confucius, 
in order to pay to that philosopher 
the worship due to him from the 
literati of the empire; that they 
should thenceforward upon no ac- 
count pay that worship, which is 
paid by the Chinese to their an- 
cestors, where or in what manner 
soever it be offered; and in the 
last place, that those tablets of 
their forefathers, upon which was 
written, in Chinese letters, The 
Seat 4, the Soul or Spirit of N. 
should be removed from the houses 
of all Christians,” 

These severe injunctions were 
softened by some little indul- 
gences. The new converts were 
permitted to appear along with 
their relations in the halls of their 
forefathers, and to be spectators 
of the ceremonies there performed, 
but without partaking in them in 
the least. The Inquisition judged, 
this might be done to avoid ha 
and bitterness, especially after a 
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ious declaration that they 
were Christians, and disapproved 
of the custom they were to attend. 
They were farther indulged in 
hanging up the tables of their an- 
eestors in their houses, without 
any other inscription but the name 
of the deceased, and a declaration 
affixed, containing the Christian 
faith concerning departed souls. 
And they were allowed to retain 
such of the ancient funeral rites 
as were free from superstition 
and all appearance of ne 
they were first instructed by the 
bishops and other principal di- 
vines, which of those ceremonies 
might be deemed innocent. These 
trivial indulgences were insuf- 
ficient to soften the resentment of 
the Jesuits at the unexpected 
decree. 

Clement the Eleventh had two 
years before this, in 1702, ap- 
_ a legate, with almost un- 
imited powers, to visit the new 
congregations of Papistical Chris- 
tians in Asia, particularly the 
Indian and Chinese, and by whole- 
some laws and regulations to ac- 
commodate the differences between 
them.* The person fixed upon 
was Charles Thomas de Tournon, 
of an ancient and noble family in 
Lorraine, a divine who, by his 
piety and probity, had acquired 
the general esteem and affection of 
the court at Rome. The Pope him- 
self, to convey the higher autho- 
rity to his office, consecrated him 
Patriarch of Antioch.+ It is com- 
mon at Rome to create patriarchs, 
archbishops, and bishops, as mere- 
ly titular, as theatrical emperors 
and kings ; I mean, that they only 
represent certain patriarchs, arch- 
bishops, and bishops. Tournon 
was one of these nominal patri- 





* See his Commission and further ac- 
counts of him in P. Norbert’s Memoires 
Historiques sur les Missions des Indes 
Orientales, tom. i. p. 111. 

+ Du Halde is much mistaken in call- 
ing him Patriarch of India; but this is 
tot bis only mistake. 
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archs, and had not the least juris- 
diction in the city, or territory, 
from which his title was bor- 
rowed. He embarked on the 5th 
of August, 1703, and landed at 
Pondicherry, on the coast of Co- 
romandel, on the 6th of November 
in the same year. Here he staid 
till the 11th of July in the next 
year, and arrived in China in 
1705. Tle Jesuits received him 
with all the marks of honour 
which a legate of the Pope could 
expect from the subjects of his 
master. They even exceeded their 
duty: they procured him access 
to the great at court, and an 
audience of the Emperor, permit- 
ted the most honourable of their 
converts to attend him in his pub- 
lic entries, and prevailed with the 


‘Emperor to distinguish him by 


various favours from all other am- 
bassadors. But this respect lasted 
only whilst they had hopes that 
he would at least have found out 
a medium betwixt them and their 
adversaries. The moment he de- 
clared against them, a terrible 
storm arose against him. Tournon 
was of that party in the church of 
Rome who are called the Rigids, 
and therefore naturally an enemy 
to the Jesuits and their doctrine, 
which is more lax and moderate. 
It might be easily foreseen, that 
one of this character would not 
favour them, and their manner of 
converting: he signified as much 
soon after his arrival, but for some 
time kept his zeal within certain 
bounds. Whilst he was prudent, 
they continued obliging and re- 
spectful. But his prudence failed 
him as soon as he had an account 
from Europe of the judgment of 
the Inquisition against the Jesuits. 
In the year 1707, he published a 
strict ordinance in the name of the 
Pope, agreeably to the decree of 
the holy office, and under pain of 
excommunication prohibited all 
that was prohibited in that decree. 
This so embittered the Jesuits, 
that they determined he should 






feel the whole weight of their re- 
sentment. They and their parti- 
zans first appealed from him to 
the Pope, and thereby evaded the 
censure. of disobedience. Next 
they represented his procedure to 
the Emperor, as a violation of his 
prerogative. Indeed, it is hard to 
acquit him of a crime like this. 
Cam-hi, as was related before, 
had sent a writing under his own 
hand to Rome to disculpate the 
Jesuits, and attest, that the Chi- 
nese meant by the word Tien, not 
heaven, but that infinite Spirit, 
who dwells in heaven, and go- 
verns. the universe; and that the 
ceremonies permitted by the Jesuits 
were not religious, but political, 
and ancient customs of the empire. 
And here a stranger, a legate of an 
European bishop, boldly and pub- 
licly opposes the Emperor, and 
in his own dominions, without his 
knowledge, makes a law to pro- 
hibit the subjects from practices 
enjoined by the laws of the em- 
pire. No sovereign prince would 
suffer a conduct like this to pass 
with impunity. It is doubtless 
that Tournon, pious as his meaning 
was, far transgressed the bounds 
of prudence and respect. He was, 
in truth, not qualified to discharge 
reputably and usefully the great 
and important commission he was 
entrusted with. His good dis- 
position was under the influence 
of a narrow spirit and weak un- 
derstanding, of which his writings, 
letters, a injunctions, printed by 
Norbert and others, furnish abun- 
dant proof: they contain dry and 
insipid thoughts, so swelled, in- 
deed, by pompous expression, that 
the careless and injudicious reader 
can hardly distinguish their flat- 
ness and impotence. Cam-hi was 
exceedingly provoked, when the 
Jesuits informed him, that the 
European, to whom he had been 
so gracious, had presumed to with- 
stand him and his edict, and to 
know more of the religion of his 
country than himself. He there- 
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fore, immediately, published a 
strict mandate, by which all Ro- 
mish ecclesiastics in China were 
forbid, under severe penalties, to 
teach any thing contrary to the 
laws of the empire, and to the 
ancient traditions of the Chinese, 
Most of them obeyed. The few 
who paid greater regard to the 
Patriarch’s injunction were im- 
prisoued, treated with great se- 
verity, and banished the empire. 
Tournon himself was ordered im- 
mediately to quit the country, or 
to be punished as a traitor. He 
did not wait for a repetition of 
this order, but hastened to Macao, 
there to embark, and avoid the 
fury of the Emperor, or rather of 
the Jesuits. But whilst he was 
preparing for his departure, it was 
recollected at the court of Pekin, 
that if he was sutiered to return 
to Rome, he would certainly make 
heavy complaints of his _perse- 
cutors, A fresh order was issued 
to secure his person and detain 
him a prisoner at Macao, till the 
return of two Jesuits, whom the 
Emperor despatched to Rome, 
The unfortunate Tournon was 


‘forced to change his character of 


an apostolical legate and law- 
giver for that of a state-prisoner, 
and to pass four years in great 
trouble and anxiety, under a 
strong guard, in the house of the 
Bishop of Macao. His enemies 
the Jesuits were his keepers, and 
they doubtless were not negligent 
of their charge. It is possible 
that their adversaries have con- 
siderably aggravated his distresses 
and indignities in prison. They 
did not probably so far forget the 
prudence essential to their order, 
as to treat a legate of the Pope 
like a common malefactor. And 
they could never have been par- 
doned at Rome, had they been 
entirely unmindful of their duty 
to the Pope and him. But thus 
much is certain, that whatever 
little respect they may have shewa 
him, was mixed with various in- 
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stances of bitterness, contempt, 
and mortification.* Clement the 
Eleventh was amazed when he 
heard of the fate of his legate, 
and thought the best method of 
alleviating his misery was to raise 
him to the highest dignity next to 
his own. He honoured the pri- 
soner with a cardinal’s hat, in 
hopes that his merciless keepers 
would treat a cardinal with more 
civility and respect than a patri- 
arch. But the new cardinal, and 
the authority he affected, were 
subject of ridicule at Macao. 
His troubles continued till a se- 
vere fit of sickness put an end to 
his life, on the 8th day of June, 
1711. The adversaries of the Je- 
suits pretended all over Europe 
that he had been poisoned, and 
that the poison was administered 
to him at Pekin by Pereyra, a 
Jesuit.¢ But this rumour has 
rather the air of calumny. To 
what purpose can they be sup- 





*. Clement the Eleventh, in the bull of 
excommunication he published against 
the Bishop of Macao, who was among the 
most bitter of Tournon’s enemies, de- 
scribes his sufferings in the following 
words: ‘* Innotuit nobis quod Carolus 
Thomas Tournonius——tametsi tunc tem- 
= in civitate Macaonensi, non quidem 

paganis, sed ab officialibus et ministris 
Christianis— multorum militum diurna 
nocturnaque custodia, ut captivus de- 
tineretur, aliisque acerbissimis et plane 
incredibilibus injuriis et contnmeliis, ipsis 
exhorrescentibus ethnicis, afflictus repe- 
riretur—nihilominus, &c. See Norbert’s 
Memoires, Tom. I. p. 304. 

t Anecdotes de la Chine, Tom, I. p. 88. 
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osed to have imprisoned him at 

acao, and prevented his voyage, 
if they were assured that he car- 
ried death in his bosom? The 
motion of the ship, and other in- 
conveniences of so long a passage, 
must have hastened the effect of the 
poison, and soon put an end to his 
miserable life. It is reproach suf- 
ficient to the Jesuits, that they 
cannot clear themselves of the 
——— of extreme injustice 
and violence exercised upon @ 
legate of the Pope, a cardinal, 
and a man of piety. The body 
of the deceased cardinal was, after 
some years, conveyed to Europe, 
and his funeral obsequies were 
performed at Rome, amidst the 
tears and lamentation of the Pope 
and all his court. Clement the 
Eleventh, in a celebrated pane- 
gyrical oration, which he spoke 
in memory of him, in a full con- 
gregation of cardinals, extols him 
as a saint and a martyr.* And 
if the Jesuits had less power at 
the court of Rome than they have, 
he would probably before now 
have been admitted into the calen- 
dar of that church. Their enemies 
are waiting for a convenient op- 
portunity to solicit the canoniza- 
tion of this great sacrifice to their 
resentment and to his own indis- 
cretion. 

(To be continued. ) 





* It may be found among the other 
speeches of this Pope in P. Norbert’s 
Memoires sur les Missions Orientales, 
Tom. Il. p. 6. 


‘eure ee ereeirasnnseiaCararel 
—_———— ———— ——— 








MEMOIR OF THE REV. AARON WICKENS, 
PASTOR OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, GREAT DUNMOW, ESSEX. 
(Concluded from page 115.) 
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THE mental character of Mr. 
Wickens was much less distin- 
guished by vigour of thought, and 
Be srprenttioces of imagination, 
! y soundness of understand- 
ing, and by correctness of judg- 
ment, 


‘ N.S. No. 29. 


As a Christian he was very emi- 
nent. It was the testimony of the 
excellent individual who preached 
his funeral sermon—*‘ I have been 
acquainted with Mr. Wickens from 
his childhood: there are foibles 
in every man; but a single spot 
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in his character I have never 
known.” 

As a preacher, Mr. Wickens 
was distinguished by the excel- 
lencies which a sound and sanc- 
tified intellect never fails to se- 
cure; but he suffered in the 
popular opinion, by an inability, 
or an indisposition, to conform 
himself to the taste for lively 
pootine: which in his day was 

ginning to revive amongst re- 
gular nonconformists. In the lat- 
ter part of life, he delivered his 
sermons without the use of notes : 
but habit and infirmity denied him 
the liveliness which generally re- 
sults from an unfettered utterance, 
but which is very far from always 
attending it. Such, however, of 
his hearers as went to public wor- 
ship to be instructed and influ- 
enced as reasonable creatures, 
and who consequently, instead of 
leaving a concern for their im- 
provement entirely to the preach- 
er, endeavoured to obtain edifica- 
tion, were richly rewarded; and 
the survivors of them retain a 
high veneration for the character 
and instructions of their departed 
teacher. 

As a divine, the sentiments of 
Mr. Wickens were decidedly of 
the description which is usually 
called Calvinistic. But he was 
too good a Christian, and too 
faithful a minister, to ‘“ call any 
man his father upon the earth.” 
His religious views were drawn 
from an accurate and a familiar 
knowledge of the Hebrew and 
Greek Scriptures. The following 
passage, extracted from a letter 
to a friend, who had inquired of 
him, “‘ what are the weakest evi- 
dences of a true and saving faith 
in Christ ?” will at once afford a 
view of his sentiments, and of his 
mode of communicating them. 


“ But why inquire after the weakest 
evidences? Can any thing satisfy 
you, my dear friend, short of plain, 
full, and conclusive evidence in this 
matter? I hope not; but perhaps you 
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will tell me, that if you had.such evi* 
denee as effectually removes all uncer- 
tainty and doubt, you would not have 
proposed this inquiry. Perhaps you 
are almost ready to conclude that you 
have not this faith ; at most, you do not 
expect at present to find any thing more 
than the least, the weakest evidences 
that are discernible. These may be your 
thoughts; and in this case, though it 
would give me great pleasure to give 
you the least assistance in discerni 
the weakest evidences of a divine an 
saving faith, yet I cannot flatter myself 
with the hope of affording you much 
help in this case. I am not sufficiently 
acquainted with the state of your mind, 
your views, your hopes, and fears. I 
know not what evidences you can dis- 
cern, or what particular circumstances 
may lead you to question and doubt 
whether you have this faith or not; and 
without some knowledge of this kind, it 
is difficult to say any thing peculiarly 
suited to the particular case of an indi- 
vidual. It is not, indeed, difficult to 
mention some of the first evidences of 
faith; it is not difficult to mention such 
evidences as may be commonly found 
with the weakest Christians ; but the 
mind of one that is weak in the faith 
will often be unable to discern such evi- 
dences, or will have innumerable dif- 
ficulties in the way, and therefore does 
not admit them; and unless these dif- 
ficulties were known, how can I remove 
them? And as those who have a true 
but weak faith are generally of all others 
the most afraid of being deceived, so 
they are often exceedingly scrupulous 
and cautious what they admit as evi- 
dence in this matter; while others, who 
have only the form of godliness, can 
often content themselves without this 
scrupulous caution. In this case, there- 
fore, for want of a better acquaintance 
with the state of your mind, I am ata 
loss: but convinced of my sincere de- 
sire to serve your views, and promote 
your best interest to the utmost of my 
power, you will, I hope, excuse one, if 
what I offer here should appear wide of 
the mark. 

‘Tt will not be improper to observe, 
that there is not one kind of evidence 
for the strong believer, and another kind 
of evidence for the weak believer. No; 
the kind. of evidence is the same to 
both: only one may discern them more 
reg than the other. Both have a 
ove to Christ; both have a sense of the 
authority of Christ on their hearts, which 
bows them to\a willing subjection and 
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to Christ; but these may be 
much more plain, much less doubtful in 
the one than in the other. Again, 

“The strong Christian may some- 
times discern more evidences of his faith 
than the weak Christian. The strong 
Christian may sometimes discern a 
hatred to sin, a love to Christ, a strong 
confidence in him, and a larger mea- 
sure of heavenly-mindedness, and these 
together may afford him a large mea- 
sure of peace and joy; while the weak 
Christian has some hatred to sin, some 
love to Christ; and if he has the hope 
of heaven, it is founded on the atone- 
ment of Christ: but it may be so with 
him, that he can scarce discern any 
confidence in Christ, and finds little or 
almost nothing of heavenly-mindedness. 
Thus the evidences of the strong Chris- 
tian may be more numerous, as well 
as more clear, than those of the weak 
Christian. But as the weakest Chris- 
tian knows something of the work of 
salvation, and knows how intimately 
salvation is connected with faith, he 
cannot find solid satisfaction and spi- 
titual peace any further than he can 
find either the exercise or the evidence 
of this faith. It is not the plainest evi- 
dence laid before him, nor the utmost 
confidence of others concerning his faith, 
that can afford any solid and just satis- 
faction, unless he can find the witness 
in himself. 

“ What I would principally recom- 
mend here, therefore, is prayer and self- 
examination. Take frequent opportu- 
nities, on the Lord’s-day evenings, or 
such seasons as are most convenient, to 
tetire, undisturbed: spend some time 
in prayer for the divine assistance and 
blessing : endeavour, by reading or me- 
ditation, to compose your mind into a 
serious frame: consider the great im- 
portance of the matter into which you 
are going to inquire, that is, whether 
you have or have not a true and saving 
faith in Christ: endeavour, as far as 
possible, to guard against all partiality, 
sincerely desiring to know the truth, 
whether you have or have not this faith 
in Christ: and then, with this prepara- 
tion, with this view, enter upon the 
inquiry, in such order and manner as 
you may judge to be best. Perhaps 
something like the following plan may 
not be unsuitable. Your own judg- 
ment will assist you to enlarge it, and 
branch it out into such more particular 
inquiries as may be proper. 

“14. I read, Eccl. vii. 20, ‘ There is 
not a just man upon earth that doeth 


good and sinneth not.’ James ii. 10, 
‘ Whosoever shall’ keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all’ James iii. 2, ‘In many things 
we offend all.’ Rom. iii. 10, ‘ There is 
none righteous, no not one.’ Ver. 19, 
‘ What things soever the law saith, it 
saith to them who are under the law, 
that every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world may become guilty before 
God.’ Rom. v. 18, ‘ By the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men te 
condemnation.’ Thus the holy Scrip- 
tures teach me that all are sinners; that 
by reason of the sin of our first father, 
and by reason of our own personal want 
of conformity to the moral law, all are 
involved in guilt and condemnation. 
But what have I known of my own 
interest in this awful truth? Have I 
seen the depravity and blindness of my 
own understanding? What have I seen 
of the earthliness, corruption, deceit, 
enmity, and desperate wickedness of my 
own heart? What have I known of the 
vanity of my mind, the sinfulness of 
my thoughts, words, and actions? my 
sins against God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit—my sins against 
my own soul, against my fellow-crea- 
tures—my sins in respect to the truths, 
ordinances, and duties of religion—my 
sins in respect to my daily temper and 
deportment—and my sins in respect to 
the things of this world? Will not in- 
numerable witnesses rise up against me? 
Has not God seen all my sinfulness? 
What have I seen of it? 

“ What do I understand of the circum- 
stances, nature, and fruits of the first 
transgression? Has it not sunk the 
whole human nature in corruption and 
condemnation? What have I known of 
my own concern in that sin, and its con- 
sequences? Is not the moral law binding 
on all the human race? Does it not con- 
demn to everlasting punishment every 
one that is asinner? Am not! a sinner? 
Are not the proofs of it innumerable? Am 
not I a guilty condemned creature? Am 
I not unable to deliver myself? Am [ not 
ruined and lost? Have I been brought 
to a full, settled, and abiding conviction 
that I am a sinful, guilty, condemned 
creature, and that it is not in my own 
power, nor in the power of creatures to 
save me? Is this the settled judgment 
I form of myself, that if God does not 
help me, I must be miserable for ever? 
Does a settled and abiding sense of my 
miserable state fill me with earnest de- 
sires after salvation? Do I desire to be 
saved from sin, made holy, and recon- 
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ciled to God, as well as to be saved 
from punishment ? 

“2. I read, John iii. 16, ‘ God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.’ I learn that Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of God, was himself 
both God and man; Rom. ix. 5; 1 Tim. 
iii. 16; John i. 1. That he was sent 
from God; Gal. iv. 4. That he came 
into the world, to seek and to save that 
which was lost; Luke xix. 10. That he 
came into the world to save sinners, 
even the chief of sinners; 1 Tim. i. 15. 
That he is the one Mediator between 
God and men ; 1 Tim. ii. 5. That he is 
a Prophet; Acts iii. 22, 23. That he isa 
Priest; Heb. vii. 17, t0 the end That he 
is a King; Ps. ii. 6; Eph. i. 20, to the 
end; Phil. ii. 9—11: and that he must 
reign till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet; 1 Cor. xv. 25. Such are the 
views of Christ given me in the holy 
Scriptures. But what do I know of 
Christ in these views? Do I under- 
stand the doctrine of his complex per- 
son, so far as to see his fitness and ability 
for all the work of a Saviour? Do I 
consider him as appointed and sent by 
the Father, to testify his mercy, for the 
salvation of sinners? Do I understand 
the doctrine of his mediation? What 
is a Mediator? What gave the occasion 
for a Mediator between God and men? 
What is the great end of the mediation 
of Christ? Do I understand how God 
pen | be glorified, and sinners reconciled 
to God, and saved by this mediation of 
Christ ? 

“Ts Christ a mediatorial prophet? 
What is the work of a prophet? Why 
do I need such a prophet? What are 
the benefits of his prophetic work? Is 
Christ a mediatorial priest? Who con- 
stituted him such? What is the work of 
Christ as a priest? Has he made a per- 
fect atonement for sin, by the sacrifice 
of himself? Is there any method for the 
justification of sinners, besides that of 
a personal iuterest in his obedience to 
death? Is his sacrifice sufficient to 
atone for the sins of all who come to 
‘God by him? Is Christ the advocate 
for his people with the Father? Does 
he ever live to make intercession for 
them? Does the Father hear him al- 
ways? Is Christ a mediatorial King? 
Who constituted him aking? What is 
his kingdom? What are the laws of his 
kingdom? What are the privileges of his 
kingdom? Who are his subjects? Are 
a f a willing people? Will he protect 
and preserve his church? Will he suffer 
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any one of his faithful subjects to be 
eternally lost? Does he overrule all 
things -that concern his people? Does 
he govern the world? Will he come 
again, with power and great glory, to 
judge the world in righteousness? . Will 
e then condemn and punish all his 
enemies with everlasting destruction, and 
justify and glorify all his subjects? 

‘* 3. As Christ is revealed in Scripture 
as the Saviour of sinners, so I learn that 
there is no salvation in any other, Acts 
iv. 11, 12; that there is salvation in Christ 
for all who come to him in the appointed 
way for salvation, 1 John i. 7, Rey. 
xxii, 17, Heb. vii. 25, John vi. 37; and 
that the appointed method of salvation 
is by faith in Jesus Christ, Jobn iii, 
18. 26, Mark xvi. 15, 16. But how far 
do I understand these things? Why 
cannot sinners be saved without Christ? 
Would God have been unjust to man if 
he had provided no Saviour? Are not 
all in a state of just condemnation who 
have no part in Christ? Is there merit 
enough in the obedience and death of 
Christ to atone for the sins of the vilest 
sinner on earth? Is there not sufficient 
encouragement in the Gospel for .every 
sinner to apply to Christ who is sensible 
of his need of a Saviour? Can any man 
be saved by Christ who does not believe 
in him? Is it not by faith in Christ that 
sinners obtain justification and salva- 
tion? ‘ 

«In this method I would recommend 
a serious and impartial inquiry into 
your knowledge of your state, and your 
own convictions and concern on account 
of sin; into your knowledge of Christ 
in respect to his person, appointment, 
mission, general character as a Media- 
tor, and particular offices as a Prophet, 
Priest, and King; and into your know- 
ledge of the method of salvation through 
him. Then proceed in the enquiry. 

“4. As the whole human nature, in 
all its innumerable branches, is ruined 
by sin, so I find that the Scriptures 
proclaim redemption, reconciliation, and 
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ; John 
vi. 40. I have attended in some mea- 
sure to the testimony which God has 
given concerning his Son, and concern- 
ing the way of salvation through him; 
but it is one thing to understand the 
meaning of a proposition, and it is an- 
other thing to believe the truth of it. 
Let me, then, with the utmost serious- 
ness and impartiality, inquire, Do I not 
believe? De I believe as divinely true 
the testimony which God has given con- 
cerning Christ, and the way of salvation 
through him? Do I believe that Christ - 
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js both God and man? that he was ap- 
inted of God, and sent by him to save 


‘sinners? Can I believe this, and not 


believe that God is infinitely merciful, 
and willing to save all that come to him 
by Christ? Can I believe this, and not 

mire the love of God in sending his 
Son to die for sinners? Do I believe 
that Christ is the divine Mediator be- 
tween God and men? that he is a Pro- 

t, Priest, and King? that he does in 

t discharge all the work that belongs 
to these offices? Do 1 believe that the 
only way of salvation is by faith in him? 
Do I believe that all who come to him 
by faith shall be saved, though their sins 
have been never so great, numerous, 
and aggravated? Thus inquire whether 

ou do indeed believe what is testified 

y the word of God. There is often 
much more unbelief lies here than Chris- 
tians suspect: here the whole weight of 
salvation must lie; and therefore the 
mind must have a firm belief of this doc- 
trine, or there is no settled peace. 

“5. Do I cordially and entirely ap- 
prove this doctrine concerning Christ, 
and salvation through faith inhim? It 
is not impossible for the mind to under- 
stand and believe what it does not ap- 

ve; but do J see that every thing in 

rist, and in this method of salvation, 
is worthy of God, and suitable to sinful 
men, suitable to my own wants? Does 
it appear to me that in this method of 
salvation all the perfections and charac- 
ters of God are glorified, his law and 
justice honoured, the dignity of his 
government maintained, while sinners 
are saved? Do I entirely approve the 
Saviour, in his person, character, and 
work? Do I entirely approve the sal- 
vation, and the method of it? 

“6. Do I find any exercise of divine 
love to the Father, the fountain of all 
this mercy? to Christ, the Saviour? to 
the Holy Spirit, who has led me to some 
acquaintance with these great and glori- 
ous things? Do I love this salvation, 
consisting in deliverance from sin, as 
well as from condemnation—reconcilia- 
tion and peace with God, and eternal 
life in heaven? Do I love those who 
bear the image of Christ, and partake of 
this salvation ? 

“7. Do I receive or embrace Christ 
as he is revealed in the Gospel, for all 
the purposes for which he is revealed? 
But I need not enlarge here; the close 
of my former letter renders it needless. 
Some such method of inquiry and self- 
examination as this may bring things 

to the conscience, and with a di- 
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vine blessing may help to discover whe- 
ther you have or have not a true and 
saving faith in Christ. That you may 
find some tolerable evidence of this 
faith in yourself is my earnest desire ; 
to know that you find it so, would 
afford me a solid and lasting pleasure, 
and your benefit would be inexpressible 
and eternal: God grant that it may be so. 
But if you do not yet find satisfactory 
evidence, be not discouraged ; wait on 
the Lord, and be of good courage, and 
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, 
I say, on the Lord. Ps. xxvii. 14. Re- 
peat the inquiry often, and with earnest 

rayer. Meditate much on the love of 

od in providing a Saviour. Meditate 
on the person, mission, mediation, of- 
fices, power, and grace of Christ, and 
on the way of salvation through him. 
Depend upon every help in my power 
to give you. And may the God of 
peace give you the knowledge of salva- 
tion, and guide your feet into the way 
of peace.” 


The reader will forgive this 
length of quotation from the MS. 
of a man very highly esteemed in 
his day, but who has left behind 
him few traces of his holy and 
benevolent mind: at. the same 
time, the prolixity of the extract 
forbids the insertion of some other 

assages in the papers of Mr. 
ickens, which were intended to 
be given. 

As a protestant nonconformist, 
Mr. Wickens was firm, but libe- 
ral. He did not shrink to no- 
thingness at the approach of a man 
differing im sentiment from himself, 
and possessed of somewhat more 
of worldly importance ; he did not 
consider himself as under an obli- 
gation to conform his sentiments 
to the current opinions of the day ; 
he did not regard an exuberance 
of liberal professions as the best 
evidence of his charity: but he 
respected and loved all good men, 
and he lived in habits of strict 
intimacy with persons of ba * if- 
ferent views from bis own. Man 
a high character for liberality is 
acquired by a want of consti- 
tutional firmness, or of fixed sen- 
timents, or of the strict integrity 
which prohibits a surrender of the 
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least particle of truth. To earn 
a reputation for liberality from the 
first of these causes was forbidden 
to Mr. Wickens by nature, and to 
earn this reputation from the two 
other causes was still more im- 
peratively forbidden to him by 
divine grace. 

Mr. Wickens left behind him a 
MS. volume on the subject of 
baptism, in which he endeavours 
to prove, that none but the chil- 
dren of church members have a 
right in their infancy to that ordi- 
nance, 

The inscription on his grave, 
written by his excellent friend Mr. 
Thorogood, of Bocking, who in the 
course of a very short time followed 


. Mons. Rochat, an exiled Swiss Minister, 
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him into eternity, is highly encomi- 
astic, but strictly correct. 


In this tomb 
are deposited the Remains of the 
Rev. AARON WICKENS, 
Thirty years Minister of the Gospel in this 
1 


jace. 
A Manof solid larting 3 an accurate Critic; 
A judicious and scriptural Preacher ; 
A diligent and faithful Pastor. 
His immediate Connections mourn the logs 
of a wise and steady Friend, 
a kind and affectionate Relative. 
If genuine and liberal Piety, 
if firm attachment to Evangelical Truth, 
if inflexible integrity and active 
benevolence, 
are held in due estimation, 
his memory must be precious, 
He departed this life, 
April 30th, 1799. 
Aged 55 Years. 


——>——————___—_—————— 
ORIGINAL ESSAYS, COMMUNICATIONS, &c. 


MONSIEUR ROCHAT, AN EXILED 
SWISS MINISTER, ON THE FAITH 
AND LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN. 


GENTLEMEN,—-Your indulgence will, 1 
trust, pardon my pgs vegen in request- 
ing you to grant me a P in your 
Magazine. My first two letters rh pend 
much honoured friend Dr. J. P. Smith,were 
merely the fireside conversations of an in- 
valid with a brother, and were therefore 
nned without order or method. Brought 
our worthy Doctor before the public, 
I endeavo' to trace my. third letter 
with more method, but that was only des- 
tined to throw light on one point of our 
friendly controversy; it therefore now 
appears to me conscientiously my duty, to 
recapitulate, as briefly as possible, some of 
the principal points, as well with regard 
to faith, as to the Christian life, and 
on the discernment requisite in those 
who fess to belong to Christ. If on 
glancing over this confession of my senti- 
ments, any reader is inclined to doubt 
the conformity of one or other of the 
articles with the Holy Bible, I entreat 
him to examine carefully all the passages 
quoted, and to judge whether they are not 
applied in their simplest and strictest sense. 
'o this brief exposition, 1 wish to add 
a discussion as short and rapid as [ possibly 
can, without injury tothe subject, on an opi- 
nion the most serious in its consequences, 
and on which as yet I have been silent. 
Ihave the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient humble servant, 


3d April, 1827. Cc, R. 


WAV 


THE Saviour, who is “ the way, 
the truth, and the life,” has said, 
«© He who cometh unto me, I will 
in no wise cast out.” John vi. 37. 

To come to Christ, is the serious 
actof a soul, who, “ sick, wretched, 
and heavy laden,” seeks in Christ 
his rest ; ‘ flies for refuge” towards 
Christ,* as the Saviour in whom 
God, (whose promises in him are 
yea, and in him amen ;”) + promises 
** remission of sins, and the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, wisdom, righ- 
teousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption.” ¢ 

I feel in my conscience, that 
God has given me grace to go 
thus unto Christ with sincerity. I 
ought then to be assured of not 
being cast out, since Christ, who 
cannot lie, has delared, that he 
who cometh to him shall in no 
wise be cast out. 

This faith, which is now my 
consolation and my peace, is at 
the same time, roe of necessity, 





* Luke v. 31.; Rev. iii 17.; Matt 
xi. 28.; Heb. vi. 18, 

+ 2 Cor. i. 20. 

t Mark xvi. 15.; Luke xxiv, 47. ; Acts 
ii. 38, 39. ; xiii. 38, 39.; 1 Cor, i. 30. 
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sanctification, by the virtue of 
the Holy Spirit; for Christ is not 
less sanctification than he is righ- 
teousness on the part of God to 
all believers. 1 Cor. i. 30.; Rom. 
i. 16. 

When. I “ grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, by whom I have 
been sealed unto the day of re- 
demption ;”* my soul can no longer 
enjoy happiness: it is at such 
seasons that fears arise, that some- 
times doubts assail, or perhaps 
even anguish overwhelms. But 
coming to myself by the grace of 
God, “I go to my Father, and 
say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before 
thee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son;” I return to 
that “‘ immutable” promise, to that 
oath made to the broken and con- 
trite of spirit, who look to Christ 
as their refuge.t I implore my 
God in his infinite mercy to grant 
me wisdom, and with joy I hear 
him command me not to doubt, 
that he will give it to me; thus I 
am mercifully recalled to strengthen 
myself without any doubt on the 
rich and “‘ precious promises” of 
the eternal love and long-suffering 
of my God, and to await with cer- 
tainty from this ‘‘ God of hope,” 
that wisdom which he has pro- 
mised ‘‘ to give liberally, and 
without upbraiding, to all who 
shall ask it.”t , 

I have the testimony of my 
conscience, that it is in simplicity 
and godly sincerity,§ that I thus 
return unto him; and, therefore, 
perhaps immediately, perhaps not 
80 speedily,|| yet most certainly, 
some fruit of obedience and of 





* Ephes. iv. 30. 
t+ Luke xv. 17—22.; 1 John i. 9.; 
James iv. 6.; Psalm li. 17.; Rev. xxi. 6.; 

Heb. vi. 17, 18, ; John vi. 40. ; and iii. 14.; 
Num. xxi. 8, 9.; Isaiah xlv. 22. 

_t Jamesi.5,6.; Matt. vii.7,8 ; Luke 
xi, 11—13,.; Rom. iv. 20--25 ; 2 Peter 
i.4.; Rom. xv. 13. 

§ 2 Cor. i. 12. 
lj Matt. xv. 21--28.; Luke xi. 5—9.; 
and xviii. 1, &c. 
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advancement in holiness will ap- 
pear to bear also its testimony. 

When [I live in faith, I live in 
peace: the more God gives me to 
contemplate my Saviour, freely 
offering, promising, and assuring 
me all things, the more full and 
habitual is my joy by the Holy 
Spirit. This joy, although pos- 
sessing none of the impetuosity of 
human passions, is ‘ unspeakable 
and glorious.”* I take care, how- 
ever, not to confuse the assurance 
of salvation with the joys of salva- 
tion. It is one thing to be con- 
vinced that I a wretched sinner, 
and worthy only to be hated, shall 
be saved, because I am certain of 
the sincerity with which I believe 
in the promises of my God, and 
because the Bible declares, that 
he who believes shall be saved; 
and another, to rejoice in this sal- 
vation with fulness of joy. The 
pangs of sin, seasons of coldness 
—those clouds, which from time 
to time surround the believer, 
—and numerous other different 
causes, nay, even bodily infir- 
mities, esidiphe great variations in 
our sense of happiness: whenever 
it pleases the peed to grant me 
those joys full and entire, I ought 
most gratefully to bless him for 
them; but that for which I par- 
ticularly pray is, that during my 
pilgrimage, even amid dark vallies 
a dreary wastes, he will deign to 
grant me in his mercy to rest on 
his unerring promises, “ establish- 
ing my heart with grace ;” that his 
grace may be sufficient for me, 
which is better than life.+ 

As there are many who, instead 
of examining seriously, sincerely, 
conscientiously, and in the pre- 
sence of the judgment seat of 
God; whether their soul is really 
fixed on Christ; content them- 
selves with a superficial glance on 
the subject, and may, without a 





* Rom. v. 1. and xv. 13.; 1 Thess, 
i. 6.; 1 Pet. i. 8. 

+ Heb. xiii. 9.; 2 Cor, xii. 9.; Psalm 
Ixiii. 3. 
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deep examination of their heart, 
but from some unfounded notions, 
some deceit of their imagination, 
or from a mere historical know- 
ledge of the true doctrines, per- 
suade themselves, carelessly, that 
they do place their faith in him ; 
pore | as there are also hypocrites, 
it is absolutely necessary, in order 
to discern the true state of the mind, 
not to be contented with the testi- 
mony of the lips, but to look for 
those fruits which are the necessary, 
the never-failing effects of faith, and 
without which “ no one shall see 
God.” 
Whoever professes to have 
laced his hopes on Christ, whilst 
his life remains a stranger to the 
birth of those progressive fruits 
which are infallibly produced, 
although in very different degrees,* 
by every ‘‘ branch” that is grafted 
‘on the vine,”+ may be as- 
sured that his faith is purely ima- 
ginary. To such a man one may, 
and one ought boldly to declare, 
that his soul has never yet been 
a by faith to Jesus as its only 
life. 
Permit me now to speak on the 
subject mentioned at the begin- 


ning. 

‘A great number of persons, with 
the Bible before them, feel obliged 
to admit, that God having freely 
** promised eternal life” through 
Jesus Christ, and not being ‘‘ man 
to lie,” a sincere and heartfelt be- 
lief in this promise, brings with it 
the certainty of obtaining eternal 
life. But these same persons .af- 
firm, on the one hand, that this 
certainty cannot be enjoyed until 
we are convinced that our faith is 
sincere; and on the other, that we 
cannot be assured that our faith is 
sincere, but by sanctification, which 
results from it. Some esteemed 
friends have expressed this opi- 
nion. 


Itis forgotten, perhaps, by those 





* Matt. xiii.8; 1 Cor, xii; Eph. iv. 
7; 1 Pier. iv. 10, 
+ Johu xv. 1--6, 


who reason thus, that they set 
aside the secret testimony of the 
conscience ; that in the first place, 
man is a being endowed with the 
faculty of knowing himself, and 
of judging of the sentiments of his 
mind.—2d. That this faculty, dark- 
ened by sin, is purified by regene- 
ration, and gifted by the Holy 
Spirit of God, with a purity and 
susceptibility constantly increas- 
ing.—3d. That the Holy Spirit, 
who has “sealed” the believer, 
and anointedhim “ with an anoint- 
ing which abideth in him,” and 
which is‘no lie, ‘‘ bears witness 
with his spirit,” to testify to him 
of the truth.* Let these three 
considerations be reflected on with 
serious attention, and it will be 
seen that the child of God has, by 
the internal light of his conscience, 
a testimony of the sincerity of his 
faith, as clear and certain as it is 
possible to imagine, independently 
of the works of sanctification. 
And can it be! that faith, the 
most powerful operation of the 
Almighty power of God on the 
heart, a work the most astonishing, 
is to be performed in my soul, 
without my being able to discern 
it, or to feel it with certainty, 
The very essence of faith is to lay 
aside all boasting, all self-righte- 
ousness, all pretension to the 
slightest merit, to the smallest 
virtue, to the least shadow of 
good in my nature, and to seek 
but Christ, to seek alone the righ- 
teousness of Christ, his pardon, his 
grace, his Holy Spirit; and yet 
feelings so clear, my conscience is 
unable to testify to me clearly; 
feelings so completely in contra- 
diction with the deepest and dearest 
sentiments of my carnal mind; 
such an entire overthrow of my 
first nature, I am unable to distin- 
guish with any certainty! I am 
unable to distinguish it even with 
the faculty of an iatellectual being, 
to ‘‘know what is in one,” 1 Cor. 





* 2 Cor. i. 21,22; Eph.i.13; 1dohn 


ii. 27; Rom, viii. 15, 16, 
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i£11,and with that faculty purified 

regeneration, even when the 
Hoty Spirit of God bears witness 
with the spirit of the believer! To 
support this, surely would be to 
establish the most complete scep- 
ticism, and to judge of the most 

faith of the elect of God, as 
one would judge the weakest, the 
most imperceptible, the most un- 
certain, the most obscure of 
sentiments ! 

Some, perhaps, may say, do 

you then suppose that faith can 
exist without works? No! [ 
should be an infidel could I only 
think it; I should by that deny 
the holiness of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, of 
whom the Bible declares the Chris- 
tian to be the temple; I should re- 
fute all the ‘evidences of sacred 
writ; But let me beg it to be re- 
marked, that the question here is 
not whether faith produces works, 
but whether works are the main- 
spring of the Christian’s peace of 
mind, The following are different 
exercises of the believer’s mind, 
which I beg to present to the se- 
rious consideration of the ‘‘ blessed 
of the Lord,” who by his grace 
are enabled to walk in the * nar- 
row path.” 
“When a man is newly converted 
by faith in the Redeemer, he has 
within him rather the seeds of ho- 
liness, than that holiness suffi- 
ciently developed to be visible to 
hitiself; yet those who are accus- 
tomed to discern spiritual things, 
perceive in this newly-born child 
of God real proofs of faith. 

There are times when all is 
darkness to the Christian, nay, 
when he is enveloped, as it were, 
in the shades of night, in which he 
isifsensible to all, except his own 
insensibility, and that from God 
here exists a promise. 

At other moments his innu- 
merable transgressions alone arrest 
his view, which rise before him in 

array, as so many ministers 
of death against his adil 

N. 8. No, 28. 


At other times he is assailed by 
the most violent or shameful 
tations, which rage as ocean-bil- 
lows around, ready to overwhelm 
him. 

When, ‘after having fallen in 
sin, or after seasons of-careless- 
ness, we return to the Lord, then 
we are only capable of feeling our 
hardness of heart, our ingratitude 
towards him, and the odious abuse 
we make of his mercies; we see 
ourselves to be perverse, and 
worthy only to be hated, and we 
see but that alotie. 

Even in those seasons wherein 
God has blessed us with several 
sanctifying graces, it sometimes 
happens that we are violently 
harassed in our minds, either by 
the sense of some important duty 
neglected, or by some sin into 
which we repeatedly fall. We 
have the desire to fulfil the duty, 
to conquer the sin, but we cannot, 
Whilst the inner man condemns 
the evil, the outer man favours it; 
we pray even with tears, we are 
not delivered; though we do not 
feel ourselves to be entirely sin- 
cere in our demands for this deli- 
verance, still, however, we wish 
to obtain it; every new fall is, as 
it were, a warrant of condem- 
nation which oppresses us; alarm 
seizes the soul,—anguish torments 
it,—we doubt whether we are chil- 
dren of God. The promise of 
the Lord, always free and un- 
changing, can alone pour balm 
into our wounded spirit. — This 
promise, which includes all, and 
assures freely of all, is, in these 
combats, the only stay of the 
soul, 

It happens also that at the mo- 
ment when the heart is employed 
in returning thanks to the Lord for 
deliverance from some evil for 
which he had invoked him, what 
still remains to be conquered, 
what still remains to be wrought 
in us, rises on our view as a world 
before which that deliverance 
granted is but asa point, Satan. 

2I 
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also would fain insinuate to us that 
the absence of this sin may be but 
the effect of circumstance.and not 
of grace; and to procure peace to 
our soul, we must instantly seek 
refuge under shelter of the pro- 
mise. 

In these various positions, I 
must ensure my safety, if I know 
how to appreciate the eternal de- 
- lights which are at the right hand 
of God, and to weigh the horrors 
of an eternal reprobation; and if 
I call to mind that each hour 
sounds to me a menace from the 
** king of terrors.” Besides, Jesus 
our Lord and Saviour has said, 
“* my I leave with you,” and 
the New Testament Fopentnssy 
represents peace as a reigning fea- 
pa in the life of the ransomed. 
Now, in the situations that I have 
described, it would be impossible 
for me to know peace or safet; 
but in the promise of God throug 
Christ, and in the consciousness of 
my sincere reliance on those infal- 
lible promises ; and every oné who 
is really in Christ, is well aware 
that these various states form by 
no means the smallest portion of 
the life of a child of God, that 
there are even a thousand others 
in which the Christian’s peace of 
mind is alone ensured by the 
pear, and the testimony his 

vart gives him before God; that 
he embraces this promise as his 
only salvation, his only strength. 
In order that this truth may be 
felt, it will, perhaps, suffice, to 
present two general reflections. 
1st, The Christian’s life is a life 
of warfare, and will be such unto 
theend; this warfare, as described 
by the Apostle Paul, in the 7th 
dot to the Romans, is always 
laborious, sometimes most violent. 
In this continued conflict, what is 
the lamentation of the soldier of 
Christ, when looking at himself? 
** Wretched man that I am!” this 
is his complaint, his heartfelt com- 
laint; and it is only when turning 
f eyes with the consciousness of 
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his sincerity on Jesus, “‘ the author 
and finisher of his faith,” that he 
rejoices, that he triumphs ; and ex, 
claims, ‘‘ I return thanks to God 
through Jesus Christ.” 

2d. The goal proposed to the 
Christian is perfection. The more 
he advances, the more the len 
breadth, height, and depth of this 
perfection, which has no limi 
presents itself forcibly to him, and 
the more, also, the progress he 
has made, seems, in comparison, 
a nothing. No one ever found 
the proof of his eternal peace on 
what seems to him a nothing, and 
which often fades from his view 
whilst he contemplates it. That 
which alone can satisfy the mind, 
is the infinite mercy of a God who 
invites it to shelter itself under his 
wings, with the promise of eternal 
safety, and the feeling that in-sin- 
cerity it seeks there its refuge, 

Let us then beware how we lay 
aside the testimony of the con- 
science; on the contrary, let us 
attach to it the importance, and 
the high importance, it merits, re- 
membering that in a thousand in- 
stances that and that only can suf- 
ficiently assure us of the reality of 
our faith, and that from thence 
flows, on numerous occasions, the 
only source of peace to a believer. 

It is not sufficiently considered, 
that even to ascertain to myself 
whether my works are really done 
in the spirit of the Lord, I must 
have ieee to internal con- 
viction, Every virtue may be 
counterfeited ; the principle may 
be bad which dictates an action 
the most holy in appearance ; and 
it may proceed from motives carnal 
and impure. For example, the 
Apostle John, in his ist Epistle, 
presents love to the brethren, as @ 
proof whereby to assure our hearts 
before God; but I may seek 
them, love their society, parti- 
cipate with eagerness in their con- 
versations, in their devout exer- 
cises, and their holy enterprises, 
and all from a principle entirely 
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eartal; my fortune may be em- 
yed for them, and my body 
rot in their cause, and yet I may 
not have charity, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. 
It is therefore necessary, in order 
to prove even my works, it is ne- 
cessary for all, and at all times, 
to resort to the testimony of the 
conscience; thus we see that St. 
Paul referred to it frequently for 
himself; for example, 2 Cor. i. 12, 
“Our rejoicing is this, the testi- 
mony of our conscience, that in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, not 
with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our 
conversation in the world, and more 
abundantly to you ward.” In sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity, says the 
Apostle, simplicity and sincerity, 
two chief gospel virtues, the basis 
of the Christian character, two 
marks whereby to distin- 

guish a child of God; and for 
these, St. Paul rests on the testi- 
tiony of his conscience, and his 
heart is assured by that testimony 


all doubt. 

us then beware how we take 
any thing from the glorious virtue 
of this internal evidence, which 


proved to St. Paul that he was a 


Sincere servant of the Lord! but 


conclude from the above conside- 
rations, that real faith existing in 
the heart is felt by the heart, and 
that it finds in the conscience of 
the true believer a precious and 
infallible pledge of its sincerity. 
At the same time that we acknow- 
ledge that the works of the Holy 
Spirit in us are delightful confir- 
Mations of our faith, when God 
gives us to enjoy them as such, 
that they aid in a positive man- 
ner to establish our hearts, and 
that to suppose a believer could 
live assured of the reality of his 
faith by the testimony of his con- 
science, without any evidence of 
works produced by the Spirit, 
would be to suppose an impossi- 
bility ; let us confess, nevertheless, 
that the chief strength of the be- 

is his faith, seen, not by 
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the light of his works, but by the 
testimony which the Holy Spirit 
renders to his conscience ; that it 
is in sincerity as a sinner void of 
all resource, that he confides in 
the promises for grace, mercy, 
and peace, and in order to be 
made holy unto God. 

To set this aside, would be to 
plunge the Christian into an abyss 
of anguish -and perplexity. Not 
to allow that he can be assured 
of the reality of his faith until he 
is advanced in sanctification, in- 
deed, as many affirm, far ad- 
vanced, would be to oblige him 
to pass the greatest portion of his 
life, and sometimes nearly the 
whole of it, in a state of uncer- 
tainty with regard to the reality 
of his faith, that is to say, in doubt 
whether he may not be the victim 
of everlasting condemnation! No- 
thing but a guilty carelessness to 
our eternal interests—alas! too 
common, can render a life passed 
in such uncertainty other than a 
life of wretchedness. No! with 
this doubt in the heart, it is only 
by considering vaguely our own 
state, and the fearful eternity be- 
fore us, that we can escape this 
distress of mind, which would 
amount even to agony in that in- 
finite number of days wherein the 
feeling of our sins hides from us 
our spiritual advancement, and in 
that not less infinite number, 
wherein this advancement seems 
but an atom in the vast and un- 
bounded field of perfection. Thus, 
instead of those repeated exhorta- 
tions addressed to the faithful as a 
body, ‘ Rejoice in the Lord al- 
ways, and again, I say rejoice” — 
“be always Fg Be of 
that peace, of that “« unspeakable 
joy,” spoken of as a blessing 
reposing on the entire people 
of God; we must (representing 
the enjoyment of these privileges 
as exceptions), chill the heart by 
another Gospel. ‘“ When you 
can with certainty assure your- 
selves of being arrived at a cer- 
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tain degree of perfection, then you 
may assure yourselves of having 
saving faith, and rejoice in it as a 
certainty, but not before; until then 
it is a matter of doubt.” Ah! it 
is not thus that our Lord speaks ! 
I would wish to address with 
affectionate earnestness one ques- 
tion—one only question—to each 
companion of my pilgrimage in 
the sacred path, “ M ro- 
ther, with thy hand on thy cor- 
science tell me———From whenee 
thinkest thou to derive peace. 
Yes! from whence thinkest thou 
to derive it when on thy death- 
bed, in the presence of the judg- 
ment of God? From the tes- 
timony that thy heart will bear 
thee of the sincerity of thy faith 
in the blood of Christ? or, in 
seeking for that testimony from 
works? 





thy Daily thou art on 
thy bed of death!” 
y cannot think that any reader, 


who will have given his attention 
to what I have advanced, can 
accuse me of a wish to plead the 
cause of hateful antinomianism or 
of impenitence, any more than 
that of those persons, who in their 
indolence profane Christ by mak- 
ing him not the resting-place of 
their souls, but of. their idleness. 
God knows, that I plead the cause 
of his children, of those whose 
hearts are upright and sincere: 
nothing gives me more horror than 
the impious assurance in the pro- 
mise, that those dare profess who 
live as far from a godly life as 
they ever did—nothing is more 
peer than to listen to that indo- 
ent and lukewarm security, “ I 
am in Christ,” without the soul 
ever appearing to ask itself, “‘ Am 
I a new creature?” I would be 
for ever crying to persons of this 
last denomination, whose delusion, 
although less striking, appears to 
me one of the most perfidious 
snares of the enemy, who per- 
suade themselves that they are 
become very pious, and wish to be 
thought such by the children of 
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from his mouth!”* But care 
must also be taken not to lead 
indirectly, under the thunders of a 
second Sinai, ‘‘ the poor and con. 
trite in spirit who tremble at the 
word of the Lord;”+ and thus to 
put to the rack the beloved of 
God, whom Christ has begot that 
they may rejoice in him. 

t is hoped that this discourse 
will be permitted from a man, who, 
when under the influence of the 
same false light, which he has 
here endeavoured to combat, ex- 
perienced for many years mental 
sufferings, which the longest life 
can never efface from his me- 
mory. Let it be permitted him 
to say, that he considers it his 
most sacred duty to support the 
privilege given to the believer, to 

e fully assured of his faith by 
the testimony of his conscience, 
because he feels in the presence 
of his God, that such is the truth 
according to Holy Writ; it is 
the divine strength of the be- 
liever amid his conflicts, and who- 
ever tears from him this _privi- 
lege, tears from him his life. Let 
it be permitted a minister of 
Christ, who has the greatest hor- 
ror of every unworthy abuse of 
divine grace, to aed also 
every thing that tends to weaken, 
or to veil in obscurity this clear, 
this perfect certainty of faith, the 
very life of the just,t which the 
Gospel of God breathes and 
proclaims from one end to the 
other. 

Woe unto us, if we preach not 
on the house tops; ‘ without 
sanctification, none shall see the 
Lord.” But also, woe unto us! 
if we ‘‘ bruise the broken reed!” 





* Rev. iii. 15, 16. 
t Es. Ixvi. 2. 
t Rom. i. 17,; Gal, iii. 11.; Heb. x.38 


God; but who, though select 
; but who ug ing a 
life regular as ‘to its exterior, are 
alas! “* neither cold nor hot,” J 
would be for ever crying to them, 
‘* Beware, lest the Lord reject ye 
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Woe, without doubt, if we do 
not openly announce, that “ all 
who say unto Christ, Lord, Lord, 
shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but.he alone who does 
the will of his Father who is in 
heaven!” But also let us beware 
how we strike harshly, how we 
wound with the rod of Moses, 
those sheep and lambs who are to 
be gently led by the holy but 
tender crook of Jesus the good 
Shepherd. Whilst we bear en- 

yen on our foreheads, ‘‘ Holi- 
ness to the Lord,” let our eyes con- 
template unceasingly these words 
of our Master, ‘“‘ J am meek and 
lowly in heart.” * 


Stet tet tinl 


ON THE TEMPTATIONS OF 
SATAN, 


Tue celebrated Augustine has as- 
serted, that our whole life is one 
continued course of temptation. 
If the term be used in its widest 
latitude of meaning, to denote a 
state of trial, this assertion is true ; 
but our present a Sa will be 
confined to a more limited use of 
the word. There is a pretty large 
class of religious Hn who 
speak of the temptations of Satan 
ina style and manner which every 
enlightened and sober Christian 
must pointedly condemn. Whe- 
ther ignorance or cherished sin be 
the source whence such language 
proceeds, the effect is unquestion- 
ably bad. When every vile blas- 
phemous thought, 4 and ran- 
corous word, foolish or unjust 
action, is at once ascribed to the 
influence of the subtle infernal 
enemy, is there not reason to 
fear, that this ready common- 
place plea, is urged to shift off the 
weight of responsibility, or in 
some way palliate the acknow- 








* Heb. xii. 14.; Matt. xii. 20., and 


vii. 21.; Ez. xxxiii. 8.; John x. 2.; Psalm 
xxiii.; Isaiah xl. 11., xlix. 10., and Ixiii. 
44.5 Ez.. xxiv. 4. 15, 16.3 Exod. xxviii. 
36, 38.; Matt. xi. 29. 
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ledged evil? And while the indi- 
vidual vainly imagines the blame 
attached to his unchristian tem- 
per, or presumptuous conduct, 
can in part at least be transferred 
to another, does he not present a 
handle to openly profane men, 
which they prompey seize and 
employ, to degrade and vilify all 
religion ? 

But there is an opposite ex- 
treme, against which we have al- 
most equal cause to be on our 
guard, If the vulgar and unwar- 
rantable mode of speaking, found 
in some circles, ey to bad con- 
sequences, the vague abstraction 
and false refinement, which others 
display on this subject, are scarce- 
ly less injurious. It should be re- 
membered, that the holy Scrip- 
tures unequivocally reveal to us 
the existence of an evil spirit, 
called the prince of darkness; 
that his artful stratagems and 
aims, his restless efforts and fierce 
assaults, are directed to compass 
the ruin and perdition of man; 
and that we are repeatedly exhor- 
ted to resist his mighty and ma- 
lignant agency. The manner in 
which this grand enemy gains ac- 
cess to the human mind, and 
works upon its facilities, is con- 
fessedly beyond our knowledge. 
A small degree of attention may 
convince us, that no part of the 
revelation which God has given, 
was intended to gratify an idle 
and frivolous curiosity. The prin- 
ciples and Peagertes warnings and 
promises of Christianity, have all 
of them a practical bearing. We 
read of the snares, of the wiles, 
of the desires, and the depths. of 
Satan. By these and similar 
terms, the policy and craft which 
he employs to deceive and de- 
stroy, are surely described with 
sufficient clearness, to awaken our 
vigilance. And shall we, instead 
of watching and praying lest we 
enter into temptation, busy and 
amuse ourselves, with speculative 
queries and disquisitions? Shall 
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we ask, how the foe can insinuate 
his poison; how he can swell 
pride, or inflame passion; how he 
can touch the springs and move- 
ments of thought; or how he can 
allure, engross, and corrupt the 
imagination, when we are called 
to repel his approaches? The 
temptations of Satan are infinitely 
various, and suited to the different 
tastes, temperaments, stations, and 
circumstances of men, One is 
endangered on the side of ambi- 
tion ; another, like Judas, is caught 
and irretrievably entangled by the 
bribe and twisted bonds of mam- 
mon; prosperity and adversity 
respectively sink some in volup- 
tuousness and self-indulgence, and 
others in terror and despondency. 

And how are we to vanquish 
the enemy of our souls? How are 
we to escape his snares, and de- 
feat all his efforts and his agents ? 
We have proof-armour provided ; 
wisdom and strength are promised 
by the Great Captain of our salva- 
tion; the example of conquerors, 
and the glory of victory are set 
before us. The divine command 
is, ‘* Be sober, be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour; 
whom resist stedfast in the faith, 
knowing that the same afflictions 
are accomplished in your brethren 
that are in the world.” We are 
cautioned to beware, lest as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his 
subtilty, so our minds should be 
beguiled from the simplicity that 
is in Christ, But neither precepts 
nor precautions, will suffice to 
preserve us, without the discipline 
and defence essential to the sol- 
dier of Christ. We must take the 
whole armour of God, and daily 
learn the use of it. The heaven- 
tempered and two-edged sword of 
the Spirit, and the impenetrable 
shield of faith, are absolutely ne- 
cessary. The latter, as both apos- 
tolic authority and experience 
testify, is able to quench all the 
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the former has often put the whole 
vaunting host of hell to flight. 
But there is another considera. 
tion of still higher moment. He 
who furnishes our weapons for the 
war, supplies our reinforcements 
of vigour, promptitude, courage, 
and patience, without which we are 
apt to faint in the heat of battle, 
On this account, the Apostle ur- 
gently exhorts us ‘‘ To be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might.” In vain do we bear 
the designation of Christian sol- 
diers ; in vain assume the armour 
of the Gospel, or learn the watch- 
words and discipline of the camp; 
unless we look to Jesus the leader 
and commander, the life, hope, 
and final happiness of his peo- 
le. 
r Nor must it be forgotten, that 
bright examples and __ glorious 
triumphs are held up to our view, 
Let not the Christian, in any per- 
plexity or unusual pressure of 
difficulties, regard his case as alto- 
gether singular. ‘ There hath no 
temptation taken us, but such as 
is common to men; but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer us to 
be tempted above that we are able, 
but will with the temptation make 
& way to escape, that we may be 
able to bear it.” Time was, when 
those who now wear on their heads 
crowns of glory, and bear in their 
hands palms of victory, often ut- 
tered amidst sighs and groans the 
sad complaint, “« We are troubled 
on every side; without are fight- 
ings, within are fears.” Let the 
Christian then be a steady and 
valiant follower of those who now 
inherit the promises. The enemy 
himself is under the limitation 
and controul of a higher power; 
and while for a season he is per- 
mitted to tempt, or to terrify, he 
cannot force the will, or dismantle 
the citadel of the soul, guarded 
by vigilance, and garrisoned by 
new succours and energies from 
above. 


ay, 
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ie The Fall of Babylon predicted. 


and the war will be ended, and 
we shall join in the rapturous 
shout of joy and triumph:— 
« Thanks be to God who hath 
iven us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Amicus B, 





MISCELLANEA BIBLICA. 
No. VI. 
The Fall of Babylon predicted. 
Isaiah xxi. 1—10. 
1. The doom of the pluin of the sea ; 
As whirlwinds of the south rush 
onward, 
So from the plain he cometh,--from 


the terrible land : 
2. (A grievous vision is presented unto 


me: 
The perfidious continues his perfidy ; 
The plunderer continues his plunder- 


Sees, O Persia! BESIEGE, O 
Menia! 
I WILL PUT AN END TO ALL THIS 
GROANING. 
3. Wherefore, my loins are filled with 


agony. 
Pangs seize me like the pangs of a 
travailing woman. 
I am convulsed, so that [ cannot hear. 
T am distracted, so that I cannot see, 
4,.My heart fiutters. Terror scares me. 
Evening, once my delight, is made my 
horror. 

5, SPREAD THE TABLE! SET THE 

WATCH! EAT! DRINK! 
ARISE, PRINCES !--ANOINT THE 
SHIELD! 

6. Therefore, Thus said the Lord unto me: 
‘ Go, set a sentinel at his post ; 
What he seeth, let him declare.” 

7. And he saw a chariot,—a pair of horse- 

men atiendant ; 

A chariot drawn by asses—a churiot 
drawn by camels ; 

And he continued listening with eager 
attention. 

8. At length he called out: ** A stable! 
On the watch-tower, my Lord, I stand 

continually by day, 
And at my ward I am kept on guard 


whole nights ; 

9. And, behold, this is all;--there com- 
eth a chariot with a man,-—-a pair 
of horsemen attendant,”” 

But he spoke again: 
*¢ It is fallen !—Bubylon is fallen! 
And all the graven images of her gods 
are broken down to the ground.” 
10. O my threshing, my corn on the floor, 
~ What I have heard from Jehovah of 


Hosts, the God of Israel, 
Have I declared unto you, 


247 
The Superscription. 

xwp. “ Doom” most accurately 
expresses the emphatic sense of 
this word, so frequently occurring 
in the titles of predictions: it sig- 
nifies a denouncement of heavy 
calamities. _ ‘‘ Massa nunquam 
preefertur in titulo, nisicum grave 
et ponderis laborisque plenum est 
uod videtur.” (Jerome Prol. ad 

abac.)— 270 ‘“ plain:” the 
rimitive idea of its root, is, to 
ead forth, as cattle to pasture; 
hence, by analogy, the noun in 
this form indicates a place, where 
cattle are led forth to pasture. In 
the same point of view, that tract 
of country in which Jericho was 
situated, extending both to the 
Dead Sea and the Jordan, is thus 
denominated. It is, however, al- 
lowed, that the word often. points 
out a barren and uncultivated 
place. Such the country around 
Babylon most assuredly was not; 
but a plain, eminently fertile and 
rich in pasturage.—*‘ Plain of the 
sea.” The contents of the predice 
tion clearly mark its application ; 
but why Babylon should be thus 
designated, when it was remote 
from even the Persian gulph, has 
given occasion to many conjec- 
tures. Babylon stood in a plain 
of large extent, intersected in 
many directions by the tortuous 
courses of the Tigris and the 
Euphrates, a branch of the latter 
river dividing the city into two 
equal parts. During the summer 
months, these rivers, greatly 
swollen by the melting of the snow 
on the mountains of Armenia, 
inundated the country to a con- 
siderable extent. The testimony 
of Herodotus on this point is re- 
markably applicable. (Lib. I. 
cap. 184.) Speaking of the 
Euphrates, before its embank- 
ment by Semiramis, about the 
time this prediction was uttered, 
he observes, xporepoy de ewSee 
0 Terapiog ava To TWedwoy way Tedaye~ 
few; ** but before, the river was 
accustomed to, render the whole 
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plain a sea.” Hence, in Jere- 
miah, (Chap. li, 36.) «« I will dry 
up her sea. 

The Prediction. 

This consists of two parts, or 
scenes, In the former part, Isaiah, 

rsonating those who were groan- 
ing under Babylonian tyranny, de- 
scribes the general misery which 
prevailed through its continued 
domination. His pathetic com- 

aints are repeatedly interrupted 

y divine oracles, which are above 
printed in a different type, that 
they may be more clearly distin- 
guished, and that the course of the 
prophet’s complainings may ap- 
pear disembarrassed and natural. 

2233, “ of the south,” literally, 
‘¢in the south,” i. e. which arise 
in that quarter. Southward of 
Judea lie the vast, arid plains of 
Arabia, whence proceed over- 
whelming storms. Hence, the 
phrase before us became classi- 
cal, (Zech. ix.14.; Job xxxvii.9.) 
By this impressive figure are de- 
scribed the impetuous and over- 
whelming assaults of the Baby- 
lonian power, especially under Ne- 
achotilanpenecoslinds ** rush on- 
ward :” an infinitive, governed by 
a verb, signifying custom, under- 
stood, according to a well known 
idiom in the Hebrew; the whole 
of the phrase is adequately ex- 
pressed by our present tense.‘ He 
cometh,” namely, the Babylonian, 
afterwards characterised as the 
perfidious, the plunderer.— Ver. 2. 
The change of construction and 
interruption of the sense indicate 
this parenthesis. The disagree- 
ment of gender between the sub- 
stantive and verb occasions little 
difficulty: all is clear by supply- 
ing "wis 727, “ is the matter which 
is revealed.” This, however, is 
not necessary ; for in subjects des- 
titute of sex, constructions of a 
similar kind frequently occur. 
«* The plunderer continues,” &c. ; 
rticiples here are under- 
according go their strict 


the 
stoo , 


Miscellanea Biblica. 


(May, 

import, as denoting continued ag: 
tion. It aggravated the humic 
liation and distress of conquered 
states, that the career of the do- 
minant power appeared unchecked, 
and even more established with 
every campaign.—‘ Invade,” ]ji- 
terally, ‘* go up,” which in a mili- 
tary sense, requires the above 
rendering. —m>y, * Elam,” ‘is 
well known to be the Scripture 
designation for Persia proper, 
whence, associated with the Me- 
dians,; the army of Cyrus’ pro- 
ceeded under his command against 
Babylon.— nawn, “ I will put an 
end :” the verb preterite denotes a 
fixed determination to produce the 
effect announced, and would be 
fully rendered; ‘‘ 1 have deter. 
mined to put an end.”—nnnix, 
“‘ this groaning,” is by some con- 
sidered as a noun with an affix 
irregularly pointed, and is noted 
as such in the Masora. It is here 
considered rather as the noun alone, 
in a form denoting emphasis. These 
two lines, printed in a different 
character, are obviously an inter- 
ruption of the oy course 
of lamentation. he mode of 
expression is authoritative and 
abrupt. I consider them as a di- 
vine oracle, indicating the purpose 
of God to overthrow the empire 
of the Babylonians, and effect de- 
liverance, especially to his own 
people, by the successes of the 
Persians and Medes under Cyrus. 
Thus, about 200 years before the 
event, and while those nations 
were small and obscure, are they 
expressly named as the instruments 
of accomplishing his purposes.— 
Ver. 3. ‘ So that I cannot.” . The 
privative force of the prefix n, is 
exhibited in the Targum on this 
passage, and has been adopted by 
most translators: indeed, it is too 
well established to admit a doubt. 
—Ver. 4. ‘The evening,” the 
season of domestic and _ social 
enjoyment, or of calm and pro- 
fitable retirement, to .those who 
possess liberty and prosperity, 
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pecomes to persons under oppres- 


;, embittered with most pun- 
nt reflections.—“‘ Is'made,” mw, 
or, “one hath made,” an idiom 
belter rendered in English by the 
passive.— Ver. 5. The two lines 
of this verse I look upon as the 
second divine oracle. The verbs 
are all correctly formed as im- 
tives, and are properly thus 
rendered in the common version, 
Of.these two lines, the former is 
addressed to the Babylonians, and 
strikingly predicts their security 
and dissipation when the city was 
taken, as is evident from the Pro- 
t Daniel, chapter v., whose 
notice of them is confirmed and 
wonderfully illustrated by the his- 
tories of Herodotus and Xeno- 
n. The latter of these lines is 
addressed to the assailants ; inti- 
mating the facility with which they 
should gain possession of the city, 
and the repose from warlike toils, 
which they should in future enjoy. 
“ Anoint the shield,” nwn: most 
modern philologists, -unable it 
seems to discern the allusion, have 
conjectured, that this is a corrup- 
tion.of the text for qwn, to which 
they attribute the meaning of, << to 
seize.” (Dathe, Note critice in 
loc.) Others, retaining the read- 
ing, suppose it alludes to the pre-~ 
paring of arms for battle. I con- 
sider it rather as pointing out, 
that here they should day up their 
arms, when to prevent rust, they 
usually spread on them some uuc- 
tuous substance. Hence, Virgil 
describing an army in prepar- 
ation for battle, represents them 
as busy in removing from their 
shields the covering of fat. 


Pars leves clypeos et spicula lucida ter- 
gut, = 
Arvina pingui.’’~- En. vii. 626. 

The history of the event justifies 
this interpretation. On the taking 
of Babylon, the army of Cyrus, 
iter twenty-one years of warfare, 
ested from their toils; mostof the 


ee were dispersed into garri- 
“N.S. No. 29. 


“ 





sons, and a small number accom- 
panied their commander, to show 
themselves in the western states, 
and secure their allegiance. 
Under the form of an answer to 
the prophet’s complaints, the se- 
cond part of this propheey de- 
scribes the rapidity with which the 
tidings of the capture of Babylon 
would be conveyed, and the’ sur- 
prize with which they would be 
received. This is done ina man- 
ner highly scenic; its very diffi- 
culties necessarily arise from its 
beauties. Ver. 6, is sufficientl 
clear. But Ver. 7, has very fatch 
perplexed translators. The sen- 
tinel on his watch, after some 
delay, perceives in the distance a 
rapid motion towards the city, 
which he concludes to be that of a 
chariot. After a space he per- 
ceives that this chariot is attended 
by two persons on horseback, who 
ride in a manner usual with atten- 
dants on some distinguished per- 
sonage. This peculiar manner is 
expressed by nx, ‘‘ a couple, a 
pair,” a term never, I believe, used 
in application to men, but in such 
a case (2 Kings ix. 25.) The vision 
of the watch is yet so indistinct, 
that he cannot perceive by. what 
animals the chariot is drawn ;. but 
to indicate either the rapidity of 
the motion, or a long and weari- 
some journey, intimates that it 
was by asses, literally, an ass- 
chariot, or by camels, a camel- 
chariot. That among eastern na- 
tions, these animals were employed 
on such occasions as required 
great swiftness, or great capacity 
of enduring fatigue, see Bochart 
Hierozoicon, Lib. ii. cap. 2, and 
cap. 13. Excited to yet greater 
vigilance, the sentinel continued 
closely attending to this approach- 
ing vehicle, until (Ver, 8.) dis- 
covering nothing more, and vexed 
that his fatiguing watch, day and 
night, should have been employed 
for so paltry a result, heexclaimed, 
“A stable! nothing, that I can 
perceive, is wanting, but accom- 
2K 
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modation for a few animals.” 
— x, rendered in our common 
version, “a lion,” has truly that 
signification, according to the 
resent points, Some interpreters, 
f; supplying @ prefix, have ren- 
dered it “like a lion.” But the 
majority, either from mere conjec- 
ture, or by misunderstanding the 
Syriac version, have adopted 
another reading. The Seneeget 
evidently retains the original He- 
brew term with different points, 
ovpiay, which is used in the plural, 
2 Chron. ix. 25, and xxxii. 29; 
as also 1 Kings iv. 26, with the 
obvious meaning of stalls or sta- 
bles. The term occurs also, in a 
Chaldee form, in the Targum. 
(wid. Isa.i. 3.) By this slight va- 
riation of the points, the difficulty 
is removed, and we obtain an ex- 
clamation clearly appropriate, and 
accordant with the sentinel’s com- 
laints, which appear in the fol- 
owing lines. , 
Ver. 9. ** But he spoke again,” 
literally, ‘‘ and,” or, “‘but he an- 
swered and said,” an idiomatic 
phraseology, equivalent to the 
rendering above given. Having 
finished his murmuring report, he 
turned and looked, and listened 
again; when from what he saw 
and heard, as the chariot ap- 
roached nearer, he discovered 
that Babylon was taken, His 
joyful surprize is very forcibly ex- 
pressed in what follows.—aw li- 
terally, ‘‘one hath broken,” an 
idiom noticed above, verse 4. The 
verb, in this place, is what gram- 
marians have called pregnant, or 
implying another verb, thus, ‘are 
broken and cas¢ to the ground,” 
which is expressed above, by the 
compound verb, “ broken down.” 


The Attestation. 


 Ver.10.—The prophet, having 
thus related his vision, addresses 
the Israelites under the image of 
corn yet lying on the floor, to 
whose benefit his labours were 
immediately directed, assuring 





them, that the message which 
had delivered was divine, 
faithfully reported; well worthy, 
therefore, of their confidence, both 
that season of calamity would 
arrive, and that the author of the 
calamity would be punished, as 
had been sosignificantly predicted, 
H*, 





REPLY TO LIBERTAS ON THE 
LIST OF CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCHES. 


(To the Editors. ) 


GENTLEMEN,—Your correspon- 
dent Libertas will accept, in the 
spirit of Christian charity, a few 
strictures upon the complaints and 
reasonings which he has submitted 
to the Congregational Denomi- 
nation through your medium, 
His letter relates to two very dif- 
ferent subjects. The first is, your 
avowed omission of those Dissen- 
ting Societies which use the Li- 
turgy of the Church of England, 
when you presented us with a list 
of Congregational Churches. The 
second is, the general fact of the 
non-acknowledgment of such so- 
cieties by the general body of 
Congregational Nonconformists, 
The first part of his complaint ap- 
= to me prcacen answered 

y the ground assumed in the se- 
cond. If such congregations are 
not at present acknowledged by 
the London Board and the Con- 
gregational School, nor generally 
by our County Associations, how 
could you venture to insert them 
in your list, which professed to 
conform itself to the usage atid 
general understanding of the great 
body of Independents? To vindi- 
cate your list, it is not necessary to 
prove that the body have acted 
justly in excluding the partial con- 
formists. It was not for you, Gea- 
tlemen, to take upon yourselves, 
either to extend or contract the 
use of the term Congregational, 
Its conventional application has 
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een fixed to these churches 
‘are not merely Independent 
ir form of government, for 
Baptist churches are such, 
most Unitarians are such, and they 
might as well complain against 
your omissions as Libertas; but it 
ies churches Congregational 
in government, Pwdobaptist, and 
yinistic in doctrine, and iad 
conformist in reference to forms 
and ceremonies of the Church 
of England; in fact, the moncon- 
ity of these Cree gy 3 was the 
principle of their formation. 
ee os been the undeniable 
use of the term Congregational 
t, with what pro- 
iety could you have ventured to 
include in it another class of 
Christian societies, which, in so 
far as they conform, and that, in a 
point of very considerable impor- 
tance, in the same proportion ac- 
knowledge a deviation from the 
inciples and practices of the 
Tatsiional onconformists ? 
But not only is your onion. vie 
dicated upon the ground of the 
Taine of the a body; but 
you were possibly aware of a fact 
which Libertas conceals, that the 
majority of such congregations 
would not wish to be considered 
Independents. The power of the 
church is acknowledged by very 
few of them. The body of such 
societies are neither Congrega- 
tional, nor Independent, nor Non- 
conformist. 

But the complaints of Libertas 
relate, secondly, to the admitted 
fact that hitherto such societies as 
use pe Liturgy in their public 
ip, have not been included in 
the general body of Congrega- 
tional Nonconformists. To sup- 
prs the complaint, he introduces 

Opinion of two ministers, whose 

— is deservedly great,” 
and “‘whose attachment to Con- 
gregational principles admits not 
Se chadow of adoubt,”&c. With 
their reputation and their prin- 
ciples I have here no concern; I 
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restrict my attention to their ree- 
soning, as quoted by Libertas, aad 
said to have been delivered at a 
meeting of ministers. To prove 
that churches using the Liturgy 
ought to be accepted into the Con- 
gregational Union, these gentlemen 
are said to have used the following 
reasoning, which Libertas pre- 
nounces unanswerable. ‘* We main- 
tain the indisputable right of Chris+ 
tian churches to regulate their af- 
fairs independently of control by 
other ministers or churches; on what 
principle, consistent with this right, 
can we prescribe to any church the 
manner in which its worship shall 
be conducted? Has it not as un- 
doubted a right to use a form of 
prayer as to use free prayer?” &e. 
&c. To this reasoning I fully 
subscribe, but its pertinency to the 
case in hand, I have, in vain, en- 
deavoured to perceive. He that 
admits the right of every Christian 
church to manage its own affairs, 
cannot ibe, without a viola- 
tion of his own principles. But 
does this prove the obligation to 
admit all who accede to this rea- 
soning into the Congregational 
body? or dees it show that 
Congregationalists must admit, as 
a part of themselves, every so- 
ciety that in this one particular 
symbolize with them? Is this all 
that is meant by being a Congre- 
gationalist—and a Congregational 
Church, the admission of the right 
of other churches to administer 
their own affairs without external 
controul? Are these gentlemen 
then prepared to admit into the 
Congregational Body, all societies 
that are professedly, or by repute, 
Antinomian—all that are Unita- 
rian? &c. &e. Do not all these 
maintain the principle referred to 
as strenuously as ourselves? Then, 
evidently, the term Congregational, 
as applied to a denomination 
of Christians—a united body of 
churches, must imply somethin 

more than it expresses. I would 
ask these gentlemen and Libertas, 
2K2 











does the Congregational Board of 
London interfere with the right of 
churches to regulate their own 
affairs, when it simply says, Con- 
gregationalism, strictly considered, 
cannot be the sole ground of union 
with us? We are Calvinists and 
Pedobaptists in doctrine, and in 
our mode of worship, nonconfor- 
mists to the Church of England. 
Is such a sentiment a ibing 
to other churches? It appears to 
me absurd to talk of prescribing, 


when definition and accuracy in 


mapping our section of the church, 
is all that is intended. Let us 
apply the reasoning of these gen- 
tlemen to other classes of Chris- 
tians, as they and Libertas have 
applied it to the exclusion of the 
partial Conformists from the Con- 
gregational Body. Does the so- 
eiety of Friends prescribe to other 
churches how their worship shall 
be conducted, because they sim- 
ply say, to be acknowledged as a 
Friend, you must admit our gene- 
ral faith, and conform to our prac- 
tice? The Methodists—do they 
prescribe to other churches when 
they adopt a system of doctrine 
and discipline peculiar to them- 
selves, and refuse to acknowledge 
other societies as Methodists who 
do not conform to their standard ? 
The Baptist denomination—do they 
prescribe to other churches when 
they say, we cannot acknowledge 
any as Baptist churches who prac- 
tise infant baptism? In fact it 
appears, by the application of the 
reasoning under review, that to 
prescribe to one’s-self, is now con- 
strued into prescribing to others. 
The Congregational denomination 
has hitherto maintained an agree- 
ment within itself, that as a body, 
it is Calvinistic in its theology. 
Pedobaptist, independent in its 
church government—and Noncon- 
formist in reference to the cere- 
monies and worship of the Church 
of England. But I cannot ima- 
gine how a restriction of the use 


of the term Congregational to these 
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societies, which agree in 
particulars, can be construed into 
a violation of our principles, or 
a prescribing to other societies, 
Surely these worthy gentlemen, 
whoever they may be, have, in 
this instance at least, mistaken 
their principles, forgotten their 
logic, and misled their admiring 
auditor Libertas. 

With the propriety or impro- 
priety of acknowledging the par- 
tial Conformists as a part of the 
Body of Congregational Noncon- 
formists, I have not interfered, 
I would not, however, have it 
thought, that I am an opponent 
of the liberal views of the gentle. 
men alluded to, and of Libertas 
himself. I will yield to none of 
them in the exercise of Christian 
liberality ; but my zeal for libe- 
rality makes me resist the censure 
they have passed on the Congre- 
gational Body ; for I still main- 
tain, that should that Body refuse 
to own as a part of itself those 
societies that conform to the pub- 
lic worship of the Established 
Church, in whole or in part, they 
violate no principle of charity or 
liberty—they prescribe nothing— 
they exclude no other from the 
privileges they assert for them- 
selves—they do not refuse to 
acknowledge such as Christian 
churches, nor abstain from com- 
munion with them—they merely 
say, you are not Congregation- 
alists, so far as that term includes 
Nonconformity, as well as other 
particulars. 

Should the General Congrega- 
tional Union be formed, and the 
views of these excellent gentle- 
men prevail, so as to exclude from 
the principles of association any 
regard to Liturgies, or forms in 
the several societies associated, 
and the Body at large agree to 
admit, without discrimination, 
all Congregational, Pzdobaptist 
Calvinists, still they could not ad- 
mit the partial ‘Conformists as @ 
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individual application, and by a 
certification that they were Con- 
tional as well as Pedobap- 
tist and Calvinistic ; because the 
incipal societies of partial Con- 
ee are not Congregational, 
The minister, or trustee, or mana- 
ger, is the supreme authority. In 
most instances, the communicants 
are admitted, not by the society, 
but by the officiating or residing 
minister. There is, in fact, with 
them no church. They disclaim 
Congregational church govern- 
ment, and are regulated by a 
junta of managers and the mini- 
ster. Asa body, therefore, such 
churches can never be recognized 
as Congregational, because they 
are Anti-congregational, The ma- 
jority of instances must form the 
rule—the cases of those for whom 
Libertas pleads are the exception. 
The principles of the body of par- 
tial Denformists are as repugnant 
to Congregational principles as 
those of the Presbyterians, or the 
Wesleyan Methodists. I hope 
Libertas and his two ministerial 
friends will not take these re- 
marks as unkind, or intended in 
the slightest degree to oppose the 
admission of the partial Confor- 
mists, who may seek it, into the 
Congregational Body, provided 
they agree with that Body in all 
other particulars, except in the 
use of free prayer. The question 
has not yet been debated, much 
less decided. I may, therefore, 
reserve my opinion; but not with- 
out reminding Libertas, that his 
complaints, on both the points to 
which they refer, appear to me 
unjust, and very much to resemble 
the complaint of a man who wears 
ablue coat, against another who 
wears a black one, because the 
latter would not acknowledge, 
that both their coats were of one 
colour. 


I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your’s, &c. 
A CONGREGATIONALIST. 


. 
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REMARKS ON THE PRESENT NUM- 
BER OF DISSENTING THEOLO- 
GICAL STUDENTS, 


(To the Editors.) 


GENTLEMEN,—I am amongst the 
number of your readers, who were 
gratified by the completion of the 
list.of Congregational Churches, 
as published in your last Supple- 
ment, and which I esteem very 
valuable, as furnishing important 
data for some much-needed prac- 
tical inquiries, respecting the 
movements of our wide-spread 
denomination. 

As the reputation of our body 
and the peace of our churches are 
closely connected with the num- 
ber and respectability of our mini- 
sters, allow me to suggest the 
inquiry, from the documents you 
have furnished, whether at the pre- 
sent time the supply of candidates 
for the ministry amongst us is not 
greater than the wants of our 
churches will justify? The follow- 
ing list of our theological semi- 
naries presents what I conceive to 
be an average return of the num- 
ber educated by all our English 
collegiate establishments in four 
years :— 

Highbury College . . . 40 
Homerton College . . ~. 20 
Wymondley College . . 16 
Rotherham College . . . 16 
Ayredale College. . . . 16 
Blackburn Academy . . . 16 
Hackney Ditto . . + + 16 
Axminster Ditto . . . . 16 
Newport Pagnell Ditto . 


Now, Gentlemen, I assume that 
the average period of ministerial 
labour is 28 years, (and which 
appears to me a very low esti- 
mate;) and then multiply the num- 
ber of students educated in four 
years by seven, and you will find 
1162 young ministers, introduced 
to our churches every 28 years! 
From your list it appears, that 
the number of English Congrega- 
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tional Churches is 1072! so that, 
if we could suppose that all our 
active and useful ministers die at 
the close of twenty-eight years’ 
service, still it will appear, that 
the direct academical supply is 
fully equal to the wants of our 
churches. But, Gentlemen, you 
cannot forget, that there are other 
sources of ministerial supply; may 
become pastors in our churghes 
after receiving private education 
with some competent minister ; 
and many others are supplied from 
the A mies of Scotland, Ire- 
land, and Wales; besides those 
who occasionally join the Inde- 

ndents from the CoHege of the 
ate Countess of Huntingdon, or 
through ill health, from the Mis- 
sion College. 


If I mistake not, this will in 
some measure explain a most 
distressing fact, that there are 
many ministers of irreproachable 
character at this time unable to 
obtain pastoral engagements: the 


effect of which, upon their own 
minds, and upon the minds of our 
brethren in the ministry, but espe- 
cially on the minds of our peo- 
ple, is most depressing and mis- 
chievous. 

Allow me, therefore, to inquire, 

1. Whether our churches ought 
not to pause before they counte- 
nance the establishment of another 
seminary, which I hear is contem- 
plated in a midland county? 

2. Whether the pastors, and 
members of our churches ought 
not to increase their caution, in 
recommending candidates to the 
several Colleges ? 

And, 3dly. Whether the tutors 
and committees of the collegiate 
Institutions already founded, ought 
not to reduce the number of the 
students under their patronage ? 

These questions involve topics, 
which I am sure deserve the gravest 


consideration of the C 

tional Ministers, and to whi 

therefore, I feel it my duty seri. 

ously to invite their attention, 
Vici, ° 


REV. BENJAMIN BROOK ON THE 
LOST NONCONFORMIST MANU. 
SCRIPTS. 


(To the Editors.) 


GENTLEMEN,—The learned Mr. 
John Quicke, one of the ejected 
Nonconformists, prepared for pub- 
lication a large collection of the 
lives of Protestant divines, which 
he entitled Icones Sacre. Dr. Ca- 
lamy informs us, that this M8, 
consisted of three volumes folio, 
containing the lives of fifty French 
divines and twenty English, some 
of whom were old Puritans, menof 
great celebrity for literature and 
piety. The Doctor adds, that the 
Duke of Bedford was so far 
pleased with this work, that he re- 
solved to have it published at his 
own expense, but was prevented 
by death. 

"Tt is also well known that Mr, 
Thomas Wilcocks, the learned 
old Puritan, and a great sufferer 
in common with his brethren, left 
at his death a large folio volume 
of letters in MS., many of which 
were addressed to persons of 
quality. 

If any of your numerous readers 
have any knowledge of either of 
these MSS., and will be kind 
enough to state this in an early 
number of your Magazine, or be 
so obliging as to forward their in- 
formation by post, their friendly 
communication will be gratefully 
received, by your’s most respect- 
fully, B. Brook. 


Tutbury, Staffordshire, 
March 22, 1827. 
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WORKS ON THE SABBATH. 


1. The Christian Sabbath; or an 
Inquiry into the Religious Obli- 
gation of keeping Holy one Day 
in Seven. By the! Rev. George 
Holden, A. Mm. 8vo. pp. 515. 


2%. Remarks on the Different Senti- 
ments entertained in Christendom 
relative to the Weekly Sabbath. 
: Robert Burnside, A. M. 
12mo. pp. 354. 


3. The Authority of Jehovah as- 
serted; or a Scriptural Plea Pd 
the Seventh Day Weekly 
bath, §e. §c. By J. B. Shen- 


Tue mode in which the Sabbath 
is observed, may justly be con- 
sidered as the pulse of religion, or 
the index which shows whether it 
is in a healthy or diseased state. 
This remark will apply both to 
individuals and communities. It 
will be found to consist with ge- 
neral experience, that as the duties 
and privileges of this sacred day 
are conscientiously or carelessly 
regarded, true religion will pros- 
per or decline. On this account 
some historical notices of the sen- 
timents which have been entertained 
lespecting the obligation of a day 
of religious rest, and of the prac- 
tices resulting from those senti- 
ments, may assist our inquiry. 
That very high importance was 
attached to the sanctification of 
the seventh day, under the Old 
estament, it is not necessary to 
prove. The solemn injunction of 
fourth commandment, the 
nings denounced on the 
Sabbath-breaker, and the encou- 
Tagements presented to the devout 
server of the Sabbatical laws, 
fl show how the institution was 
viewed by God; while it is evident 
nat the progress and decline of re- 
ligion in the Jewish church gene- 
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rally kept pace with the observance 
or the profanation of the Sab- 
bath. 

It could not be otherwise; for 
the Sabbath was not an isolated 
or independent institution, which 
might be observed or neglected 
without affecting other things. 
Its very nature involved almost 
every other part of personal and 
social religion. 

If this was true of Judaism, it 
would be difficult to show that it 
will uot equally apply to Chris- 
tianity. Christians require rest as 
well as Jews; abstraction from 
the business of the world, and the 
pursuits of time, are no less neces- 
sary to us than to the disciples of 
Moses. A time for public wore 
ship, and for other holy exercises 
of a private and social nature, is 
as essential to the existence and 
prosperity of religion now as it was 
during the continuance of the Le- 
vitical institute, 

It is' somewhat remarkable, 
though we shall afterwards en- 
deavour to account for it, that very 
little is said in the New Testament 
respecting the obligation or manner 
of observing the first day of the 
week. The circumstances of the 
early Christians must have ren- 
dered it very diffiult for many of 
them to consecrate the whole of 
that day to religious services. The 
Jews were already in possession 
of the seventh day, the observance 
of which they rigorously enforced, 
not only in Judea, but wherever 
they had a synagogue, Of the 
abrogation of that day as a part 
of the Mosaic system, even the 
disciples were not in general con- 
vinced. The apostles themselves 
always attended the synagogue- 
services on the Sabbath as long as 
they were permitted; while they 
met with their Christian brethren 
also on the first day of the week. 
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The devotion of two entire days in 
each week to the worship of God, 
could not universally be prac- 
ticable among the Jewish con- 
verts. 

The Gentiles were, in many re- 
spects, not more conveniently si- 
tuated than the Jews. Among 
them, though there were numerous 
days devoted to the worship of 
the “Gods many, and Lords 
many,” whom they served, the 
first day of the week was not held 
more sacred than the other. The 
laws of business and the forms of 
society must often have interfered 
with their regular attention to the 
services of the sanctuary, Those 
of them who were slaves, must 
often have been placed in the most 
trying circumstances of deprivation 
and exposure. Indeed, in countries 
where the appropriation of the 
Sabbath to religion is sanctioned 
or enforced by law, it is scarcel 
possible to form an idea of the si- 
tuation of Christians where this is 
not the case. Allowances must 
be made in the one case, that ought 
not to be made in the other. And, 
perhaps, this is one of the reasons 
why there is so marked a difference 
between the enactments of the 
law and the gospel, in regard to 
the Sabbath. 

Previously to the establishment 
of Christianity by Constantine, 
though we have frequent references 
to the first day of the week by the 
fathers and apologists of the church, 
it is noticed rather by the way, as 
the day on which believers pub- 
licly assembled for the worship of 
God, than as the day which was 
entirely consecrated to him. The 
celebrated passages of Justin 
Martyr, in which he describes the 
practice of the Christians, refer 
only to their public assemblies. 

‘* On the day called Sunday, all 
that live either in city or country, 
meet together at the same place, 
where the writings of the prophets 
and apostles are read, as much as 
time will give leave; when the 
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reader has done, the Bishop makes 
a sermon, wherein he instructs the 
people, and animates them to the 
practice of such lovely precepts; 
at the conclusion of this discourse, 
we all rise up together and pray; 
and prayers being over, there jg 
bread, and wine, and water offered, 
and the Bishop, as before, sends 
up prayers and thanksgivings, 
with all the fervency he is able, 
and the people conclude all with 
the joyful acclamations of Amen” 

“Upon Sunday,” he ‘says, 
again, “* we all assemble, that belng 
the first day in which God ‘set 
himself to work upon the dark 
void, in order to make the world, 
and in which Jesus Christ our 
Saviour rose again from the dead; 
for the day before Saturday he 
was crucified, and the day after, 
which is Sunday, he appeared to 
his apostles and disciples, and 
taught them what I have now Pre- 
posed to your consideration.” 

These passages only show that 
the Christians met together on the 
first day of the week, illustrate 
their public worship, and assign @ 
reason for the’ observance of that 
day. But neither in these, nor in 
any other part of his apology, 
does he s ott of their consbenell 
the day as the Jews did their Sab- 
bath. 

From a passage in the larger 
epistles of Ignatius, if admitted to 
be genuine, we find both Sabbath 
and the Lord’s-day referred to, as 
observed by Christians ; but with 
a very marked distinction made 
between them. “Let us not, 


therefore, any longer keep the 
Sabbath after the Jewish manner, 
and please ourselves in days of 


rest. But let every one of you 
keep the Sabbath after a spiritual 
manner; rejoicing in the medi- 
tation of the law, not in the rest 
of the body, admiring the crea- 
tion of God. Not eating things 
prepared the day before, and 





* Apolog. Prim. Ixxxvii, Ixxxix. 
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drinking things lukewarm; and 
walking to a certain measure, and 
delighting in dancing and noises 
that have no sense in them. And 
after the observation of the Sab- 
bath, let every lover of Christ 
keep the Lord’s day as a festival ; 
the resurrection day, the queen 
and chief of all the days of the 
week.” * 

_ There is here a very curious 

contrast between the Judaical 

Sabbath and the Christian; while 

both are treated as obligatory on 

Christians, neither is regarded as 

aday exclusively devoted to reli- 
ious duty. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, who 
wrote in the end of the second 
century, speaks about the Lord’s 

in the same ambiguous man- 
ner with Ignatius, in the passage 
oted from his smaller epistle. 
“He that doth lead his life ac- 
cording to the ordinances of the 
Gospel, then keeps the Lord’s day, 
when he casts away every evil 
thought, and doing things with 
knowledge and understanding, 
doth glorify the Lord in his resur- 
tection.” This is much in the style 
in which the Friends would treat 
the subject. 

Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth, 
who lived much about the same 
time with Justin Martyr, tells 
Soter, the Bishop of Rome, ina 
letter addressed to him, “‘ To-day 
we kept holy the Lord’s day, 
wherein we read the epistles you 
Wrote unto us, which we do always 





* Epist. ad Magnes ix. This we strongly 
suspect is one of the interpolated passages, 
The passage in the smaller epistles is as 
follows :—‘* Wherefore if they who were 
brought up in these ancient laws come, 
nevertheless, to the —, <. hope ; 
no longer observing Sabbaths, but keeping 
the Lord’s day, in which, also, our life is 
sprung up by him, and through his death, 

m yet some deny,” &c.. It is difficult 
to'say what Ignatius means by the Lord’s 
day inthis place; he seems rather, to refer 
to that period of spiritual rest, empha- 
tically the day of the Lord, of which the 

s, under the law, were symbo- 
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read for our instruction, as also the 
first epistle written by Clemens.” 
This only shows that they kept 
holy the Lord’s day, by assembling 
on it. None of the passages 
quoted, convey any idea of the 
manner in which the Christians 
employed their time in private on 
that day. 

In vain do we look to the apo- 
logies of Tertullian, where we 
might expect to find some infor- 
mation onthis subject. References 
are made to the day, and to Chris- 
tian assemblies, but no statement 
is given from which we might in- 
fer that the obligation to devote 
it wholly to the Lord was under- 
stood or attended to. 

Jerome, who lived in the fourth 
century, speaks with approbation 
of Paula, a pious lady, who, with 
the women of the church, was in 
the habit, ‘‘as soon as they re- 
turned home on the Lord’s day, of 
sitting down to work, and making 
clothes for themselves and others. 


From the language of Chrysostom 
to his hearers, it would seem as if 
this had been the general practice, 
of which he does not express his 
disapprobation. 

It was not till the Christian 
Emperors began to enact laws 


respecting the Sabbath, that 
the religious observance of the 
first day of the week was brought 
into view; and from those very 
laws we perceive the imperfect 
ideas which had been and still con- 
tinued to be entertained on fhe 
subject. The Lord’s day then 
came to be enforced, not by the 
sanctions of divine authority, but 
by human laws and temporal pe- 
nalties. 

Through the reign of papal 
darkness and superstition, it is 
needless to trace either the senti- 
ments or the practices of men. The 
Lord’s day was regarded as one of 
the festivals of the church, de- 
pendent for its obligation on the 
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conscience, on her authority; and 
was observed, as it still is in every 
popish country, in a manner more 
indicative of heathen festivity than 
of Christian piety. 

We are sorry to be obliged to 
observe, that many of the refor- 
mers, and of the reformed churches, 
took no higher ground than expe- 
diency or general agreement, and 
the authority of the church, for the 
religious observance of the first 
day of the week. . The following 
quotations will show how it was 
viewed by Luther, Melancthon, 
Calvin, and other leaders of the 
reformation. 


** We teach, that traditions are not to 
be condemned, which have a religious 
end, namely, that all things be performed 
in the church, decently, and in good order, 
and which command nothing, repugnant 
to the divine law ; namely, traditions con- 
cerning holy-days, the Lord’s-day, the 
feast of the nativity, Easter, &c. And 
these divines approve, that saying in the 
Tripartit History li. 9.—lt was not the 
Apostles’ mind to set down laws con- 
cerning yholy-days, but to preach godli- 
ness and a virtuous Jife.—Augustan. Con- 
fess. Sect. 16. 

*« We give not place to Jewish observa- 
tions and superstitions: neither judge we 
that one day is holier than another, neither 
think we, that God taketh delight in rest- 
ing from labour: and we observe the 
Lord’s-day, and not the Sabbath, accord- 
ing to a free choice, and not by divine 
precept.—Heivet. Confess. cap. 24. 

** The ancient fathers substituted the 


Lord’s-day, in place of the Sabbath, not 


without special reason. For it was the 
day of Christ’s resurrection, and which 
finished all legal shadows: and Chris- 
tians were admonished by this alteration 
of pe day, not to adhere to a shado 
ceremony. Nevertheless, I do not muc 
insist upon the number of seven, that I 
would bring the church in bondage to 
that number: neither will 1 condemn 
Christian churches, Which appoint other 
solemn days for religious assemblies, so 
as this be done without superstition.— 
Calvin. Institut. li. 2. cap. 8. n. 34. 

** Concerning the fourth commandment, 
I suppose it is agreed upon among Chris- 
tians, that the same is abrogate so far 
as it was ceremonial; but not in such 
manner, as that the Lord’s-day ought to 
be observed, according to the manner of 
the Jewish Sabbath, &c. That Christians 
upon that day should abstain from their 
daily labours, besides such time of the 


Review of Books:— Works on the Sabbath. 


[May, 
day as was appointed for public assem. 
blies : this was neither commanded jp 
the apostles days, nor yet observed until 
Christian emperors enjoined the same, 
to the end people might not be abstracted 
from holy meditations: neither in those 
days was the same precisely or s' 
observed.—- Beza in Cant. Salom. Hom. 30, 

** Christian churches entertained the 
Lord’s-day, not upon any commandment 
from God, but according to their free 
choice.--Idem. Decad. p. 2. Serm. 4.—Bul- 
linger in Apoc. 1. 10. 

‘* That people rest from labour one day 
of the week, to serve God, is not a mere 
device of man’s brain, neither did it only 
appertain to Moses’s law, but it had be- 
ginning from hence. Genesis ii. Now, 
if you demand why this seventh day is not 
still retained in the church, our answer 
is, that we are to have all days such, as 
we may rest in them from our own works. 
But that one day be chosen for God’s 
external worship, rather than another, 
the church had liberty from Christ, to 
establish that which it judged most con- 
venient.-- Pet. Mart. in Gen. ii. 

‘It is natural that there should be set 
and appointed days of resting from labour, 
and assembling together for God’s service, 
&c. But the determination of these 
obligeth not the conscience in the New 
Testament, as it did in the Old; but only 
by reason of scandal and con 
Neither are we so tied to certain days 
or times, but that in case of necessity, 
or if it shall be more commodious, we 
may alter these days and appoint other: 
neither are the days determined for reli- 
gious duties, holier than other common 
days, in respect of any mystery, figure, or 
signification, but only in regard of disci- 
pline and order, &c. Idem. cap. 8, The 
Lord’s-day from the apostles age, hath 
been a solemn day: notwithstanding, we 
find not the same commanded by 
apostolical law; but it is collected from 
hence, that the observation thereof was 
free, because Epiphanius and S. Augus- 
tine testify, that on the fourth and the 
sixth days of the week, church assemblies 
were held, as well as upon the Lord’s- 
day. Melanct. loc. com. expos. 3. pre- 
cepti. Zunch. in 4. Precept. cap. 19. pa 
610. We read in no place (of the New 
Testament,) that the apostles commanded 
the observation of this day ; but what they 
and other believers were wont to do: and 
therefore they left free (to the liberty of 
the church) the observance of this day.— 
Hospinian. d. Orig. Fest. cap. 2.” 


These extracts from the most 
eminent men of the foreign re- 
formed churches, or the symboli- 
cal books of the churches, which 
might be easily multiplied, express 
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no doubtful opinion ; but distinctly 
place the observance of the Lord’s- 

lay on the ground of human au- 

. The following passages 
from the writings of some of our 
eatly reformers will prove that 


they entertained the same ideas, 
took no higher ground. 
“ Our forefathers which were in the 
oe of the church, did abrogate the 
, to the intent that men might 
have an ensample of Christian Jiberty ; 
and that they might know, that neither 
the keeping of the Sabbath, nor of any 
other day, is necessary. Howbeit, be- 
cause it was necessary, that a day should 
be reserved, in which the people might 
come together, to hear the word of God, 
ordained instead of the Sabbath, 
h was Saturday, the next day fol- 
lowing, which is Sunday. And although 
they might have kept the Saturday with 
the Jews, as a thing indifferent, yet did 
they much better to overset the day, to 
be a perpetual memory that we are free, 
and not bound to any day, but that we 
may do all lawful works to the pleasure 
of God, and the profit of our neighbours, 
&.—John Frith declar. of Bapt. p. 96. 
“ We be lords over the Sabbath, and 
may change it into Monday, or any other 

, a8 we see need. Or may make every 
tenth day holiday, only if we see cause 
why: we may make two every week, 
if tt were expedient, and one not enough 
to teach the people. Neither was there 
any cause to change it from the Saturday, 
than to put difference between us and the 
dews, and lest we should become servants 
to the day, after their superstition.—- Will. 
Tindal’s Answer to More, cap. 25. 

“ Therefore be certain days assigned, 
that we should come together, not that, 
that day in which we come together, is 
holier than another, but all days are alike 
equal; and Christ is not only crucified 
in the Parascheue, and risen on the Sun- 
day, but the day of resurrection is always ; 

always may we eat of our Lord’s 
flesh.—D. Barnes Articl. p. 206.” 


That it may not be thought 
these were the sentiments of indi- 
viduals only, the following ex- 
tract from the Act of the Sixth of 
Edward the Sixth, will show, that 
the Lord’s-day was appointed to 

observed in England, as one 
of the holy days of the church. 

r a considerable preamble, 
referring chiefly to the holy days 
of popery, it follows :— 

“ Be it therefore enacted, that 
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all the days hereafter mentioned, 
shall be kept, and recommended 
to be kept holy days, and none 
other: that is to if, all Sundays 
in the year, the feasts of the Cir- 
cumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
of the Epiphany, of the Purifica- 
tion, and that none other day shall 
be kept and recommended to be 
kept holy day, and to abstain 
from lawful bodily labour.” 

We introduce these extracts for 
the purpose of showing how ex- 
ceedingly imperfect were the views 
of the sacred obligation of the 
Lord’s-day entertained by the 
body of the Reformers, and of the 
reformed churches. It is well 
known, that to this day the re- 
formed churches on the continent 
have not improved in this respect. 
They show, that there was but one 
opinion respecting the abrogation 
of the Jewish Sabbath, and, there- 
fore, as far as their authority goes, 
the Sabbatarians have not an inch 
of ground to stand upon, But 
they also make it evident, that the 
argument derived from Scripture 
for the observance of the first day 
of the week was little under- 
stood. 

To the English and Scotch 
Puritans, we are indebted for the 
first and fullest views of this inte- 
resting subject. 

The second edition of the first 
work, which advocated at very 
considerable length those views 
which are now generally en- 
tertained by serious Christians, 
of all denominations, lies be- 
fore us. It is entitled, ‘* Sab- 
bathum Veteris et Novi Testa- 
menti; or, the true Doctrine of 
the Sabbath, held and practiced 
by the Church of God, &c. By 
Nicolas Bound. 1606. 4to. pp. 
479. 

Without professing to agree in 
all the sentiments contained in this 
learned and elaborate work, we 
do not hesitate to say, that it con- 
tains a better and more scriptural 
view of the subject than any work 
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known to us, which had been pre- 
viously published. It places the 
observance of this day, as a day 
of holy and geligious rest, on the 
only proper footing on which its 
authority can rest, that of the 
apostles of Christ. It occasioned 
a violent and long-continued con- 
troversy; the High Church party 
opposing most strenuously the doc- 
trine contended for by Bound. 
This controversy, we are sorry to 
say, is not yet at an end. The 
work of Mr. Holden, now on our 
table, which discovers great re- 
search, and is distinguished for 
the serious tone which pervades it, 
takes no higher ground for the 
divine obligation of the Lord’s-day, 
than the authority of the church. 
The following passages are ad- 
duced in illustration of this writer’s 
opinion. 

*¢ Though concurring with a great part of 
this learned writer’s (Horsley) statement, I 
must express my doubts whether a change 
as to the day of the Sabbath is necessary for 
the avowed purpose of protesting against 
Judaism. 1 own myself unable to see 
the grounds of such necessity, or, indeed, 
any foundation in the sacred Scriptures 
for an open protestation against the 
Mosaic dispensation. As far as it was 
typical, ceremonial, political, it, of course, 
expired by the introduction of a new faith; 
and, in taking upon ourselves the Chris- 
tian profession, we only adopt the old 
covenant so far as it is ratified in the New 
Testament ; but where are we required to 
protest openly against it? How does it 
appear that we ought to change the day 
of the Sabbath to show our dissent from 
Judaism? If it were necessary in the 
primitive ages, how can it be so now when 
that polity is abrogated? In short, I can- 
not perceive why a change of the day is 
called for in order to mark our dissent 
from the Levitical religion. The bishop’s 
argument, therefore, in my apprebension, 
carries but little weight ; at the same time, 
there are other grounds, some of which 
have been already stated, why, as we 
adept a different faith from the Jews, we 
should adopt a different day for the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. 

«* Many more reasons have been brought 
forward for the chunge from the last to 
the first day of the week, but I am com- 
pelled to don them as destitute of 

tative force. The chief grounds 
for the transfer are those already stated, 
and it must be acknowledged that they go 
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no further than to establish its expg. 
DIENCY, Those ought not, th 

be charged with incredulity who 

that neither the sabbatical e 

nor the practice of the apostles, amount 
to a proof of the religious obligation of 
dévoting Sunday exclusively to a 

rest. More, nevertheless, may be said in 
favour of that day than of any other; it 
was certainly chosen by the apostles; ig 
was recommended by special tokens of 
our Saviour’s approbation ; it was uni- 
formly adhered to by the primitive Chris- 
tians ; and it is peculiarly eligible for the 
pious commemoration of our Lord’s re- 
surrection from the dead ; the churches 
of God, therefore, do well in appropriating 
it to the public performance of religious 
duties. 

** Differing in theory, as this does, 
from the opinion of those writers who 
hold the numerical day to be fixed by 
divine and apostolical authority, it is 
pretty much the same in its practical re- 
sult. While I agree with them in the fits 
ness, the peculiar fitness, of the first day of 
the week, 1 do not see it in the light of 
an imperative duty. Forcibly as this day 
is recommended to our adoption, I cannot 
perceive it to be unalterable; it is ap- 
proved by our Lord, but not exclusively ; 
sanctioned by the aposties, but not en- 
joined; so that room is left for any 
change which may become necessary by 
time and circumstances. The application 
of one day in seven to the exercises of de- 
votion is a bounden duty ; not so the ap- 
propriation of the first day of the week, 
which is rather a matter of prudence and 
propriety than of religious obedience, 
Yet it is a matter of propriety supported 
so strongly, that the most clear and con- 
vincing reasons alone can justify a depar- 
ture ; and any church would act very cul- 
pably that should select any other day, 
without being impelled to it by a due re- 
gard to the character, the circumstances, 
and habits of the people. Still, as the 
day is not precisely fixed in the Scriptures, 
it may be altered whenever moral or 
political considerations exist sufficiently 
a to require a change.”’—pp. 270-- 


At present we cannot enter far. 
ther into this discussion; we re- 
serve for our next number a state- 
ment, at greater length, of our views 
of the books before us. The im- 

ortance of the subject, and the 
ooseness of the sentiments, held b 
many on this subject, will be a 
sufficient apology for treating the. 
subject at cone benath, 
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Lectures on Religion. By John 
, M.A, 8vo. pp. 543. 
Taylor. 1826. Price 12s. 

THERE are certain indications of 
mental affinity, not unfrequently 
associated with actual relation- 
The ‘* Village Sermons” of 
GeorGE BuRDER are too well 
known to require an eulogy either 
on their excellencies or their use- 
fulness. Unless, however, we are 
fretly mistaken, the ‘ family 
” is strongly impressed on 

the literary productions of both 
the esteemed Ministers who bear 
his venerated name; and who 
might well, if bey were ever 
lawful, be proud of having such 
asire! In their discourses there 
are, no doubt, peculiar features by 
which they are respectively iden- 
tified; and to carry on the allu- 
sion, we might say, that there is 
“more,of the father” in the style‘of 
the younger son, than in his bro- 
ther. But it is not fanciful to assert, 
that they are like each other in 
the valuable qualities of simplicity 
and condensation; they are all 
remote from the —— of a 
us and exaggerated diction; 

td th getat alle to the thought, 
with a directness and a precision 
which render their publications 
eminently luminous and intelligi- 
ble. It is of more consequence 
to remark, that the resemblance 
en be traced in qualities of far 
higher importance. Evangelical 


sentiment, equally removed from 
the extremes of hy per-doctrinalism, 


and “ shunning to declare the 
whole counsel of God,” is happily 
blended with candour and firmness 
in the manner of presenting it; 
and above all, a constant regard 
to usefulness may be traced in their 
various publications. We con- 
gtatulate the father on such de- 
Scendants; and are persuaded, 
that all our readers, who possess 
either parental or filial sympathies, 
ill not misinterpret this honest 
tribute, which both our feelings 
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and our convictions have prompted 
us to record ! 

The work before us is one of 
great utility. It is, in fact, a 
compendious body of divinity un- 
der a new arrangement; and con- 
tains a large portion of theological 
argumentation and practical de- 
tail. There is scarcely an impor- 
tant question on the grand prin- 
ciples of Christianity, on which 
very accurate, and sometimes pro- 
found reasonings may not be 
found. The general tone of senti- 
ment is accordant with the prin- 
ciples maintained by the school of 
** modern Calvinism,” as Dr. Wil- 
liams has termed it ;—a term, how- 
ever, which we do not like; if the 
word ‘‘ Calvinism” must be used 
at all, because it implies that 
ancient Calvinism, on the lead- 
ing topics characterized by it, 
was of a different complexion. 
We are convinced, that the wl- 
tra-declaimers, whose ‘* magnus 
Apollo” has lately fallen, have no 
legitimate claim to the title of 
‘* Calvinists” at all. If the vene- 
rable reformer of Geneva were to 
rise from the dead, and could 
listen to, or read the ravings of 
some of this class, who so strangely 
bewitch the poor devotees that 
follow them, and impregnate their 
minds with ‘all monstrous, all 
prodigious things,” he would in- 
stantly exclaim—* Oh! my soul, 
come not thou into their secret !” 
His writings, especially those of 
his later years, abound in illustra- 
tions of practical religion, He 
did not dissever human responsi- 
bility from his creed; the doctrine 
of divine purposes was not by him 
so regarded as to supersede ex- 
hortations to the unregenerate ; 
nor did he consider them, because 
of their spiritual inability, as re- 
leased from obligations to faith 
and repentance, or unfit to be ad- 
dense as rational and account- 
able creatures. Still less would 
he have sanctioned that unhal- 
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lowed and often impertinent fami- 
liarity with the Divine Being, 
which so frequently characterises 
the class referred to. The ‘‘ Cal- 
vinism” of Mr. Burder, and others 
of modern times, is really old 
Calvinism, if Hall, and Leighton, 
and Howe, and Edwards, are 
worthy of being thus designated ; 
and the Crispites, and other “ ites” 
of our own times, are—‘‘ bastards 
and not sons” of the family to 
which they profess to belong! 

The lectures before us are ar- 
ranged under two leading divi- 
sions. The first comprises nine 
discourses on “ false religion ;” 
and the second, fifteen on ‘‘ true 
religion.” Under the first, Mr. B. 
considers the erroneous systems, 
which are occasioned by ignorance 
of the truth; those which are op- 
posed to the truth; those which 
are distinguished by corrupt addi- 
tions to the truth ; and those whose 
characteristic is a partial reception 
of the truth. Under the second divi- 
sion, he exhibits the evidences, the 
principal doctrines, the influence, 
and the claims of the true religion. 
These topics embrace, in their sub- 
divisions, the leading subjects of 
all the discourses. They are ex- 
ceedingly ingenious and compre- 
hensive ; and present, under each 
general class, admirable speci- 
mens of logical arrangement. The 
same remark will apply to the 
minor topics of each lecture. As 
far as the ‘‘ methodology” is con- 
cerned, we have only one objec- 
tion. We think, the ‘“‘ Evidences 
of the Truth of the Christian Reli- 
gion,” embracing five discourses, 
ought to have preceded the first 
class in the adopted division. Mr. 
Burder, according to his own ac- 
count, has assumed, and then 
sage the truth of Christianity. 

is appears to us an infelicitous 


arrangement, on account of. its 
frequent anticipation of arguments 


and reasonings afterwards esta- 
blished. We think the errors 
would have been more satisfac- 
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torily confuted by a previous esta- 
blishment of the truth, and the 
synthetic order would have been 
more uniformly preserved in the 
entire volume. These remarks, 
however, affect not the excellence 
of the lectures; and we shall now 
adduce a few passages, illustrative 
of the justice of our commenda- 
tions. 

The first discourse is on “ the 
nature of religion; the marks 
which true religion may be distin. 
guished from false; and the state 
of mind which is necessary for the 
successful investigation of truth.” 
On these important subjects, there 
are many excellent statements, 
both as to the compressed argu- 
mentation they exhibit, and the 
just and forcible conclusions which 
are deduced from them. Qn the 
‘* marks,” which distinguish true 
religion, the following specimen 
of generalizing is worthy of no- 
tice. 

*¢ In religion two parties are observable, 
God and man. Religion then should be 
suitable to both; it should be conformable 
to the nature both of God and of man. It 
must honour Him, and benefit us. 

** These are the marks laid down by the 
excellent Bishop Beveridge, in his “ Pri- 
vate Thoughts upon Religion, written in 
his younger years,” as the title page of 
the book informs us, ‘ for the settling of 
his principles and conduct of his life.’ 
These marks, I apprehend, if honestl 
and diligently used, will not misl 
In no religion except the true, can they 
be found, and in it they certainly are 
found. 

** I venture to propose a criterion of 
truth in religion, which is so far from 
being inconsistent with the marks just 
mentioned, that it is inclusive of them. 
It is, however, as | conceive, more simple 
and comprehensive, and one to which no 
man can object as a criterion, how diffe- 
rently soever may be the practice of men 
with regard to the use of it: I mean, the 
agreement of religion with matter of fact. 

** Truth and fact can never be op 
to each other, but in every case, so far 
as they have any connexion, must agree. 
Truth is the relation which subsists be- 
tween facts, and in metaphysics as in ma- 
thematics, the relation subsisting between 
two or more things, must, of course, 
correspond with the nature of the things 
themselves. That system accordingly, 
which no facts oppose, and which many 
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facts corroborate, is entitled to be re- 
ceived as true. 

& Let us then glance at such of those 
facts in human nature as have any con- 
netion with religion. We are to enter 
more at large on the examination of the 

of the truth of Christianity some 
time hence ; all that is now necessary, is 
to show that the criterion proposed is a 
safe and good one. 

«6 4, We know that mankind are intelli- 
gent beings. This is a fact relative to 
the whole human race, which is ques- 
tioned by none. Since then, man is a 
rational creature, it may be expected that 
a true system of religion will recognize 
and be suited to this his character. Hence, 
if any system shall be observed to abound 
in senseless ceremonies and foolish pa- 

, With little or no food for the mind 
of man, it may be presumed, without 
hazard, that such a system has no claim 
to be considered true religion, how well 
soever it may be adapted to purposes of 
juvenile recreation. On the other hand, 
if a system presented to our examination 
is found to be calculated to employ, im- 
prove, and enrich our minds, there is, so 
far, a presumption in its favour, as being 
in this respect, at least, adapted to human 
nature. 

“2, A second fact relative to our 
whole race is that man is a corrupt crea- 
ture, prone to violate, and having in 
reality often violated the rules of good- 
ness, the laws of God. If then any scheme 
of religion overlook this fact, and treat 
man as if he were a sinless being, we 
may reasonably suspect that the said 
scheme is not true. But if, on the other 
hand, there is a system of religion which 

recognises this fact, and throughout 
all its parts regards man in his real cha- 
racter, making provision for his wants as 
asinful creature, it is reasonable to be- 
lieve that such a system is true. 

“3, It is an undeniable fact, that evil 
ge which we are so often guilty, 
is the source of much inconvenience and 

“ The universal experience of mankind 
evinces that sin and misery are related 
to each other as cause and effect. If 
then any system of religion should evi- 
dently be calculated to make men worse 
and consequently more wretched, it can- 
not be imagined to wear the character of 
truth ; but, if on the contrary, it be evi- 
dently and eminently adapted to improve 
the human character, and thereby to 
make men happier ;_and if, as to all those 
who do justice to it, it actually does make 
men hetter and happier, we have good 
ground to conclude it to be true and 
divine, . 

4. It is a fact that mankind are prone 
toneglect that regard to God, in which, we 

seen, the essence of religion lies, 


and which, it also appears, is absolutely 
due to God. A system of true religion 
may be expected to have a bearing on this 
fact, while such systems as are false may 
leave it unnoticed. Whatever creed is 
shown to be the most effectual in bringing 
mankind actually to yield that homage to 
God, in which true religion consists, may 
be set down as truth ; whereas those sys- 
tems which uniformly leave man, as they 
find him, practically unmindful of God, 
may be pronounced defective and erro- 
neous. : 

‘* The facts already mentioned respect 
human nature in every age. The relation 
which a system of religion bears to those 
facts constitutes the internal evidence of its 
truth. But there is another large class 
of facts which must be noticed; the 
events, namely, with which we are made 
acquainted through the medium of history. 
By means of authentic narratives, we 
know or may know, most of the principal 
facts which have occurred in the world 
in former ages. Now whatever system 
of religion be not a thing of yesterday, 
must also have a history connected with 
it; that is, certain facts relative to the 
origin and progress of the system, and 
relative to those who have espoused it 
and promoted it, must have taken place 
in past years; and of these facts we shall 
expect to find a fair proportion on record 
among the other transactions of ages that 
are gone. Such, every one in the slight- 
est degree conversant with history, knows 
to be thecase. The history of the religions 
of mankind makes no inconsiderable part 
of the general history of our race; and 
one of those religions, at least, besides 
making a part of general history, has also 
a history of its own. Historical fact, there- 
fore, forms another criterion by which 
true religion may be distinguished from 
false. 

** Every system of religion will be 
either confuted or confirmed by being brought 
to this test. 

‘© Whatever system i3 contradicted by 
well authenticated facts is false. What- 
ever system is found so linked together 
with, and, as it were dove-tailed in un- 
doubted facts that those facts cannot be 
admitted to be facts without involving 
the truth of the system in question, must, 
of necessity, be received as true. The 
relation which religion bears to history 
constitutes the external proof of its truth. 

*¢ On these principles it will be our 
business to examine the religious systems 
which are put down in the syllabus. Fact 
is the touch-stone by which we propose 
to try them. That which cannot bear 
this trial we will pronounce to be spu- 
rious; that which can bear it, we will 
consider genuine. And, happily, the un- 
dertaking proposed is not of the nature 
of an experiment never made before. It 





‘264 
has been made a thousand times already, 
and ine instance the result has been 
the same. o religion but one has been 
able to bear the trial; but tlre religion of 
the Bible has come forth as gold. 

«¢ [¢ has been proved to be adapted to 
man as an intellectual being, bringing to 
his mind truth its appropriate aliment, 
truth of the noblest and most ennobling 
kind, and truth ‘which can be but very 
partially and imperfectly obtained from 
any other source. It approves itself to 
our choice as taking cognisance of that 
lamentable fact that man is a sinful being. 
It meets man in this his real character, 
and provides him those very blessings of 
= and purity; which the fact of his 

ing a sinner proves that he greatly needs. 
It also recognises the fact, that sin is pro- 
ductive of suffering, and accordingly, it 
alleviates his woe by correcting his depra- 
vity. Equally observant is the religion of 
Christ of man’s being prone to neglect the 
homage which he owes to God ; this system 
is eminently fitted to bring him back to the 
service of his Maker. 

*¢ Lastly. Its truth is confirmed by ten 
thousand well authenticated facts in the 
history of mankind, and is contradicted 
by none. 

*« These are merely outlines of argu- 
ment, which are to be filled up hereafter ; 
t are now introduced for the sake of 
giving a general idea of the nature of the 
evidence by which the truth of the Gospel 
is established.” — pp. 15--19. 


The principles involved in these 
reasonings are applied to modern 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and 
Deism; and on each topic there 
is a considerable portion of valu- 
able information and powerful 


argument. He then presents a 
rapid but faithful sketch of the 
leading systems of religion, which, 
under the general denomination of 
Christianity, are either character- 
ised by their corrupt additions to 
the truth, or their radical defi- 
ciencies. The lecture on Antino- 
mianism, appears to us not so hap- 
pily distinguished by comprehen- 
siveness and force as some others. 
The following passages are however 
marked by accurate discrimination. 

** It is proper that, on the subject of 
Antinomianism, we shoul! distinguish 
between those who follow out this per- 
nicious heresy into its practical results ; 
and those who, although to a certain ex- 
tent they approve the doctrine, abhor the 
practice. There are persons of both 
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these classes. There are individuals who 
have arrived at so dreadful a degree of 
hardness of heart, coupled with pi 

tuous confidence, as contentedly to live 
in known sin, yet indulging the fallacions 
hope of eternal life. 

*« There are others, however, it must 
be confessed, who approve of the tenets 
justly denominated Antinomian, who, not- 
withstanding, are themselves moral and 
correct in their lives. Nor is this the 
only instance in which the natural effect 
of pernicious opinions is counteracted by 
opposing causes. Such opinions, how- 
ever, are not the less to be shunned on 
that account. Were they universally to 
prevail, ‘ perilous times’ would indeed 
come. Few, if any, persons have em- 
braced them without damage; where the 
grosser actions of immorality are not pro- 
duced, a censorious, captious, proud, anti- 
social spirit, alike opposed to the welfare 
both of civil and of religious society, is 
usually the effect. The system in ques. 
tion is delineated by Mr. Robert Hall, 
in the following emphatic terms: ‘ As 
almost every age of the church is marked 
by its appropriate visitation of error, so, 
little penetration is requisite to perceive 
that Antinomianism is the epidemic ma- 
Jady of the present, and that it is an evil 
of gigantic size and deadly malignity. It 
is qualified for mischief by the very pro- 
perties which might seem to render it 
merely an object of contempt,—its vul- 
garity of conception,—its paucity of ideas, 
—its determined hostility to taste, science, 
and letters. It includes within a com- 
pass which every head can contain, and 
every tongue can utter, a system which 
cancels every moral tie, consigns the 
whole human race to the extremes of pre- 
sumption or despair, erects religion on 
the ruins of morality, and imparts to the 
dregs of stupidity all the powers of the 
most active poison.” . 

«« Let us, however, be very cautions 
how we fix the charge of Antinomianism 
on individuals. It dovs not follow be- 
cause a man is warmly attached to the 
doctrines of that therefore he is an 
enemy to the law of God. It does not 
follow because a man delights to expa- 
tiate on the privileges of God’s people, 
that therefore he is averse to hear of the 
duties which devolve on them. |The doc- 
trines of God's sovereignty, of predes- 
tination, of election, of effectual grace, 
and of final perseverance, are held 
many who yield to none in zeal for the 
interests of morality. 

‘« Let us at the same time guard against 
every thing which would lead us to the 
verge of the scheme under consideration. 
That system we have seen, is a , 
reception of truth. Let it be our cafe, 
then, to receive the whole truth. The way 
to avoid one error is not to fall into the 
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te. The way to avoid Antinomian- 
ds not to slight the doctrinal part of 
On the contrary, let every truth 
God has revealed be received. 
sl let us lose sight of those glorious 
‘doctrines respecting Christ, and salvation 
y him, which constitute the very life- 
of the Christian religion. t us 
‘ot only assent to these truths, but let 
‘Us frequently meditate upon them, that 
det we live in the flesh, may be by 
‘the faith of the Son of God, who loved us, 
gave himself for us.’ In the same 
nner let us treat those truths which 
1 to obedience. It is not enough that 
merely allow that the law of God 
Thould be the rule of our life. We must 
dwell much on the conduct which it 
ibes ; not contenting ourselves with 
generalities, but entering into an exami- 
‘nation of particular precepts ; comparing 
our hearts and our actions therewith ; 
confessing and bewailing the sins we dis- 
cover, and piyerngs | that God would 
give us grace to obey his will. 
Or The Gospel is the medicine of the 
, and in order to its being efficacious 
restoring spiritual health to all the 
powers of the mind, and to the entire 
wharacter, it is necessary not only that 
prescribed ingredient should be used, 
‘bat that the several ingredients should be 
mixed in due proportions. What these 
jons are may be learned from the 


word of God, particularly from the dis- 
courses of our Lord, and from the ser- 
mons and letters of his apostles. This 
proportionate use of truth, it becomes 
‘ to observe in their public la- 
rnd Christians in their private 
meditations.” —pp. 178—180. 


We dare not now enter upon 
this frightful subject,—the “‘ epi- 
wat way of > age ;” but a 
pledge ourselves to an early con- 
sideration of its principal features, 
as we have no doubt, that the 
tecent removal to his final ac- 
count of one, who long stood for- 
ward with most disastrous promi- 
mence in its defence and exempli- 
fication, will call forth a ‘frail 
memorial” from some little kindred 
spirits still vapouring around us! 
"On the evidences of revealed 
teligion, we meet with a calm and 
dispassionate statement of the 
principal facts and reasonings 
usually adduced. It is, however, 
in the answers to objections we 
have more characteristic origi- 
ality than in any part of the en- 
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tire volume. The thirteenth lec- 
ture (on Isaiah lv. 8, 9.) contains 
some admirable remarks on “ the 
difference there is between God and 
man, in order to show that this 
difference will account for the diffi- 
culty which is connected with some 
of the doctrines of revelation.” To 
prove and illustrate these posi- 
tions, Mr. Burder observes, that 
‘** God is unlike man in his own 
nature, and in the relation which 
he bears to other beings.” After 
some excellently condensed rea- 
sonings on this fact, he applies 
the principles which the suggest 
to some acknowledged difficulties 
in scriptural theology. On the 
awful subject of future punish- 
ment, we have the following very 
judicious train of observations. 

**The word of God most plainly de- 
clares that they who live.and die in a state 
of impenitence and unbelief, ‘shall be pu- 
nished with everlasting destfuction from 
the presence of the Lord and from. the 
glory of his power.’ 

«« This must be to every reflecting mind 
a solemn and affecting consideration. It 
is calculated to awaken anxious inqui 
as to our own destiny ; and happy would it 
be for mankind if it always did awaken 
such an inquiry; for then would those 
tidings of mercy, which are published in 
the gospel, be acceptable and welcome. 
The subject is, moreover, calculated deeply 
to affect the mind in relation to others; 
and happy would it be for mankind if the 
thought of future retribution, as awaiting 
the workers of iniquity, did more gene- 
rally and powerfully affect the minds of 
men ; for then would all, who are them- 
selves acquainted with the way of escape 
from deserved misery, manifest a degree 
of zeal and activity in the cause of truth 
hitherto unparalleled. 

«* These two points, let it be observed, 
constitute all that is practical relative to 
the subject; and these points, as in the 
former instance, are perfectly intelligible. 
Those persons, surely, act most wisely, 
who restrict their inquiries chiefly, if not 
wholly, to these practical views of the 
matter. What should we think of the 
man, who, when told that both his own 
house, and that of his neighbour were on 
fire, should delay all effort for extinguishing 
the flames, or for getting out of their 
reach, until he had cleared up, to his full 
satisfaction, every difficult point respecting 
the origin of the calamity. Equally foolish 
is the part they act, who spend their time 
in fruitless inquiries after incomprehensible 
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points relating to moral evil, while they 
naw wet ony. te to assist others to 
escape impending danger, but are them- 
selves lecting that great salvation 
without which escape is impossible. 

*¢ If we advert to the station which God 
occupies as the Governor of the world, as 
contrasted with the place which we occupy 
as individual snbjects of his government ; 
and at the same time bear in recollection 
the amazing disparity there is, both in na- 
tural and moral attributes, between him 
and ourselves; we shall see, that while he 
must needs be qualified, we must needs be 
unqualified to form any decisions on the sub- 
ject of future retribution beyond what he has 
been to communicate. 

*¢ Among the materials which would be 
requisite as data, to enable us to speak in 

itive terms on the subject of future 
punishment, are the following : 

“ A perfect knowledge of the evil of 


‘ Perfect knowledge both of the amount 
of guilt incurred by each individual trans- 
gressor, of the degree of suffering which 
each shall endure, and of the proportion 
which shall subsist between the one and 
the other: and 

*© Perfect knowledge of the ends which 
punishment is designed to answer. 

*¢ A little reflection will suffice to con- 
vince us that on no one of these points 
can we pretend to any thing like the ne- 


bag? | information. 
_* [L.] We do not fully know the evil of 
sin 


« We do hot fully know any thing ; and 
on the subject of sin there is an obstacle 
of a very formidable nature in the way of 


our knowledge. We are ourselves sinful. 
We are so conversant with sin as com- 
initted by our fellow-creatures, and are 
naturally so much in love with sin our- 
selves, as to be strongly prepossessed in 
favour of it; and are therefore incapa- 
citated for forming an accurate conception 
of its true character. Our giving an opi- 
nhion on the subject of the evil of sin, is 
as if a number of persons should take upon 
themselves to pronounce a judgment on 
the qualities of an impure atmosphere, 
who had been born and bred in that very 
atmosphere, and bad never breathed any 
other. It would not be surprising if ‘suc 
‘persons should contend that their native 
air was perfectly Holy angels, 
who have inbaled the pure air of heaven, 
would be better qualified to furm a judg- 
nient on the question; bat human beings, 
‘who have always lived amidst the noisome 
exhalations of sin, ought to confess them- 
selves incompetent to the task. 

<2. é do not know the amourit of 
guilt which each individual has contracted ; 
nor the degree of suffering which each shall 
éndure ; nor the proportion which subsists’ be- 
tween the one and the other. 


Review of Books :— Burder’s Lectures on Religion. 


{May, 


“* We know, or may know, more of our 
own character than we can ascertain of 
the character of others ; and yet it is but 
little we know of ourselves. It is probable 
that we have been guilty of many offences, 
of which, through criminal inattention, 
we took no account. It is probable, too, 
that many things which we acknowledged 
to be faults, were much more heinous ip 
God’s sight than they were in our own; 
so that, on the whole, there is reason to 
believe that we have a very inadequate 
conception of the total amount of our 
own guilt; much less can we have a full 
knowledge of the guilt of others. 

*¢ Equally ignorant are we of the 
of suffering which each shal] endure. 
terms on which future punishment is set 
forth, lead to the conviction that it shall 
be eternal, and also that it shall be great; 
but how great we cannot tell. One 
is most manifest, that the punishment of 
all will not be equal. We read that it 
shall be more tolerable’ for some than for 
others in the day of judgment; and that 
some shall be beaten With ‘ few stripes,’ 
and some with ‘ many stripes;’ bat how 
many stripes shall laid on each we 
cannot tell. 

*¢ Since we know neither the amount of 
guilt of any individual, nor the degree of 
suffering which each shall endure ; it fol- 
lows, of course, that we cannot forma 
judgment of the proportion between the 
one and the other ; no words being neces- 
sary to prove that if the relation between 
two things is to be ascertained, the things 
themselves must first be distinctly seen. 

«* [3.] Neither do we fully know the ends 
which future punishment is designed to 
answer. 

‘* We apprehend, in the general, that the 
design of punishment is just the opposite 
of the effect of sin; that whereas sin dis- 
honours God, the punishment of sia will 
vindicate the honour of his law and go- 
vernment; and that whereas sin is injurious 
to the creatures of God, the punishment 
of sin will counteract the injurious effects 
which sin, if not followed by punishment, 
would occasion. Punishment inflicted on 
offenders, during their state of probation, 
we consider to be calculated to benefit 
themselves as well as others. Punishment 
inflicted on offenders, after their period of 
probation has terminated, is calculated, 
we suppose, to benefit others, thoigh the 
sufferers be out of the reach of benefit. 
But how great the extent of this benefit 
may be ;—how many millions of rational 
beings, human and angelic, will gain 
moral good from their knowledge of the 

ment of incorrigible offenders;— 

ow much good they will thence derive, 
by being led to see in a true light the 
dreadful malignity of sin, the strictness of 
God’s holy law, and the indispensable ne- 
cessity of well-doing in order to bappi- 
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whether some other advantages, defence against opposite prineiples. 

ment wholly Pages aaelaige bg It is not on some points as ex- 
"he punishment of the finally-impe- naneer and discursive as we could 
sitent;—no mortal can tell. ave wished, though we can easily 
«On all these points it is impossible imagine that the hints and topics 
us.to acquire full information, We were amplified im the delivery of 
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evil of sin, or with the guilt of indi- 

, or with the degree of their pu- 

nishment, or with the ends which punish- 
ment shall answer. 

“Of no one of these particulars have 
we a thorough knowledge ; and yet acom- 
plete acquaintance with them all is neces- 
mary, to enable us to decide on the jus- 
tice and expediency of future punishment ; 
and in the absence of any one of these 

of knowledge it is presumptuous, in 

degree, for any man to affirm 

that suffering -predicted in the Holy 

Scriptures is either unjust or unnecessary. 

For the same reason, it would be unrea- 

for any one to harbour a prejudice 

against the Scriptures on account of their 

containing tureatnings of future punish- 
ment. 


ci thoroughly acquainted, either with 


“ For a creature like man, so ignorant 
and so sinful, to take upon him to arraign 


the lectures, so as to secure thei 
full and legitimate impression. In 
reading, however, this deficiency, 
is notof so much consequence. In 
many parts of the work the author 
reminds us of the simplicity, per- 
spicuity, and condensation 
aley ; while the tone of serious- 
ness and spirituality is such as to 
render it highly valuable to those 
who may not be able to appreciate 
the entire foree and validity of its 
elaborate and powerful argumen- 
tation. We commend the volume 
especially to our young friends, 
who are desirous of attaining 
solid and comprehensive views of 
divine truth, and are anxious to 








t of the divine government mse it includes s 
of punishment, is as if alittle child should be clothed with ‘the armour of 
. find fault with the jurisprudence of his righteousness on the right band 
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native country, or as if a malefactor should 
Tail at the law which consigns him to de- 
served suffering. 
“ While man is confessedly ignorant on 
all the points above-named, God must be 
ed to possess the most perfect 
ige respecting them all. Since, there- 
fore; he fully knows what sin is, being 
alike incapable either of extenuating or of 
exaggerating its malignity ; since he full 
knows the exact amount of guilt whic 
each one who shall be punished shall have 
contracted ; and since he also fully knows 
theends which punishment is adapted to 
‘auswer; and is never disposed to inflict 
‘suffering without or beyond necessity ; we 
may rest assured both that the future suf- 
‘ferings of the impenitent will be just as to 
the individual sufferers, and necessary with 
relation to the moral government of God 
at large.” —pp. 288—293. 
» This is a large extract, but its 
importance fully justifies its .in- 
sertion. We could easily proceed 
4oother passages, especially from 
the more practical parts of the 
volume, but we forbear. Sufticient 
hasbeen said to prove the value 
of the work. It is, in fact, a 
fompendium of divinity, on all 
the essential principles of the 
: n system, and a magazine 
of well assorted weapons for its 


and the left.” If judicious pa- 
rents, or preceptors, would make 
the work a text-book, for the gui- 
dance and direction of those who 
are advancing to maturity, they 
would then feel themselves under 
eminent obligations to its respected 
author. It supplies eslashle ma- 
terials both for thought and con- 
versation; and, we doubt not, that 
ip proportion to the attention which 
is devoted to it, will be the grate+ 
ful estimate of its worth. 


atta ttt tel 


Three Sermons, preached | before 
the Judges, at the Assizes held in 
the County of Surrey in the year 
1826. By the Rev. Hugh 
MM‘ Neile, A.M. Nisbet. 


*< These sermons were prepared in the 
midst of full penoe pe accnpetion, inter- 
rupted frequently rivate and pressing 
Tee ane No effort has been made in 
their composition to disarm the it 
of criticism; the ruling motive of the 
writer having, as he trusts, been an honest 
fervent desire conscientiously to dischar 
his important trust as a  heicae of righ- 
teousness ; seeking not the approbation of 
men, but the salvation of sinners." 
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This profession of the worthy 
author is fully supported by in- 
ternal evidence, and in part ac- 
counts for both the excellences 
and defects of the sermons them- 
selves, A heart glowing with 
devotion to evangelical truth, 
beams on many a page, and an 
eloquence kindled and sustained 
by zeal in the cause of righteous- 
ness, burns as it flows. Who 
would not earnestly desire that, 
combined with endowments so 
estimable and important, there 
might be found well digested views 
of scriptural truths, together with 
wisdom, adopting the best means 
to attain the highest end? Who 
would not wish that on occasions 
so interesting, and before persons 
whose very professional engage- 
ments keep them alive to the dif- 
ference between declamation and 
argument, and habituate them to 
the expectation of evidence on 
every point, the most important 
truths should be commended to 
the understanding as well as to 
the heart, by the soundest reason- 
ing as well as the most forcible 
appeals; that they should not 
only be enforced by human elo- 
quence, but be exhibited in their 
native radiance of heavenly light. 
These desires have not been ful- 
filled by the sermons before us ; 
nor does the plea of frequent in- 
terruptions and pressing engage- 
ments altogether reconcile us to the 
disappointment, much less to the 
subsequent publication. Cordial 
esteem for the author, and con- 
eern for the reputation, in certain 
quarters, of that cause which he 
so fervently advocates, induce 
regret that the latter measure was 
adopted. 

e first sermon, on Paul's rea- 
soning before Felix, Acts xxiv. 
25, is entitled, ‘The Righteous- 
ness oe —— It commences 
with the history 
hension of the a 
sequent events 


of the. appre- 
tle, and of sub- 
own to that an- 
nounced in the text; adveris to 


[May, 
the topics by which Paul com- 
mended the faith of Christ on the 
‘common principles of our na- 
ture,” in accordance with which 
no one, it is asserted, can be a 
** real infidel ;” proceeds toa com- 
parison between the laws of our 
country, then about to be publicl 
administered, and the law of God, 
to which all mankind are ame 
nable; explains some of the re. 
quirements of the divine law by 
copious extracts from our Lord’s 
sermon on the mount; illustrates, 
by an application of Rom, iii. 
10—18, the awful fact that “all 
have sinned ;” remarks, that though 
legal ministrations may alarm the 
conscience, they cannot make a 
sinner love God; and closes by 
recommending ‘‘ the cross of 
Christ” as the only medium of te- 
conciliation and final happiness. 

In this discourse there is much 
to commend; but to certain pas- 
sages we must advert, because 
they betray a degree of obliquity, 
or, at least, of obscurity in the 
auther’s conceptions upon some 
important topics. Speaking of 
real infidels, who are characterized 
as having resisted conviction, till 
God has, in judgment, har- 
dened their hearts, the preacher 
observes :— 

*¢ T am unwilling to think that there is 
even one such man in this church ; but if 
there be, I do not speak to him, for he 
who hath sent me, hath said unto me, 
‘ Cast not your pearls before swine,’ and 
hath instructed me, that ‘ there is a sin 
unto death,’ for which we are not com- 
manded even to pray.”—pp. 6, 7. 

This, to speak in the gentlest 
terms is incautiously put. The 
passages of Scripture, on authority 
of which, as it appears, <= real 
infidel is invested with most dread- 
ful attributes, do not specifically 
apply to his case. And if 
do, why not ‘speak to him,’ 
teaching, warning, and admo- 
nishing him? The Lord Jesus 
did se, according to one of the 
passages quoted, (John xii. 39, 
40,) and has charged his ministess. 
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to’ preach the gospel to every 
éfeatare.” 

To affirm that “all are at the 
absolute disposal of God for eter- 
nity,” p.7, is incompatible with 
their moral accountability, and 
éonveys an impression highly dan- 
gerous, There are some expres- 
sions respecting the moral law, 
which induce us to wish that the 
preacher would review, and com- 
pare with Scripture, his mode of 
speaking on the subject. There 
isno ground for the slightest sus- 
icion of a tendency to Antino- 
mianism, but there does appear 
a want of well-defined views re- 

ing the origin and charac- 

ter of that law. From some pas- 
sages, readers might infer, that 
the moral law itself originated at 
Mount Sinai, (pp. 8, 9;) that in- 
stead of containing the instruc- 
tions of God to his creatures, re- 
specting the rule of duty, it en- 
forced matter of arbitrary im- 
ition with inexorable rigour, 

p- 15;) and that it is imprac- 
ticable by man, on other grounds 
than his criminal indisposition to 
perfect obedience, (p. 22.) 

In the application of Rom. iii. 
occur powerful and eloquent pas- 
sages. But sweeping censures 
have rarely any practical good 
influence; and admonition, in 
order to be effective, must rest on 
facts either acknowledged or pre- 
viously established; it otherwise 
is apt to degenerate into mere de- 
clamation, and is adapted to ex- 
cite prejudice rather than produce 
contrition. These remarks, how- 
ever, will not apply to the whole 
of this part of the discourse. 
The following passage is given as 
& specimen of a different kind. 


_ “ Their feet. are swift to shed blood. Mur- 
der is of rare occurrence ; and to this clause 
of the Apostolical indictment, therefore, 
it may appear at first sight that we can 
plead not guilty; but when we refer 

to the spiritual standard of righteousness 
Which God hath set up, we shall think 
i How early is the propensity 


40 blodd-shedding manifested’ in the cru- 
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elties which children instinctively practise 
upon birds and insects, and tame animals. 
And what shall we say of hundreds and 
thousands of men and women assembling 
in eager and tumultuous excitement to 
witness the bloody scene of a few dogs 
tearing an unhappy bull, or an infuriated 
bull goring to death some one or more of 
those savage dogs? What shall we say of 
our gentry, and even our senators them- 
selves, assembling in like manner to the 
more avated scene of blood between 
two of their fellow-creatures, trained to 
the ready use of their most impetuous 
strength, that they may beat one another, 
not to blood only, but to broken bones, 
and sometimes even to death ? What shall 
we say of that honour, as it is prepos- 
terously termed, which has recourse for 
its vindication to a frightful mixture of 
suicide and murder; flying in the face of 
Almighty God, rather than bear an insult 
from a perishing fellow worm? Or what 
shall be said of that society which looks 
down with contempt, perhaps scornfully 
spurns from its circle, the man who has 
too much real courage to condescend to 
the cowardice of a duel? And if in this, 
as in other instances, the accessary be a 
partaker in the guilt of the principal, the 
abettor and receiver in the guilt of the 
thief, what shall we say of the cold calcu- 
lation which justifies, or the heartless 
apathy which disregards, or the selfish 
gratification which tends to perpetuate the 
use of the blood-stained whip as a stimu- 
lant to human labour ?’’—pp. 19, 20. 


The second sermon, founded on 
Jer. ii. 19, is entitled, ‘< National 
declension from God, and na- 
tional warning.” After a few re- 
marks on the duty and wisdom of 
dependance on God, the preacher 
draws an interesting picture of a 
worshipping assembly, comprizing 
all classes of the community—in- 
teresting indeed, ‘if the scene 
were really, in the sight of God, 
what it seemeth to be in the eyes 
of men;”—but he boldly main- 
tains, that, on the conttary, nobles 
and official persons engage in such 
a service, not from the fear of 
God, but ‘* because commanded 
by the state ;” and that the people 
are mostly attracted thither by 
idle curiosity. Hence the preacher 
infers the propriety of his applica- 
tion of the text; and, descending 
to particulars, descants on the 
vices of the parochial clergy ; ad- 
monishes the king, and the bishops, 
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in the renowned expostulations of 
Latimer; remarks on the irreligion 
of manufacturers, agriculturists, 
and statesmen; gives warning of 
approaching judgments, and ex- 
horts to repentance. The follow- 
ing passage will not, it is hoped, 
be delivered in vain. 


*¢ My brethren, Christianity came per- 
fect and entire from the hands of its Di- 
vine Author, and will admit of no mutila- 
tions or improvements by the hands of 
man. When under pretence of simplify- 
ing it, we attempt to hide any of fts more 
mysterious features from the people, we 
mar the fair symmetry of the daughter of 
heaven, and present a monster of our own 
imagination to the view. This is done 
under the guise of a regard for morality, 
but it uniformly defeats its own object. 
And what do we now see around us? The 
peculiar motives by which the inspired 
writers enforce their moral lessons, or, in 
other words, the peculiar doctrines of the 
Gospel of salvation by Christ Jesus, have 
no place in the fashionable systems of 
moral instruction, or if a place, it is a 
place of formality. They are committed 


to the tongue in the language of a cate- 
chism, but not afterwards dilated, ex- 
plained, and insisted upon, as not only the 


powerful springs, but the only acceptable 
sources of Christian practice. On the 
contrary, the motives almost exclusively 
urged, are such as take their rise from the 
— state, founded on reputation, on 

nour, on health, or on the tendency of 
the things recommended to promote, 
under some form or other, the acquisition 
of worldly advantages. Thus, even mo- 
rality itself, by dissociating it from re- 
ligion, is made to cherish the love of the 
world, and to bar the heart more effectu- 
ally against the approaches of piety (Hall’s 
Sermon on the Fast, 1803). Now nothing 
but the entrance of true piety can renew 
the desperately wicked heart of fallen 
man, or restrain him from the commission 
of those excesses, to which he is peculiarly 
tempted by his situation and circumstances 
in society. The knowledge of the people 
has been proverbially advancing; but 
knowledge without the controlling power 
of right religion, is an evil and not a good, 
for it renders a man a more expert instra- 
ment in the hands of the devil; and this 
explains the mystery of the multitude of 
young well-informed persons to be found 
on the list of prisoners in every county.” 
—pp- 28-30. 


Were not the following passage 
on so serious a subject, some parts 
of it we guess would excite a smile, 
by the incongruous asseciation of 


things great and little, of things 
awfully important and merely 
pothetical, which it sets before 
them. 

*« Repent, therefore, my lords and bre. 
thren. Let each of us, as an indi 
turn with purpose of heart te the Lord our 
God, and cry mightily unto him, first for 
= own sins, and then for the sins of our 
ellow-countrymen. Let the king proclaim 
a fast, let the bishops draw pay form of 
prayer for national humiliation; and let 
the priests, the ministers of God, attract 
the attention of the whole nation to the 
warning hand and voice of Jehovah. Let 
them declare also his revealed will con- 
cerning Babylon; and let England be as- 
sured, that if she make common canse 
with the beast, renouncing her fidelity to 
her Lord, and admitting to the bosom of 
her eee Tow 9 idolatrous children of the 
mother lots ; let England be assured, 
from the clear word of prophecy, that if 
she adopt this course, the vial of wrath, 
which is now ready to burst upon the 
papal kingdoms, will extend also to her, 
and oggeue her in the common ruin.” 
—p. 50. 


There are other passages in a 
similar oracular style. But not- 
withstanding some recent attempts 
to introduce to the pulpit the tone 
and manuer of ancient Jewish 
prophets, we are inclined to think, 
that the style of preaching adopted 
by Christ and his Apostles, are 
more deserving the imitation of 
young ministers. 

The third sermon, founded on 
Dan. ii, 44, is entitled, “ The 
kingdom of Christ in the earth.” 
It opens with some remarks on 
the importance of attending to 
unfulfilled prophecy ;—recites at 
large the vision of Nebuchadnes 
zar, with Daniel’s interpretation 
of it ;—enquires, who is to be 
king, and who his companions, 
and what the nature of the govern- 
ment in that glorious kingdom, 
and when the kingdom shall come; 
—and finally, concludes with ad- 
monitions to both rulers and sub- 
jects. 

The introductory sentences ex- 
hibit a .position, which to some 
readers may be rather startling; 
and we must candidly confess, 
that, at the first glance over them, _ 
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we could not avoid sympathizing 
with such persons. 

* These words contain a prophecy which 
fas yet unfolfilled. It is much to be re- 
gretted, that the attention of the Christian 
church has been so little turned for many 
centuries to the subject of unfulfilled pro- 

. Unfulfilled prophecy is the true test of 
It is comparatively easy to believe 
sbistory, and to acknowledge a doctrine ; 
the one being authenticated by a variety 
of external evidences, and commending 
itself to us in a natural way, on the con- 
current testimony gh our fellow men ; y 
other resting upon the interpretations o 
, and corroborated the expe- 
rience of our own hearts. But in the 
case of unfulfilled prophecy, faith is put 
upon her essential trial, having nothing 
natural to assist her, but being called to 
rest wholly upon the bare word of God, 
without any collateral voucher. This is 
difficult, And here lies the true reason 
why the study of unfulfilled prophecy has 
been so generally neglected. With all our 
boasted profession, our faith has been 
standing on the testimony of man, rather 
than on the power of God ; and therefore 
when we come to that point, where human 
testimony is of no avail, and can be of 
to avail, we are found unbelievers.” —pp. 
52, 

From the illustrations which 
follow, it appears, that by “ un- 
fulfilled prophecy,” we are to un- 
derstand divine warnings. It may 
be suspected that some other terms 
in the above passage are employed 
in significations equally unusual. 

text is interpreted as fol- 
lows :— 

“ This then is the meaning of the words 
of our text ; that the God of heaven will 
bt sa ote on the earth; that as 
the and Persians subdued the Chal- 
deans, and the Greeks subdued the Medes 
and Persians, and the Romans subdued 
the Grecks, each, in succession, establish- 
ing their own kingdom, so the God of 
heaven will subdue them all, and establish 
hiskingdom. It will be an actual, visible, 


' territorial subjugation; the powers of the 


earth will be broken in pieces before the 
power of the Lord, even as the chaff of 
Summer threshing-floors is scattered 
the wind. Tae 35.) Then shall the 
stone (the Lord’s kingdom) become a 
fi mountain and fill the whole earth. 
is the revelation of God, the as yet 
Unfulfilled prophecy of Jehovah con- 
cerning his kingdom generally.”"—p. 60. 


‘We have marked by italics, 
that part of the preacher's hypo- 
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thesis which there is reason to 
suspect he is peculiarly desirous of 
establishing. But no attempt at 
the proof of it appears, beyond the 
deduction above given ; and whe- 
ther that is conclusive, our readers 
can easily judge for themselves. 

The author attempts not “to 
examine the revealed chronology 
respecting” .the time when this 
kingdom shall come; but as it is 
to be established, ‘* while the com- 
ponent parts of the ancient Roman 
empire have each their separate 
sovereignty,” he concludes, that 
it may be at hand; indeed, ac- 
cording to the note on page 59, 
to which he refers, it might have 
been so considered at any time 
since A. D. 379. As it seems, 
moreover, that the less that period 
is expected, the more likely it is 
to be nearly nporencee we are 
tempted to ask, whether the wor- 
thy author is not retarding it, by 
endeavouring to awaken the ex- 
pectation of judges, and barristers, 
and clergy, and all the hearers of 
an assize sermon, to this great 
object; and whether the diligent 
and zealous study of what he de- 
nominates ‘ the true test of faith,” 
is not in contravention of our daily 
prayer, “‘ thy kingdom come.” 

If this discourse may be consi- 
dered as exhibiting a fair average 
of the advantages to be obtained 
by a pious an intelligent mind, 
from the study of “ unfulfilled 
age it may operate use- 
ully, as a check to pursuits, that 
notwithstanding the position with 
which it sets out are in the reckon- 
ing of many, at best questionable, 
in a moral point of view; and 
may induce others to postpone 
their researches, till they have ex- 
hausted subjects, confessed on all 
hands to be of primary importance 
to the spiritual kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the exten- 
sion of his glory in the salvation of 
perishing men. All the holy pur- 
poses of the Christian ministry 
may be attained, without even en- 
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tering on the inquiry, whether the 
kingdom of Christ is ever to con- 
sist of ‘* an actual, visible, and 
territorial subjugation” of the ex- 
isting forms of human government; 
but souls may perish with all the 
knowledge that the studies of un- 
fulfflled prophecy can produce ; 
and even evangelical ministers 
may divert the attention of their 


(May, 
congregations from <‘‘ the thi 
that accompany salvation,” by.ex. 


citing curious inquiries into “ the. 


times, and the seasons, which the 
Father hath reserved in his. own 
power.” 

“The profits arising from the 
sale of these sermons will be given 
to the Surrey Society for the Re. 
formation of Juvenile Offenders,” 
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Letters on THE Monat anv REtI- 
cious State oF SoutH AMERICA, writ- 
ten during a Residence of nearly Seven 
Years ps Satine Aires, Chile, Peru, and 
Colombia. By James Thomson, London : 
Nisbet. 1827. 12mo. 5s.—Mr. Thomson 
went to South America chiefly in the 
service of the British and Foreign School 
Society; he was, however, exceedingly 
active in promoting the interests of the 
Bible Society, in whose service he has 
now returned to Mexico. The letters 
now published are replete with interest- 
ing information respecting that country 
from which they were addressed, and 
discover the good sense and sound ob- 
servation of the writer in every page. 
All who feel interested in the progress 
of knowledge, liberty, and religion in 
South America, will read them with the 
highest satisfaction, and rejoice that 
such a man is again employed in that 
quarter to promote the circulation of the 
word of God. 

Tue System; a Tule of the West 
Indies. By Charlotte Elizabeth, Author 
of Consistency, Perseverance, Allan 
M‘Leod, &c. London: Westley and 
Davies. 1827. 12mo. 5s.—The author 
of this little work is already advan- 
tageously known by the other publica- 
tions referred to on the title-page; and 
we are sure the present volume will 
not detract from the fame already ac- 
quired. We prefer history to novels at 
all times, and on all subjects ; but fiction 
has its advantages as well as faults. 
“The System,” contains much that is 
true, and the notes supply some in- 
formation respecting the treatment of 
slaves, which is no fiction. The aim of 
the author is most christian and bene- 
volent, The principles inculeated are 
those which we believe to be founded 
on the word of God; and we trust the 


c) 


concluding appeal to the people of 
England, on the necessity of abolishing 
slavery utterly and for ever, will not be 
in vain, 

Tre History, Constitution, Rules 
of Discipline, and Confession of Faith, 
of the Calvinistic Methodists in Wales, 
Drawn up by their own Associated Mini- 
sters. pbs Me Hughes. 1827. 12mo. 
—For the Calvinistic Methodist body 
we entertain a very high respect. To 
them the country owes many obligations, 
which are not likely to be soon dis- 
charged. In the Principality their la- 
bours have been most abundant and 
successful ; and from the depth of their 
poverty, we are often called to witness 
the riches of their liberality. The his- 
tory is interesting, but much too brief 
and summary. We have not the same 
views of the constitution and order of 
the churches of Christ with those ex- 
pressed in this document ; but the parti 
are undoubtedly entitled to judge for 
themselves. e have no objection to 
the publication of a Confession of Faith; 
but every thing depends on the use in- 
tended to be made of it. The articles 
in this Confession are forty-two in num- 
ber. We do not object to much that 
they contain; but they are too nume- 
rous, and far too minute. But we dare 
not enter on the subject. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE WorKS OF 
Bisnop Hopkins; to which is 
a brief Sketch of his Life. By the Rev, 
W. Wilson, D.D. “London: Holds 
worth. 1827. 18mo. Price 3s. 6d. ez- 
tra boards and lettered.—This beautifully 
printed little volume is a continuation 
of selections made by the same author, 
from the works of Owen, Doddridge, 
Leighton, and other eminent divinés of 
former periods. Hopkins was a holy 
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and excellent man, though inferior to 

and’ Owen, and some others 
of school. His sentiments, how- 
ever, as extracted in these selections, are 
aways excellent. His style was rich 
and harmonious; his illustratioris, apt 
and forcible; and his applications, 
awakening and persuasive. We cor- 
dially recommend this additional vade 
mecum to the lovers of serious piety and 
solid instruction, 


A Prain STATEMENT oF THE Evi- 
pences OF CuRiIsTIANITY, divided into 
short Chapters, with Questions annexed 
toeach, designed for the Use of Schools 
and Young Persons. By Francis 
Knowles. London: Wightman and 
Cramp. 1827. 12mo. 1s. 6d, 


Tuovcuts on Pusric. Worsurp, 
chiefly Practical and Devotional. By 
Joseph Morison. London: Holdsworth. 
1827. 12m0. 4s. 6d.—If “ Sabbaths 
at Home” have been generally read and 
admired, we are sure that this volume 
on Sabbaths in public, ought to be no 
less attended to. Such a work was much 
needed, and Mr. Morison has treated 
hissubject uncommonly well. In twelve 

, he has illustrated the design of 
i¢ worship—its character when 
ine—the nature of preparation for 

it~its devotional improvement—the evi- 
dences of being benefited by it—the 
cause of unprofitable attendance on it— 
and various other collateral topics. In 

rt of the work, we are pleased 
with the scriptural views of the isthor, 
the judiciousness of his remarks, and the 
easy and correct style in which he ex- 


D himself. We should have been 
bpy 1 give a more extended review 
of the volume had our limits permitted ; 
bat convinced of the utility of the work, 
and pleased exceedingly with its execu- 
tion, we most cordially recommend it to 
our readers. 


TuEoLocy ; or, an Attempt towards a 
consistent View x the whole Counsel of 
God. With a Preliminary Essay on the 
Practicability and Importance of this 
Attainment.” By John Howard Hinton, 
4.M. London: Wightman and Cramp. 
1827. 12mo. 4s.—The subject of this 
volume is much too profound and mo- 
mentous to be discussed in a short no- 
tice. We had seen the article in the 
Oxford Encyclopedia, in which it was 
first published. We then chiefly re- 
§retted its brevity, and though it is now 
Somewhat enlarged, it is yet too much 
Condensed. It requires to be treated 
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in a volume of larger calibre, which we 
hope Mr. Hinton will yet be induced to 
attempt. Many of the positions are at 
first rather startling; there is a good 
deal of originality in the mode of treat- 
ing some of the topics, and several of 
them would require to be very maturely 
re-considered. Much thought has evi- 
dently been expended on the subject 
already; and to say that the work has 
afforded us pleasure, would convey a 
very inadequaté idea of the impression 
which it has made upon us. It has 
compelled us to think, which our readers 
must be aware is not always the effect 
of modern publications. We sincerely 
thank Mr. Hinton, and trust he will be 
encouraged to prosecute his theological 
pursuits with increased success. 


A Memorr or Miss Frances Av- 
Gusta Bett, who died in Kentish Town, 
May, 1825. By the Rev. Johnson 
Grant, M.A., Minister of Kentish 
Town. London: Hatchard. 1827. 12mo. 
3s. 6d.—This excellent young lady died 
in the sixteenth year of her age, after 
giving very decided proofs of her piety 
towards God The specimens of her 
composition are very respectable for 
her years. We think the editor of 
her papers might derive a useful lesson 
from the simplicity of her style of com- 
position. 

Seconp Tuovucuts, on the Person of 
Christ, on Human Sin, and on the Atone- 
ment, containing Reasons for the Author’s 
Secession from the Unitarian Communion, 
and his Adherence to that of the Esta- 
blished Church. By Charles A. Elton, 
Author of an Appeal to Scripture and 
Tradition, and other Tracts in Unitarian 
Controversy. Bristol. London: Bald- 
win, 12mo. 1827. 

UnirarianismM ABANDONED; or 
Reasons assigned for ceasing to be con- 
nected with that Description of Religious 
Professors who designate themselves Uni- 
tarians. By James Gilchrist. London: 
Hunter. 8vo. 1827.—To these important 
documents we hope to be able to devote 
our attention at some length in our next 
number. 


A new and copious General Index to 
the Edition of Calmet’s meee 
edited by the late Mr. C. Taylor, is in 
the press.—Shortly will be published, the 
Ordination Services of the Rev. J. W. H. 
Pritchard. The Introductory Discourse 
by the Rey. R. W. Hamilton; the Charge 
to the Minister by the Rev. J. Gilbert ; 
and the Sermon to the People by the 
Rev. W. Eccles. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


Weevervsetes 


STATE OF RELIGION IN THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, 


Extract of a Letter lately received from 


New York. 


After speaking of the declension of trade, 
and the distress which ed in the 
commercial world, the writer proceeds. 

*¢ It seems as if God had been working 
to bumble the pride of man, and prepared 
the way for the progress of the church. 
In the midst of this wide-spread desolation, 
the church of Christ has been raising its 
head. Temples are every where multi- 
plied for worship, institutions for prepar- 
ing young men for the Gospel ministry 
are establishing in various parts of our 
country. Missionary, Bible, Tract So- 
cieties are becoming more and more popu- 
lar. Every year seems to execute new in- 
terest in evangelical institutions. But 
that which I consider the strongest mark 
of the divine blessing upon us, is the con- 
tinuance and increasing frequency of re- 
vivals in our churches. Thirty years ago, 
they were hardly known ; but in the re- 
cords of history, when they began again to 
appear, they were looked upon with an 
eye of distrust. Now, they are regarded 
by our most godly and well-informed men, 
as effusions of the Holy Ghost. The 
churches rejoice in them, and pray to be 
visited by them. They have produced a 
happy influence on the minds of Chris- 
tians; every one in his proper sphere 
works to promote them. The ministers 
have become more faithful, pointed, and 
pungent in their discourses. Instead of 
general disquisitions on religious topics, 
they aim at pressing the simple truths of 
the law and Gospel on the consciences of 
their hearers. Prayer-meetings are esta- 
blished in all our churches, in which the 
Minister and people successively address 
the throne of grace. Private Christians are 
every where establishing society meetings 
in the lanes, alleys, and highways, to pray 
with and instruct the ignorant in Gospel 
truths. These and m similar institu- 
tions, which we consider the fruits of re- 
vivals, we consider also as the nec 
means of promoting them. God is work- 
ing in a wonderful manner in this land. 
Every day seems to bring forth new 
marks and evidences of the advancement 
of the cause of God. For a number of years 
past, we can say, that every new year has 
afforded us stronger marks of this than 
that which preceded. At this time, the 
iutelligence from various quarters is of 
the most cheering and animating charac- 
ter. | have no document before me, 
giving the state of the churches through 


the United States; but from sources on 
which | can lay my hand, I learn, that the 
work of God has been powerful in thirty 
towns in New Hampshire, in more than 
half the counties of Vermont, in Massa. 
chusetts, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, during the last 
year. We hear from many other places, in 
almost all the States, what is calculated 
to rejoice the hearts of the Lord’s people, 
In my trip to V——, I was present at two 
revivals; one in a church at P—_, 
where the work was just commenced, and 
many were in great anxiety inquiring what 
they must do to be saved ; the other in 
R——, where in a small town I wit- 
nessed the joining of 43 persons, for the 
first time, to the church. I would here 
remark, that almost universally it is our 
custom strictly to examine the candidates 
for communion on their evidences of a 
change of heart, and without this change 
we do not consider them proper subjects 
for admission. At this time, in our own 
city, we hope a considerable work of grace 
is going on in many of our churches, 
though in no case amounting to what we 
call a revival of religion. A considerable 
anxiety has manifested itself of late among 
our young people, and in some instances, 
it has issued in hopeful conversions. All 
around us indicates the rapid accomplish- 
ment of God’s promises to the church. 
Christians ought to be up, and doing. 
The success which has followed prayer, 
combined with active exertion, is sufficient 
to encourage all in their respective spheres 
to be * stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, foras- 
much as they know that their labour is 
not is vain in the Lord.’ ”’ 


PERSECUTED DISSENTERS IN THE CANTON 
OF VAUD. 


It may appear to the public, from the 
want of any further announcement, that 
the operations of the Committee for the 
aid of the Exiled Swiss Ministers have slum- 
bered for some months. Yet this would 
be a mistaken inference. We have been 
in active correspondence with those excel- 
lent men, on the method of proceeding to 
a final distribution of the little sum re- 
maining in our hands. It was their earnest 
desire that a part, at least, of our remain- 
ing funds, should be applied to the relief 
of many pious sufferers, who, though not 
banished, have been thrown into great dis- 
tress, by the diversified modes of perse- 
cution which they have endured, and are 
still enduring. We felt it our duty te 
assent to this proposal. In consequence, 
our ecmngenivatrtad their friends have 
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been for some time employed in a careful 
gratiny, in all parts of the Canton, in 


order to furnish us with the most perfect 
jon. The results have not yet 
arrived, but we are in daily expectation of 


In the mean time we have some interest- 
ing cireumstances to communicate. The 
character of the sufferers, their firmness 
of adherence to the gospel of truth and 
holiness, their patience in tribulation, 
their benevolence and meekness, have made 
adeep impression on the public mind in 
their favour. Hence, in various places, 
including Lausanne itself, the cruel edicts 
against religious meetings have not been 
enforced; and such meetings have been 
extensively held, within the last three 
months, and still continue, though always 
exposed to danger. Often they are not 
molested ; at other times, and in less fa- 
vourable situations, they are broken in 
upon, and troubled in various distressing 
ways. Seasons of severity, and seasons 
of remission have several times alternated. 
When any new circumstance arises, at 
which the men in power affect to take 
offence, the engines of persecution are 
urged to quicker motion. An instance of 
this kind occurred about the beginning of 
this year. The Society of Christian Morals 
at Paris, offered a prize for the best Essay 
on Religious Liberty. After the adjudi- 
cation, the crowned Essay (an 8vo. volume 
of 340 pages) was published. It was the 
work of M. Alexander Vinet, a gentleman 
residing, we think, at Basle. In it, say 
the Archives du Christianisme, ‘the ques- 
tion of liberty of worship and conscience 
is treated in the most complete manner, 
with great talent, and by a Christian, who 
is himself deeply impressed with all the 
fundamental truths of the gospel.”” This 
book was read and circulated with avidity 
in the Pays de Vaud; and hence the weak 
and bigotted government cried out alarm, 
and renewed the violence of persecution. 

Onr last letter, received this day, con- 
tains the following passage. ‘‘ The king- 
dom of God continues to make a most 

ing progress in our dear country. 

it the opposition is still violent. Our 

ent seems to be as much irritated 

a ever; and all possible obstructions are 
: in the way of the Monthly Mis- 
sionary Prayer Meetings. At this very 
time, several of our brethren are under a 
second prosecution for attending those 


Another very interesting fact is, that at 
a Society has just been esta- 


Py the Assistance and Relief of Suf- 


e-sake. It is formed upon 


the most liberal and generous basis; and 
itreckons among its members, not only 
e le persons who belong to the Dis- 

communities, but many who ad- 
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here to the National Church. It thus 
adds one to the previous bonds of affection 
and union, subsisting between the pious 
persons of both denominations. With 
one of the leading members of this So- 
ciety we have the happiness of being per- 
sonally acquainted: and our knowledge of 
him, besides the other evidence which we 
possess, is a guarantee for the confidence 
which we may repose in this Society. 

One of the banished ministers, whose 
name we may row mention, the Rev. J. 
A. D. Chavannes, has removed from Paris 
to the British Island of Guernsey, where 
he has accepted of the pastoral charge of 
a small church; which is not, indeed, 
able to support him, but he proposes to 
help himself by the establishment, if he 
should be able, of a school. 


ACCOUNT, 


££ & d 

Balance in hand at the last 
Announcement . .+. . 130 9 8 
Two Sisters, by Mr. Nisbet 2 0 0 
A Servaut, by Ditto - 010 0 


£132 19 8 


For the Committee, 
J. Pye Smita- 
Homerton, April 22, 1827. 


CHURCH OF ENGLANDISM IN UPPER 
CANADA. 

We deeply regret to observe that the 
recent attempts made for the extension of 
the Church Establishment in the Colonies 
is accompanied by claims to all the exclu- 
sive rights, privileges, and fees enjoyed by 
the ministers of the mother church in this 
country. 

Instances of this class have occurred in 
several Colonies far remote from each 
other, which tends to illustrate the ope- 
rations of the spirit of assumption of which 
we have so much cause to complain nearer 
home. 

In the province of New Brunswick, 
Upper Canada, the following is the state 
of the Church of England in the several 
counties. 

Churches. Clergymen. Population, 
11,072 
3,227 
4,641 


County, 
York 
Sunbury 
Queen’s 
King’s 
Charlotte 
St. John’s - 
Westmoreland 3 
Northumberland 2 


25 
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It appears from the following resolu- 
tions, which have passed the House of 
Assembly of that province, that the exclu- 
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siveappropriation of the Clergy Reserves to 
the Church of England ministers, excites 
great dissatisfaction :— 

“€ 6th. Resolved, that a comparatively 
small proportion of the inhabitants of 
Upper Canada are members of the Church 
of England, and therefore ought not in 
justice to desire the sole enjoyment by 
their clergy of all the advantages which 
these lands present; to the exclusion of 
their fellow-subjects, although equally 
loyal and firm in their attachment to his 
Majesty’s Government and the Consti- 
tution. 

** 7th. Resolved, that in a thinly inha- 
bited country, such as Upper Gambe, 
where the means of moral instruction to 
the poor are not easily obtained, it is the 
bounden duty of the Parliament to afford 
every assistance within its power towards 
the support of education. 

*¢ 8th. Resolved, That the present pro- 
vision for the support of district and com- 
mon schools is*quite inadequate to the 
wants of the people, and ought, by every 
reasonable exertion, to be increased so as 
to place within the reach of the poorest 
inhabitant the advantages of a decent edu- 
cation. 

*¢ 9th. Resolved, That it is the opinion 

of a great proportion of the people ot this 
province, that the Clergy Lands, in place 
of being enjoyed by the clergy of an in- 
considerable part of the population, onght 
to be disposed of, and the proceeds of their 
sale applied to increase the provincial al- 
lowance for the support of district and 
common schools, and the endowment of a 
respectable provincial seminary for learn- 
ing, and in aid of erecting places of public 
worship for all denominations of Chris- 
tians. 
*¢ 10th. Resolved, That it is expedient to 
pass a Bill, authorising the sale of all the 
Clergy Lands within this province, for the 
purpose set forth in the foregoing Reso- 
lution ; and to address his Majesty, hum- 
bly soliciting that he will be graciously 
pleased to give the Royal Assent to the 
said Bill. 

*‘ 11th. Resolved, That the Chairman 
be instructed to move the House for the 
appointment of a Select Committee to 
draft a Bill pursuant to the last Reso- 
lution.” 

On the motion of Mr. Rolph that it 
should pe resolved ‘‘ That the Members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in this 
province bear a very small proportion to 
the mp of other Christians, notwith- 
standing the pecuniary aid long exclusivel 
received from the po how k oe Society in 
England, by the Members of that Chorch, 
and their persons to a monopoly of 
the Clergy Reserves,” the House divided— 
Yeas, 50; Nays, 3.-- Carried by 27. 
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PROCEEDINGS FOR THE REPEAL OF THE 
TFST AND CORPORATION ACTS, 


‘It gave us much satisfaction to record 
in our last number, that the Independent 
Ministers of London had taken some de- 
cided measures to obtain the repeal of 
those acts which have so long disgraced 
the statute-books, and prostituted one of 
the most sacred ordinances of the Chris. . 
tian church. We are happy to report, that 
the Committee of the Protestant 
for the Protection of Religious 4 
at their monthly meeting, March 261 
Ropert Steven, Esq. in the Chair, 
have followed the example which the Con- 
gregational Board gave, and passed a series 
of important resolutions, expressive of 
their views, which were printed and 
stitched into our own and other Maga- 
zines last month. 

In consequence of various movements, 
a conference was held at Westminster on 
April 6th, by a deputation from the sere- 
ral Dissenting Bodies, with some distin- 
guished Members of both Houses of Par- 
liament, on the expediency of a united 
and vigorous application to the Legisla- 
ture for the repeal, when it was their 
unanimous opinion, that the present is 
a proper opportunity ; and Lorp Joun 
RUSSELL having left the Meeting for the 
House of Commons, he was requested 
to bring the matter before the House, 
which he did, by giving notice, that on 
Thursday, the 3lst of May, he should 
move for leave to bring in a Bill for the 
total Repeal of the Test and Corporation 
Acts. His Lordship has subsequently 
postponed his motion till the 10th of 
June, which will afford more time for the 
preparation of Petitions throughout the 
empire ! 

The General Body of Protestant Dis- 
senting Ministers of the Three Denomi- 
nations were regularly summoned to meet 
at the Library, Red Cross Street, on the 
10th of April, to take this subject into 
consideration. The attendance was very 
large, and the Rev. John Humphrys, 
LL.D., was called to the Chair. 

The following resolutions were adopted, 
and with the unanimous approbation of 
the Meeting; and a petition founded on 
them was at a subsequent Meeting brought 
forward, and adopted, and now lies for 
signature. 

«© 1, That we, the General Body of the 


Protestant Dissenting Ministers of the 
Three Denominations, residing in 

about the cities of London and West- 
minster, are sincerely attached to the civil 


ae of our country, and ports 
I for the large degree of religious 

which we have enjoyed under the august 
House of Brunswick, now upon the throne 
of these realms; but that we have ever 
been constrained to feel the Corporation 
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and Test Acts to be a grievous restriction 
of our freedom as subjects, which is not 
by oar character or principles. 
«9. That these Acts, passed in an era 
of great ferment, are wholly unsuited to 
the present times, and are the occasion of 
animosities and divisions, which are highly 
njurious to the welfare of the country. 
“3, That by enforcing conformity to 
one of the religious services of the Church 
of England, the Corporation and Test 
Acts lay a snare for the consciences of 
Protestant Dissenters, without adding any 
ing to the security, or even contribut- 
ing to the dignity, of the Established 
Church. 
“4, That a religious test of civil and 
1 worth is to be deprecated as of 
unhappy influence upon the purity of reli- 
gion; and that as Ministers of the Gos- 
pel, we consider ourselves peculiarly 
called upon to make our solemn protest 
inst the perversion of the holy ordinance 
of the Lord’s Supper, instituted by our 
Saviour for high spiritual ends, and as a 
symbol of peace and charity, into an in- 
strument of worldly ambition, and a means 
of annoyance and offence to tender con- 
sciences 


“5, That under these convictions, we 
esteem it our duty to unite cordially and 
vigorously with our brethren, the Protes- 
tant Dissenters throughout the kingdom, 
in making humble, but earnest and per- 
severing application to Parliament, for 
the repeal of these impolitic and mis- 
chievous Statutes. 

«6, That our warm thanks are hereby 
given to Lord John Russell, for his de- 
clared intention of moving the House 
of Commons, during the present Session, 
for the Repeal of the Corporation and 
Test Acts; and that we rely upon the 
wisdom of the Legislature and the libe- 
tality of his Majesty’s Government for 
the success of his Lordship’s motion. 

“7, That we will forthwith petition the 
two Houses of Parliament for the Repeal 
of the above Acts, under which we, as 
Protestant Dissenters, are aggrieved.” 

Our friends in the country will, we 
doubt not, be furnished speedily, either 
from the Deputies or the Protestant So- 
ciety, with sufficient instructions respect- 
ing the form of a petition proper to be 
adopted, and the best mode of trans- 
mitting it to London for presentation to 
Parliament. We expect that some papers 
from these Societies may be stitched into 
our present number. 


LANCASHIRE UNION OF INDEPENDENT 
CHURCHES, 

On the 4th and 5th of April, was held 
at Manchester, the Annual Meeting of 
the Lancashire Union of Independent 
Churches. On the evening of the former 
day, the public meeting was held at 
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Grosvenor Street Chapel,on which occasion 
Mr. S. Fletcher presided. Among others 
who addressed the Meeting, the Rev. G. 
Payne, the Theological Tutor at Blackburn 
Academy, spoke with great effect on the 
principles of Independency; and on the 
impossibility of advancing any plausible 
argument, founded on those principles, 
against Congregationalists uniting for ge- 
neral purposes of benevolence and religion. 
On the 5th, the different cases, claiming 
attention, were taken into consideration, 
at the close of'which meeting, the business 
was very appropriately concluded by a re- 
solution, that the’ several congregations 
should petition Parliament for the repeal 
of the Corporation and Test acts. In the 
evening, Mr. Ely preached at Mosely 
Street Chapel, on the doctrine of election. 


ORDINATIONS, 


On Tuesday, October 24, 1826, Mr. W. 
Ayre, Student of Old College, Homerton, 
was ordained as pastor over the Indepen- 
dent Church at Ullesthorpe, Leicester- 
shire. The Rev. E. Webb, of Leicester, 
commenced the service by prayer and 
reading the Scriptures. The introductory 
discourse was delivered, and the usual 
questions proposed by the Rev. J, Sibree, 
of Coventry. The ordination prayer was 
presented by the Rev. T. Williams, of 
Lutterworth. The charge to the minister 
was delivered by Rev. J. Jerrard, of Coven- 
try ;*and the sermon to the members of 
the church and congregation, by Rev. W. 
Scott, of Rowell. 

The Independent interest in this village 
was founded about twenty years ago by 
the venerable Mr. Grundy, (now of Lei- 
cester,) who, for a long period laboured 
with unwearied assiduity to promote the 
cause of God in that place; but who has 
been obliged, through advanced age, and 
increasing infirmities, to relinquish his 
ministerial labours. The mecting-house 
in which the congregation worshipped 
being peculiarly inconvenient, a new 
place of worship was erected, and opened 
in the month of October, 1825, the whole 
expense of which, amounting to upwards 
of £600. has been nearly defrayed, and 
will be so altogether, by the members of 
the congregation, without’ making any 
appeal for assistance to the religious pub- 
lic ;—a fact which is honourable to them- 
selves. and worthy the imitation of other 
congregations. 

Feb. 14, the Rev. J. J. Carruthers, from 
Edinburgh, and formerly Missionary to 
the Crimea, was publicly recognized as 
successor to the late Rev. Dr. Bogue, in 
the pastoral charge of the congregational 
church, Gosport. On the preceding even- 
ing the Rev. J. N. Goulty, preached 
from Neh. viii.8. The Rev. T. S, Gyer 
eommenced the services of the day; the 
Rev. W. Orme, of Camberwell, stated the 
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nature and discipline of a gospel church ; 
and a statement was then delivered by 
Thomas Hoskins, Esq. one of the mem- 
bers, containing a brief and highly inte- 
resting history of the church, which has 
existed and enjoyed an uninterrupted suc- 
cession of excellent and eminent ministers 
since the year 1664; the Rev. A. Bishop, 
of Ringwood, asked the usual questions, 
which were answered in a luminous, ine 
teresting, and highly satisfactory manner 
by the a pastor; the Rev. J. 
Griffin, of Portsea, offered up the inter- 
cessory prayer; a solemn and impressive 
charge was then delivered to the pastor, by 
the Rev. Dr. Henderson, Tutor of the 
Mission College, from 1 Cor. iii. 12, 
13; and the Rev. Dr. Winter, of London, 
preached to the people from 2 Peter iii. 
1l; the Rev. J. Soamp, of Havant, con- 
cluded the service by prayer. In the even- 
ing the Rev. T. Adkins, of Southampton, 
delivered an interesting discourse from 
Rev. i. 3. (last clause), and 6. The ser- 
vices of the day excited intense interest ; 
the place of worship was crowded to ex- 
cess, and more than 30 ministers were 
present ; nearly half a century bad elapsed 
since the ordination of the late vene- 
rable Dr. Bogue, to whose memory many 
affectionate tributes were paid by the va- 
rious ministers assembled on the occasion, 
and whose successor they all cordially re- 
cognized as their fellow-labourer in the 
vineyard of the Lord. 

A very interesting solemnity took place 
on the evening of Wednesday, the 21st of 
March, at Fish Street Chapel, Hull, when 
the settlement of the Rev. J. Fox, as 
pastor of the congregation assembling in 
that place of worship, was publicly recog- 
nized. After the reading of the Scriptures 
and prayer, by the Rev. W. Wild, of 
Gainsbro:, the Rev. J. Ely, of Rochdale, 
explained the nature of a Christian church, 
in an able and eloquent appeal to facts and 
statements contained in the New Testa- 
ment. The Rev. J. Morley, of Hull, 
prayed for a blessing on the union recog- 
nized. The Rev. W. Vint, of Airedale 
College, in a manner truly affectionate and 
paternal, addressed important and appro- 
priate admonitions to the minister ; and the 
Rev. E. Parsons, of Leeds, with much, 
and excellent effect, discoursed to a large 
congregation on the apostolic injunction 
to ‘* follow after those things whereby 
one may edify another.’’ 

On Wednesday, March 28th, the Rev. 
J. W. H. Pritchard, late of Homerton 
College, was ordained to the pastoral 
office over the Independent Church, Atter- 
cliffe. The Rev. Thomas Smith, A. M., 
of Sheffield, commenced the service by 
reading the Scriptures and prayer; the 
Rev. R. W. Hamilton, Leeds, delivered 
the introductory discourse ; the Rev. J. 
Boden, of Sheffield, received the confession 
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(May, 
of faith ; the Rev. Dr. Bennet, of Rother- 
ham, offered the ordination prayer; the 
Rev. J. Gilbert, of Nottingham, gave the 
charge ; the Rev. W. Eccles, of Hopton 
preached the sermon to the people. ‘The 
devotional services were conducted by the 
hee ss of Sheffield and the neighbour- 


On Wednesday, April 4th, the Rev. T, 
G. Stamper, late Assistant to the Rev. A, 
Douglass, of Reading, and previously a 
Student under the venerable Dr. Bogue, 
was ordained to the pastoral office at 
Uxhridge, as successor to the Rey. G, 
Redford, now of Worcester; the Rey. J, 
Harrison, of Wooburn, commenced with 
reading and prayer; the Rev. A. Douglass 
(in the absence of the Rev. John Morrison, 
who was ented by a heavy domestic 
affliction from fulfilling his engagement) 
delivered the introductory discourse, and 
asked the usual questions ; the Rev. Thos, 
Jackson, of Stockwell, offered the ordi- 
nation prayer, instead of Mr. Douglass, 
to whom the introductory discourse had 
been transferred. The Rev. J. Hunt, of 
Chelmsford, delivered to the young minis- 
ter a most appropriate and impressive 
charge from 1 Tim. iv. 16; the Rev. G. 
Clayton preached an animated and striking 
sermon to the people from Deut. i. 38.— 
** Encourage him ;” the Rev. Dr. Rippon 
concluded by prayer. The Rev. Dr. 
Waugh preached in the evening from 
Ezekiel xlviii. 35, and the Rev. T. Jack- 
son on the preceding evening from Deut. 
viii. 2. These services were very nu- 
merously attended, and were very in- 
teresting and impressive. 


CHAPEL OPENED. 


December 7, a neat and enlarged 
chapel was opened for religious worship 
at St. Helen’s, in the county of Lancas- 
ter. The Rev. Dr. Raffles, of Liverpool, 
after having delivered a dedicatory and 
most appropriate address, preached in 
the morning, and the Rev. J. Parsons, 
of York, in the evening. On the after- 
noon and evening of the Lord’s-day fol- 
lowing, sermons were also preached on 
the occasion by the Rev. W. Vint, tutor 
of Airedale College; and the Rev. W. 
Vint, Jun. of St. Helen’s. The collection 
amounted to seventy pounds. Since the 
establishment of this dissenting interest, 
one hundred and seventeen years have 
rolled rourd. During this period only 
four ministers, beside the present minister, 
have been employed in this field of la- 
bour—tbree of whom preached the glad 
tidings of salvation through a crucified 
Redeemer for more than a century of time. 
The present appearances are truly encou- 
raging. The congregation, though small, 
increases, and with a liberality well wor- 
thy of imitation, have raised among them- 
selves for the erection of this edifice near 
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two thousand pounds, A spirit of reli- 
gious inquiry also appears to be excited 
among the people, and at the last great 
day of accounts, we doubt not but that 
of numbers it will be said, in reference to 
this Zion, “‘ that they were born here.’’ 


RECENT DEATHS. 

Died on the 24th of March, at Heathfield, 
Sussex, in the 86th year of his age, the 
Rey. GeorGe GILBERT, the founder, and 
for 60 years the pastor of the Dissenting 


Society in that place. 


This venerable man must be classed 
amongst that distinguished band of minis- 
ters who were raised up at the early part 
of last century, from the humblest walks 
of life, to be eminently useful in the 
church of Christ. Brought up to a me- 
chanical business which he did not like, 
he entered the army, as a private in Ge- 
neral Elliot’s regiment of Light Horse, un- 
der whom he served for three years upon 
the Continent, during the German war, and 
was engaged in most of the battles fought 
during that period. Preserved amidst im- 
minent dangers, he returned to England 
with the regiment, which was quartered at 
Shrewsbury. Here he married the daughter 
of a Mr. Wright, for whom he was per- 
mitted to work at his former occupation. 
Shortly after, the Light Horse were or- 
dered to Nottingham to quell a riot, and 
whilst in this town he was providentially 
led to hear a Wesleyan preacher, whose 
sermon was the means of his conversion. 
He communicated to his wife, by letter, 
the important change which had taken 
place in his views! She, in all the ig- 
norance of a carnal mind, was quite un- 
able to comprehend many parts of it, she 
therefore read it to a pious female friend, 
who, in the gladness of her heart, ex- 
claimed, ** Mrs, G—, your husband is a 
new creature.”” She then explained to her 
those expressions which appeared myste- 
Tious, and it pleased God, in a short-pe- 
riod, to lead her mind also to a believing 
reception of the Gospel; and thus they 
walked together in the enjoyment of the 
means of grace to their mutual edification. 
The regiment was now ordered to London, 
and their commander, General Elliot, now 
Lord Heathfield, commenced his extensive 
improvements at Heathfield House, Sus- 
sex. Mr. Gilbert solicited permission, at 
that time not opposed to the discipline of 
the army, to go and work for his Lordship 
at the mansion. Here, amidst villagers 
deplorably ignorant of the Gospel, he first 

to exhort sinners to ‘‘ turn from 
their wicked way and live.”” This much 
offended some influential men, who re- 
solved, if possible, to remove him. Lord 
Heathfield, shortly after, gave a public 
dinner on the enclosure of some waste 
land, and then the question was -proposed 
in his hearing, ‘‘ What do you think of 
this new religion ?”” His Lordship instantly 
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detected the design, and said, ‘* Gilbert is 
a worthy fellow, and a good soldier ;" 
which generous commendation silenced 
the persecutors. As it pleased God to 
bless his efforts with much success, a small 
chapel was erected by the exertion of the 
Rev. Mr. Glasscott, in 1770; and shortly 
after, when Heathfield House was com- 
pleted, his noble patron gave him his dis- 
charge from the service. 

The Congregation increasing, another 
and more substantial meeting-house was 
built in 1782. Mr. Gilbert’s itinerant 
labours were peculiarly useful. He intro- 
duced the Gospel into twelve or fourteen 
villages, in several of which chapels are 
now built, and pastors ordained over or- 
ganized churches. About 1807, he be- 
came incapacitated for preaching, but still 
retained the pastoral office, which he re- 
signed in 1826. On the 9th of March he 
was confined to his bed, and though he 
suffered much pain, yet he enjoyed the 
consolations he had so long dispensed to 
others, and his end was peace. 

His funeral was attended by an immense 
concourse of people, and the pall was 
borne by six neighbouring ministers. The 
Rev. J. N. Goulty, of Brighton, delivered 
an oration at the grave, and the Rev. C. 
Hyatt, of London, at the particular re- 
quest of the deceased, made many years 
since, preached the funeral sermon. 

Though uneducated for the work in 
which he spent his life, yet many sons of 
literature and science might envy his use- 
fulness and his reward. 


Died at Plymouth, April 6th, in the 
74th year of his age, the Rev. Robert 
Hawker, D.D. Vicar of the parish of 
Charles, Plymouth, and formerly of Mag- 
dalen Ilall, Oxford. 

This venerable man was minister at 
Plymouth for 50 years, during which 
period he displayed great benevolence in 
the formation of several charities, un- 
wearied diligence in the propagation of 
his peculiar opinions, and unaffected piety 
in the discharge of his varied duties. 
Happy would it have been for the church, 
if his theological sentiments had been as 
scriptural as his life was blameless. 

His end was peculiarly peaceful ; being 
much indisposed, he determined, con 
to the advice of his medical friends, to go 
to Totness, on a visit toa beloved daughter. 
Whilst there, his strength rapidly declined, 
and he, therefore, returned to his home 
with all the speed his weakness would 
permit, where be arrived in the afternoon 
of Friday. Having retired, he called his 
family around him, to whom he expounded 
the lst chapter of Ephesians; when, ap- 
pearing fatigued, he reclined, as if to rest, 
they still waiting around, unconscious of 
any change; they at length found that he 
was dead. Bunt of the positive time of 
his tranquil departure they were ignorant. 
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April 9, 1827, died, the Rev. Soro- 
mon Youna, at the Baptist Academy, 
Stepney, after a few days illness, in the 
43d year of bis age. It is only two months 
since we announced Mr. Young’s appoint- 
ment to the Theological Tutorship of this 
Institution; and most afflictive and mys- 
terious is the conduct of Divine Provi- 
dence in that dispensation, which has so 
soon and so suddenly removed this excel- 
Jent man from his honourable labours on 
earth, to the rest and rewards of heaven ! 
We hope to be able to furnish a memoir 
of his life, for some future number of this 
magazine ; but we cannot insert the notice 
of his death without adverting to the dis- 
tinguished excellence of his character, and 
the eminent consolations he enjoyed in 
the i diate pr t of his departure. 
For many years be occupied the depart- 
ment of Classica] Resident Tutor; and on 
the resignation of the late Theological 
Tutor, he was chosen to occupy that va- 
cated station. His general intelligence, his 
profound classical attainments, his ample 
stores of knowledge, his accurate discrimi- 
nation, especially in reference to metaphy- 
sical science, his comprehensive views of 
Scriptural Theology,—above all, the happy 
combination of high inteilectual endow- 
ments with moral worth and spiritual ele- 
vation, pointed out the late Mr. Young, 
to all capable of appreciating his excellen- 
cies, as the very man to fill with honour and 

i the Presidency of the Institution. 

e was a man of eminent suavity and 
gentleness, united with firmness and de- 
cision; and his piety was as unaffected 
and elevated as it was ardent and sincere. 
Rich consolation from the Lord of all 
grace sustained his spirit in the last con- 
flict; and his departure was not only 
marked by the composure of hope, but by 
THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH! His ‘* sun went 
down while yet it was noon !”—but it has 
arisen in a more genial clime, to shine 
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with eternal and unclouded splendour !— 
His remains were interred in the burying- 
ground attached to the Baptist Chapel at 
Old Ford, on the 17th of April; and the 
Rev. Dr. Newman delivered a most appro- 
priate and affecting address on the occa- 
sion, The funeral was a private one, but 
many were the personal and ministerial 
friends of the deceased, who attended on 
the mournful occasion. The funeral ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. Thomas 
Griffin, at Prescot Street, on the following 
Sabbath, April 22; and Discourses were* 
delivered on the occasion by the Rep,’ 
Thomas Blundell, at the Academy Chapel, 
and at Stepney Meeting, by the Rev, 
Joseph Fletcher. Many other ministers 
engaged in similar services; and we are 
persuaded, that few have been the in- 
stances of mortality that have produced a 
more general impression, or excited a 
more powerful sympathy. Mr. Young bas 
left a mourning widow, but no family, 
May “‘ the Father of Mercies” be to her 
*¢ the God of all comfort!” 

Died, on Saturday, April 21st, in the 
87th year of his age, James HamiLton, 
M. D., of Artillery Place, Finsbury Square, 
He was the father of his profession, being 
the most aged physician in the metropolis, 
He frequently engaged as a local preacher 
amongst the Wesleyan Methodists; and 
his associations and friendship were with 
the people of God. One of his daughters 
was united in marriage tothe Rev. Edward 
Parsons, of Leeds; the excellent and la- 
mented mother of the Rev. Messrs. James 
Parsons, of York, and Edward Parsons, 
of London. For his professional skill, 
his affectionate urbanity, his exempla 
piety, and the extraordinary facility wi 
which his intellectual resources were made 
to bear upon religious and general conver- 
sation, Dr. H. will long be embalmed in 
the memory of his numerous descendants, 
and very extensive circle of friends. 








ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND MINOR CORRESPONDENCE, 


Communications have been received during the last Month from the Rev. 
“Dr. Harris--C. Rochat--G. Redford—B. Brook--John Cockin--R. Philip--J. N. 
Goulty--Isauc Taylor--C. Hyatt—Dr. J. P. Smith--J. Matheson—J. Bulmer— 
J. W. H. Pritchard--J. Churchill+-J. Fox. 

Also from Messrs. T. Pellat—J. Wilks—G. G. Stibbs--W. Brooks—E. T. Prust— 
8. Burton--J. S.--T. C_ H.—P.——Parochus--Thedresh — Rusticus—Alguno. 

We are compelled to defer the insertion of several interesting original letters, poe- 
tical contributions, short notices, and articles of intelligence, till our next. 

Our Correspondent P. will perceive that his paper has been superseded by the more 
full reply of a Congregationalist to Libertas. 

The conduct of the clerical Magistrate to which Parochus refers affords another illus- 
tration of the impolicy of placing intolerant churchmen in the commission, the autho- 
rity of which they so readily abuse for the purposes of petty tyranny. To withhold 
parochial relicf from the poor, simply because they, or their children, attend a Disscnting 
chapel, is doubtless illegal, and such conduct may be successfully resisted. Let our 
poor friends act firmly on their principles, regardless of these paltry threats, and should 
the Reverend and Worshipful Gentleman attempt to execute them, let Parochus promptly 
address a letter to Mr. Wilks, one of the Secretaries of the Protestant Society for Pro- 
tection of Religious Liberty, Finsbury Square, and advice and assistance will be . 
speedily afforded. 





